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To Cornusroxpuxts.—Letters addressed to
either the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that ene end
o! the envelopo should bo ioft open, and
at the corner the words * Printer’s copy ™’
sritten and a t¥yo or fve cout stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica-
tion) pliced theraon will pay the postage

Taz followis g article from the United
_States Armyand Navy Journal merits the
sarious attention of all men desirous of sc-
curing the perfect military organizilion of
an armed nation, as distinguished from the
exploded system of a National Army. In
order to accomplish this great work, ihe in-
dividual citizens of a State must be compell
od for the common good to surrender their
individual volition and the outward appreci
ation of the thoughts and senses, so far as
they are necassarily concerned, to ana divec
tion ; in other words,they must come under
the yoke of discipline—that is to sub
wt without hesitation or question to the
control of one will—and it is absurd to sup-
pose that as soldiers they cannot have auy
rights oc privileges apart from the rest of
the commanity whom it is their duly to de-
fend. As the whole fighting force of a Siatais
usually only one-sixth of its population, it

follows, that in n» cwe whils acting
as soldiers should they be allowed to claim
any pririlogo endingming the liberties or
properties of the other five-sixths, 2nd this
thay will always d> wlire the eoldier
dictates to his supetior,

Our military organizition is not {veo from
the faults of the laxity of discipline; tho
militia Iaw is hardly stringent enoughinen-
forcing attendance at dril and in awarding
punishment ; but still it 1 far superior to
that under which the militia of the various
States of tha neighbouring Union is organ-
ised,  Tiriv great mistake in a social, poli-
tical, nad military poiat o! viow is, that the
test of ability is based on that most falla-
cious of all rLidar Is—popular election. We
thought the experienco of the last war was
quito suflicient to «rive it out of military
organization at least, but to our surprise wo
find it as a racognized institution in the
officering of tho National Guard, and when
it is possible for the lance corporal of to day
to be first licutonant to-morrsw by the
popular vote of hia fellows, wa can hardly
percoive how the * hnil fellow™ stylo could
be well dispensed with, or how Mose the
drummer should not challenge Syskey the
Captain, to a gamo of euchrs or saven up
after parado wis dismisse:dd.  Ifour contems
porary wishes to enforce discipline he must
advocate the destruction of democracy—
both cannot possibly exist in contact— and
the mischievous as well as f1lsu doctrines of
personal equality must be cradieated if a
military orgaunization is to be maintain d.

Our Canadian Army is democratic enough
but we have all the machinery for enforcing
discipline in its strictest sense and we per-
mit no election of oflicors ; in times of war
our troops would Le at once brought under
the stringent provision of nulitary law, and
our neighLour's must inaugurito a similar
system if they mean 1o hive an efficient
militia.

Diccipraxe 18 e NaTioNaL Guagp.—In
freating this question we are met at the
very start by a point blanlk question, the
answer to which involves a very grave fur-
ther inquiry as regards the interests of
American militin in our own and other
States, That rucstion is—What is discip-
lino? 7The anwers nre numerous from all
military writers and oicers of eminence—
all agreeing as to the essential qualilies of
this thing.

¢¢ Discipline s tho lifoof anarmy.”... ..
“Tha differenco between amob and an
army is <iscipline.”. . ... % The difterence
between a good army and a poor one 18 good
5 tad dwiscipline.”......** The emerging
ot mwmy willvinone.”......* The habitof
implicit obLedience 1o onler under any and
all circumstances.”. . ....* Disapline turned
ajblunder into an act of heroism at Balakla-
va.) . ....." Without discipline thero can be
no army,”’ ete, These answers suggest the
furthor inquiry—I1Iave we any such thing ns
discipline in our miliia? 'The answer, wo
fear, 18 inevitable to a militay observer
looking at the question from a * regular'
standpoint-—none at all. An ex volunteer,
recognizing that there may be resl disoipline

without the slavish manuers of Englieh,
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Prussian, an Amerioan Roguir:r 1orvir,
wonld qualify the answer by saying—n tittle,
That thore isa very little is proven by the
fact that within nyear past thero have beeh

[ three serious disturhances n mililia regi-

mients, in all of which & perfect contempt of
authority has been shown, either by onlisted
men or Ly company oflicers, and that iu no
caso have the offenders been punished,
while practicully they have in all cases sc-
curod n victory over their superiors. We
refer, first, to tho late ‘Third Infantry ; next,
to the Lleventh Infantry ; next, to Company
@, of the ‘Thirteenthh. [n the first case tho
company oflicors, or a few of them, secured
tho disbandment of their regiment and its
reoonstruction, ns the ‘Twentyseventh
throwing a slur by implication on their
colonel, whom they had disobeyed wantoniy,
without a ward of official censuro from tha
Commander in-Chicf, or other powers. In
tho second, 8 whole regiment engige:t in
ropeated nots of mutiny, and tho consequent
court-martials havo ended in smoke. thus
again casting tho blame on theic enlonel by
implications In the third, a company s
deliberately defied rastraint, and mutinie!d
because the authorities neglected to trans -
fer it to another regiment.

punishment. That these are only straw,
indicating thie course of the wind, will ap
pear to any practical observer who goes

through our militia armories at any tmo i§
when the men are not actually on ill. {

Hae will scoin all, or nearly all, the same
 hail fellow style among men and oificers ;
tho same reluctance to bend to tho will ot

others, if the not involves any sacrifico ¥4

of personal comfort. Tuat the best of our
organizations aro not free from this defect 14
evincod by the experience of the Seventh

f..fantry at the Saratoga encampmant, whero ¢

a few riotous spirits, intent on what the,
called *“fum,’’ disregarded the A B C of

Regulations, and raised disiurbances almost §

every night after taps

¢ It has become time for the gentlemen
of tho National Guard to answer one last
question seriously—A.e you eoldiers,or only
playing at soldiers ?

“If tho first, you are, you must be, all
wrong, for you cannot get on without discip-
line.  If the last, is it not time, in view of
possible warlike contingencies, to turn over
a new leafand be either soldiers or civilians ?
Play soldiers, kidglove warriors, ave objects
of deserved satire all over the civilized
world. Are you conteut to becomse objects
of contempt 1 real soldiers, spite of any
amount of fuss and feathers? 1fnot,itis
time to do something towards raising the
standard of disciplinein the Nationaf Guard,
What they may be, we may speak about in
the future. Meantime we invite discussica
3( tho undoubled evil in 1ts possible reme

ies."”

Ix another column will be found an aiti-
cle ou the * National Dofence™ of France,
from the correspondent of the Duily Tele
graph, which strikes any one who niy have
studied the condition of the fortresses of
that country before the late war, as being
exactly what is wanted to maet the altered
conditions of warfare, The girdle of impreg.

nable fortresses on the best development

o the systems of Vauban and Cormontaigue
which covered the Franco-German frontier,
weore burst through like a prper scrcen by
tho German Invaders; with the exception of

Tho result has §
been simply disbandment, without further 1§
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