In speaking to the motion Dr Hamilton
said that there had been an encroaschineat
upon tho hibertics of the people. If it wero
successful wo would be ruled by Quobao,
whuch practically meant the Roman church
On account of the agitation of past years
no bibles wero now used in tho schools
1he speaker proceeded to give the history
of tho controversy, which hus been ropeas-
ed 80 often in the papers that it is not
necessary to give it here. Tho important
tiung for tho Synod to dowas to express its
sympathy with tho legislature of Manitoba
1f the resolution of the Dominion were
passed, trouble would surcly cnsuo: what
tho end of 1t would bo 1o one knew. An
mmportant eloction was to bo hold in Haldi.
mand, and if tho Sj'nod declared itself with
no uncertamn sound tho action mizht bo a
guido to the electors 1n voting. They had
a great ovil to figkt and it was necessary
to do it manfully. Ho moved the rosolu.-
tion.

Rev. J. L. Turnbull: * Moderator, 8s a
member of tho court of Haldimand I
second tho resolution with all my heart

Dr. Laing expressed himself in thorough
accord with the principles of the motion,
bat the form of 1t was nit entirely satisfac-
tory tobum. It wes sertainly calledout Ly
a political juncture, While the political
barometer went up and down the Presby-
terian Church should stand fast to its prin-
aiples. Tho motion shodld embody the
Synod s principles of education, and set
forth how these had been violated It was
not a question of party, This matter ro-
quired o great deal of consideration; so a
resolution that thoy would look back toin
the futurg could be framed Tn 1846 the
unpossibility of establishing an educational
system which contained noChristian teach-
ings, into which the DPresbytérians could
enter heartily, was demonstrated. It may
be possiblo that a majority in danitoba aro
1n favor of purcly socular scheols. This
was a great evil.  Ho would have sactarian
cducation. The other was tried in tho
balance in Australia and found wanting
It was tho desire in mixed communitics
to havo 8 system ibat would in no way
offcnd tho conscientious scruples of the
echool supporters. We can have n sys-
tem that TRoman “Tatholics cannot
honestly object to.  Thoe scparate
school cry was raised in 1860 and
scparato schools wero thrust upon us by
Quebec. Now that they bave our hands
tied, they wish to tic Manitoba’s, tho North
West's and ultimately British Columbia's
hands, Arve wogoing to atand idly by and
sco this on? Nevertheless the motion
should be stripped of its political signifi-
cance,

Dr. Mackay approved of the aim of tho
resolution, but also thought that the form
might bo changed alightly. Religion seem-
cd, however, to bo getting moro and more
mixed up in politics.  ** It makes my blood
tingle in my veins to read of what Manitoba
is getting thrust upon her while wo aro
sleeping. What do they intend to give
Manitoba? Separatoschools, cortainly, but
what kind? Not Ontario’s scparnto schools,
but a syatem that is not a system, an ednca-
tor that docs not cducate., Iy that syastem
that was in vogue beforo 1S90 tho pricsts
wero paid lerge sums of money, for which
00 accounts wero ever given.  They were used
to cdncate tho children 2s was evidenced !3:
the larre number of wmen who, when the
Krew up, wero not able to siga their own
pames.  This money was not used to educato
tho children for proper citizenship. It was
not a scparato school syatem, but a system
that was a dizgrace to civilization, Draw
the resolation up carefully, 80 it will be 2
Proper oxpression of our opinion.” (Ap-
Plause.)

. Dr. Mciluliea was in sympathy with the
line of thonfht of Dr. Laing. If Home Rule
was sonnd for Ireland it was sound for Mani.
toba. Te hgsod Ireland twould nover got
it, but wished to show tho incorsistency of
thoso who were endeavocring to get Homo
Rale for Ireland and were robbing Mavitoba
of her rights,  He did not wish_to mix poli-
tics with religion, and hoped the Synod
would avoid that also. He protested sgainst
tho Roman Catholic Church having done for
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hor what no other Church bad. This was a

ood matter for judicious consideration, and
ﬁo hoped that the delivorancoe would be
worthy of tho Synod. But after all thoe
oljections were romoved, and all caro ox-
ercised, thero would be political uso nade of
it.

Dr, Lyle, of Hamilton, took a different
stand from that of the provious speakors.
Tho Catholics, lio said, had Tights, and should

ct them. Ho claiined nothing himsolf that
ﬁu was not ready to gi\'o thom However,
ho saw the impossibility of an cducational
system with sshich tho Catholics would agree.
1f thoy woro left to muko one of their own,
they would quarrel with it in a short time.
Tho Stato was not able to teach roligion to tho
children.

It was moved by Rev, E. Cockburn, and
seconded Ly Rev. W. J. Day that tho
resolution be remitted to a committeo to pro-
pare a deliverance. Both theso gentlemen
wado short speechies on the motion.

DIt. ROLERTSON,

Dr. Robertson made an cxcellent speech
on tho all.immportant qucstion, and as lus
home is in the Wast, additional nterest was
manifested. Thoe doctor sud he asked for
tho moral support of alarge aud influential
Synod in this matter. It was not a quostion
affecting Manitoba, but every i)ro\'mco in
the Dominion. If the Prairie Province is
crushed, tho conquest wonld soon spread to
other places.  The Privy Council said that
tho Act of 1890 was ultra ares that the
Mamitoba Governnient had power to pass it.
Tho Privy Councll agnin said that tho Act
did not affect the rights of the Catholics.
After 1590 the Catholics, when called upon
to pay taxes for the public schools complain.
¢d that they had not enough left to aupport
their achools. The Privy Council then said
that if they bad grievances they could air
them at Ottawa. This was done and the
Cabinet sat, not as judges, but as statesmen,
‘Tho govcroment at Ottawa said to the west,
restore the law you had prior to 16§80. That
is what they said, that is the remeodial order.
What was the state of affairs then? Thero
was ono educational board divided into two
scctions, tho Protestant and the Cathelic,
and cach looked after tho training of thar
own children. Che Catholics appointed their
own teachers, books and inspectors. Evi-
denco showed that many of their achools
wero opened but one, two or three days a
week. Thoinefliciency of their system was
shown when a petition from an old Catholic
parish waa presented with nice-tenths of tho
sigoaturcs aigned by a cross as the men wero
unablé to writo their own names. Theso
two sections divided Manitoba into two dis-
tricts. Each district contained so0 many
children. No matterhow big the district, or
if it was impossiblo for somio to attend owing
to tho great distances, the pamo of every
Catholic child of school age, and someunder
it, was cntered on thelista. The Protestants
entered up only thoze who attended. The
Government divided up its money for schools
upon the basis ot attendance, 8o for $197 re-
ccived by the Protestants tho Catholics got
§347 for their poorer achools with poorer at-
tendance. The Roman Catholics did aot
tax themaclves to pay teachers but only to
erect ichool buildings. Tho Government
paid them $13,000 moro than they paid for
teachers. When a demand was mado -to
have this money refonded it was met with a
rofusal but was finaliy paid. This is the
system the Catholics wants restored. It is
undoabtedly preferable for them but no good
citizen should supportit. For years past the
peoplosaw that we conld not get aloog with
tho law asit then cxisted. Thero was no
oducational guarantee to tho rising geoer-
atiou. Mabnitoba was too poor a cotntry to
sapport two largo syatems. ~ The speaker had
scen two schools not half a mile apart, two
buildings, two teashers and only 20 children
in both. The great number of schools makes
it neceseary thut the gracts shodld be lesaen-
cd, and tho reault is that cach school recoives
hardly cnough to keep it goiog for tho year.
Oat weat thero are peoplo of every nationali.
ty. Tho only way to unite them into ono
peoplo was by one school system, have every
child taught the Euglish language, tho chii-
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dren grow up togethor. Tith tho other
system ono people woukl not have growa
from tho many classes now in tho weat, The
apeakor simply asked that the mattor be
lcft to Mamtoba to deal with, It was a
matter for tho provinco nnd involved provin-
cial rights, The Western people do not
want others to legislate for thom, They will
resent such action and it ia difficult to guess
what thoend of the trouble would be. ~Tho
west asked to Lo allowed to quietly and
calmly scttls the mattor itself, but any out.
stde,preasurs brought to bear would be ro-
sented.  No interferenco with the peace is
important to tho spttlement of tho country.
Manitoba asked for provincial rights, Lot
her settlo the difficulty heraelf, ¢ It .will
strengthen us aud stiffen the backbono of
tho cast,” said the doctor, concluding his
very ablo and intensely inteieating apeech.

The follewing committes reported tho find.
ing here subjoiued which was adopted : D,
Hamilton, convener ; Dr. Laing, Dr. Me.
Mullen, Dr. Mackay, Dr. Lyle, Mr. Ruther.
ford, Mr. D. H. Hunterand 3r. D. Turnbull,

Your committeo having considered tho mnat.
terroport asfollows :  The religious element
in clucation wa deem to bo of vital import.
ance. Wehold strongly that a non-Christian
aud purely seccular system is ansafe for the
State and canoot produce or fostor tho apirit
of 'Ywd eitizenship,

The truths and mora) duties of Cbrist, held
in common by zll, arc amply sufficient to sup.
ply what we desiderate in a public system of
education, and teaching of tho distinctive
tenets of any ono brauch of tho Christian
church shculd not be undertaken by tho
State,

On theso grounds we are opposed to tho
granting of public moneys for thoe support of
the deuominational schools.

Tho system of education established in
Aamtoba be:ng, according toour understand.
ing of it, Christian, but not sectarian or de-
nommnational, and admrably adapted to her
mixed and sparso population, has tho appro-
val of this Synod.

Thereloro wo doprecate any ontside inter-
ferenco with tho view of forcing on Mauitoba
& system of soparato schools.

Dr. Lyle presentod an excellont report on
Sabbath Observance. Its recommendations
as follows were adopted = (1) Your Synod
would urge tho ministers utnder its care to
preach on ‘¢ The Sabbath” at least onco dur-
iug the comiog year. (2) That tho heads of
families bo onjoinod toseo that the youngare
taught to keep the Sabbath day as God com-
mards it to be kept. A motion of confidenco
in tho Lord’s Day Allianco of this province
was cartied.

Tho committes 7eportod concerning the
communication received from tho dioceso of
Nugara re parochial schools. A great many
delegates did not think tho reply was atrong
cnough and considerable discussion cnsued.
It was finally adopted as follows :

** The Synod tespectfully acknowledgea re-
ceipt of tho commubication from the chair-
man of the committeo on education of the
Synod of tho dioceso of Nisgara, and thanks
the committee for their courtesy in informing
this Synod of their purpose in regard to ro-
ligiaus oducation in the jublic schools of
Ontario,

**Tho Synod rocalls tho satisfaclory results
of the former united action of tho churchesin
tho matter and would hail with pleasure an
opportunity ol further improvemont in this
direction, ~ At tho samo timo the Synod be-
lieves that it would not be justified in taking
any step calenlated to interfero with tho non-
denominational system now cstablished for
the introduction of doctrinzl teaching to
which many of our fellow-citizes . would bo
conscientionsly opposed, and thereforo rvo-
spectfolly decline to co-cperate with tho
Synod as requested in anything lookingin tho
direction of the cstablishment of parochial
schools.”

Tho report of tho commiltes in reforenco to
tho Iate Dr. King was read and adopted.

Delegates wero appointed to attend the
meotingof the Dominion Alliance, and votes
of thanks wero tendered tho local church
authoritics and the press for the kindness
oxtended thodelegates,

The Synod then adjonrned to meot in St.
Aundrow’s ehurch, Chstham, next year.
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