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A TALK WITH ST, PETER,

O I'eter, whetefure didst thou douls ?
Indeed, 1he scud Mew fast shiout,

DBat Ve was thete who-e walkivg foot
Covld make 1o wanilenieg hills take 100t )
And He had raid) Cosre duv & to mie,

Else had thy fvot not touched the sea.
Christ did not call thee 10 thy prave—
Was it the boat that made thee trave,

¢ Easy for thee who was not there,
Tothink thou syure shan [ couldit dare |
12 hardly fus thee, the ugh, 10 neck,
Scared as thoy wast, that railway shock !
W\ ho saidut this murn, * \Wife, we must go }
The plague witl s00n be hete 1 know |*
Whe, whert 1hy ¢hild stept—=not t1 dedthee
Saldst, * Life Is row not worth a Leeath 1**

Too true, great Ashermant 1 stand
ReLuked of waves seen from the land 1
Ever che lasking of the spray,

The buri g ferrs of any day,

Jtouse mnxioas denbt lest §aheu'd find
God neither In the spray hor winlg
131t now and thes, as onee to thee,
‘The Master turns and Jools at me,

Andd now to Him Itum ¢ My Lord,
Helpme tofecln e i 2 noe swond ¢

Let not the ceoss [t 1l appate

Know [ not Thee, the Lot af all)

Let reeling birain noe fau ting heant
Wipe out the sureness that Thou art 3
On, deepet Thou than doulbt can vo,
.\llake my pout hope cry out, ** | know,™

Then when it pleawes Thee to say,
" Come to my axle "=smt slormy way,
My feer, stonieg 1o Thy will, .
Shall, Leaved anl to scd, walk toward Thee still 3
Nu leaten heart shall aink me where
Prodence Is cronned with ool despair g
Bat 1 shall ceach and ¢la-p Thy band,
And un the sea forget the lind, |

—Sunday Magasine,

TUE-DAMNATION-ARMY,

MucH has been said in favour of, and in op-
position to, the Salvation Army. Its wiys,
means and methods have been criticised with
more or less scverity, and much fault has been
found with the things done and with the manner
of doirg them. Members of the Silvation
Army have frequenily been mobbed and atrest.
ed, and somctimes fined and 1mprisoned, while
their parades and performances, have often been
discountenanced and forbidden,

While we do not feel obliged to approve or
disapprove of all that the Salvation Army has
done, we would call attention to znother army,
which docs not seem to attract as 1nuch notice
as its importance demands. It is the Dim-
nation Army, whose organization is moreancient,
whose f>tces are much larger, and whose opera.
tions are much more widely extended than
those of the Salvation Army. It has more
rccrude, more soldicrs, more officers, more
money, and more men, than the Salvation
Army can ever expect to have, It does
more marching—not always in straight lines;
makes more noise, more tumult, more hulla.
baloo than the Salvation Army ever thought
of making. Ithas filled more prisons, hos.
pitals, alms-houses, and asylums with its shat.
tered wrecks than the Salvation Army could
fill if its entire force was quartered in those
iasiitutions. .

The organization of the Damnation Army Is
very complete, It has hundreds of thousands of
recruiting officers cand drill.tooms,  Its officers
stand behind the bar, well fed,' ruddy-nosed,
porily, snd sell possessed The rank and file

are 1o front of the bar, in every condition of

preservation and dilapidation, from the high.
toned swell, the proud atistocrat, the inhesitor
of .millions, and the rising politician, down to
the little boy, the wan-faced gitl, and the mdg-
looking tattezdemalions,poverty-stricken, wreich-
ed, helpless, noisy, abusive, unreasonable, riot.
ous, violent, criminal, degraded, diseased and
insane.

It would be quile impossible for any tongue
to tell the wors and miseries caused by and
endured in this Damnation Arnay, and yet it has
seemed toattract comparatively very little notice
or attention, It gathers jts recruits, young,
bright, intelligent, gay, wittr and brilliant ; and
it wurny out its viterans, bold, brazen, degraded,
debauched, discased, ruined and lost. It
marches its solid columns down to the dark
-gorges of intempeiance and ctime until they
stream over the awlul precipices of perdition,
and melt into the blackness of darkness forevert
The Damnation Army brings its recroits from
thehomes of joy and peace and love; it sends
jts vcierans away into ‘sorrow, wisery and de.
atruction, from which they never retuin,

The Damnation Army has its barracks, its
camps, ils outposts cverywhere.  Every drink.

ing saloon is a recruiting office, every gambling:

den, every haunt of sinful pleasurcis an outpost
or a fortress of this grand army.

The Damnation Army has its reserves in every
prison, and its invalids in every hospltal, anxious.

Iy awaiting till they can rejoin their regiments;
while every alms-house It a refuge for the dis.
abled veterans. Tt has its foragers in the shape
of begpars and tramps at every bick dour o7 from
dour m the land where there is a chmee (¢ get
cold victuals, or hot victuals, 0ld clothes, or new
clothes,  This army foiages liberally, and lives
in the countey where ot is quantered. You and 1
temperate and industsious a* we mnay be, do
many a hard day's work 1o feed and clothe and
protect this all devouring host,

What shall be done with the Damnation
Aty 2 Sappose we turn ounr atteption to it
investicate 1ts origin, examing its forces, scan
its roster, scc who is communderin-chicl, and
who arc its aiders, nbettors, synpathizers and
supporters ; inguite into ils aims, scrulinize iis
record, and Inspect the work it does, laving:
done this pethaps we shall be prepurad to act.

The Damnation Arniy means rebellion, treason,:
murder, desolarion, and perdution. [t makes
war on home, happiness, life, health and peace.
Shall not cvery man, and every woman, rally to
tesist the progress of this army, and to turn
back jts myriads from the paths of sin to the
ways of pcacc?  Shall we not also pray to God,:
the loving and mighty one,whose arm alone can’
work deliverance and brieg salvation, to turn
the feet of the wayward and sinful into paths of
rightecusness, and gather the multitvdes who
arc away from God into the ranks of those who
are redeeined by blood and saved by grace
diviae 2—ChAristian Arm.

CHILDREN'S SERMONS.

Many a student enters upon his ministry.—
well qualified,it may be, to deal with the abs:sntce
scepiic, . the inleresting but rare agnowtic the
lay-theolegian,” who requirés every Stiaday an
argued discoutse—=but utterly unabile to touch
the heant, quicken he imagination, or Instiuct
the mind, of the children. Children's sermons
are always liked by the congregation ; and not
'untrcqucnlly the tea minutes” 1alk  with the

litde folks docs more to "heip the clders
than the forty minutes of 'set discourse. The
children's level of spiritual perception and fucl-
ing is oficn much higher than 143t of the grown.
,up people.  ‘To reach them is nut neesssarily.to
come duwn, except from the stilts of pulpit style

‘| and theulomiz phease. A story that'mdved Th

will not fait to seach theirclders. But children's
sermons do not come canly ; they,are difficult
10 make, because they must be simple, short,
and livdy. To drone, argue, read, or orate to
the children, always fails; it must be bright,
cheerful, tender talk—the outcome of afull
memory of childhood, a deep sympazhy with its
lcarcs and joys, and an indesctibable sort of
fathethood and motherhood in the pastor. In
these days the qualifications of the minstry in
all churches wmust be manifuld ; but not the
least of them seems to me'to be a gift, well cul:
tivated and trained, for dealing with children
both in masses and individually.  In senie con.
gregatjons the children ncver hear a word from
the pulpit otherwise than such as they may be
able to pick up in the sermon, Bur, inyeta
Jasger nunber of cases,the Sunday-school scarce-
Ily knows the face and form of the minister,
What sort of harvesting must that be which al.
together misses the young heans in the sowing of
the seed ? Something will possibly Le said as
to the litle time preachers have to spare for
such work as this. Two services.on a Sunday
are quite as much, it is said, as most men can
stand. e itso; there are six diys in the week
in which something ought 10 be done for the
childeen, Well, it may be replied, something is
done. Thue; but by whom ? The total abstainer
Inthe Band of Hope. Butin how many in.
stances -is that, in any sense, the minister’s
work ? Should he not have his own gathering ?
I Might he not take part one night in the week,or,
in his turn, in the * Children’s Hour,"-a most
'po]mhr furm of a week-day Sunday-school, with
-vecreation -and play as well as [nstruction? A
well-instructed ministey, In hearty sympathy with
work among the children, will display no little
originality in devising methods by whichthe
pastorate of every church shall include a direct
|and personal care for the childeen.—Pulpit
| Treaswry,

! As there is & difference between firmness and

‘stubbornness, so, here s a difierence between
ielding and wavening. One may show strength
n yiclding to good .influenes, ﬁm a5 one miy

show weakness by yiclding to bad influences;
but wavering at any time Is the indubitable sign
of weakness. A waverer never conquers any-

{thing—not even himself, He never satisfies

anybody—not even himselfl A young lady on

beirg told that her mother had positivly refused
to grant her a centain favour, remarked, “ 1am
surprised at that, for mamuma generaliy wavers.”

She did not say that her mother generally yield-

| ed, or generally refused; she went deeper down

than that in getting at the truth of 1he cate. She
had, in fact-learned that keynote of her mother’s
character when she was a  very young
rlild, And many aparent issimilarly under-
stood. No one loses the respect of a child
more surcly than a wavering patent or teacher.

Doubt if you must, disbelieve if you ought—but

do not waver. Consult and consider, weigh or

decision.—S. S, Times,

waive;—-but, in one way or another, come toa |},

Mission ®Work,

A STRANOR IncioeNT.—The other day o
man came to Dr. Riddle complaining of a severe
pain_in tho stomach, The doctor gave him
medicing v hich selicved him,  Next day we
werc told that before the man had come to the
hospital, he first sent to consult the fdol about
his trouble, ‘The idal, through a nicdium,
answered : ' can't help you ; go to the pastor.”
It is surely a strange state of malters, wien onc
who professes to e the mouthpiece of an cvil
spirit sends men 1o the Christian missionary |
—Lresbyierian Messenger.,

Jaran.—"T'heatre services have been held with
excellent success in th2 Kobe station and out.
stations in Japan, ‘Lhe audiences have been
limited only by the capacity of the s buildings,
and have been addressed on the vital theme of
personal salvation. ‘The movers are almost
invariably the churches, or companicsof belicvers
‘where churches are not yet organized. They
also pay all the expenses, and the missionary 1s
present only as an invited spezker, responsible
for nothing but the truth and earnestness of his
address, These meetings are attended by all
grades of socicty, and by both sexée, and great
good is anticipated. —Alissivnary Herald.

* -

PRrooresS N Ivpia.—The latest new departure
in India is the starting by the Brahmos of a
renana mission] It iy composed of Bengali
ladics of the most aristocratic order and is called
Sabhi-Samiti,  Many of the most highly cdu.
cated young lalies arc members, and they
would scemn to be actuated by a really sincere
wirhi todo gnod.  “They arcon 102 look-vut for
a number of gitly, or gelwidows, who would
agree to be trained at tneir expense as zenana
teachers, It is indeed a innst impressive sign
of progress to hear that niany wealthy ladics,
hitherio indifferent to the lot 0. their poor sisters,
have begun to manifest asympathetic futerest in
their aundition.— Christian Lader,
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Sciopricon Preacntxnec.—" Inordinarypreach.
ing it is exceedingly difficult to keep the atten-
tion of a large audience long cnough to tell them
God's wonderful plan of redemption.  Many
will lcave as soon as they sce that a new
religion is being proclaimed, while others will try
to get up a discussion or get a joke on the
preacher.  But pireaching with a sciopticon has
no such draw* acks, Uy means of it weare able
to culleet in the strecls farge audiences, and
often 1o keep their attention for two hours. At
Sivagunga we preached in this way live cvenings,
and our sudiences varied from twn hundred 1o
four hundred., -We visited five diffcrent pans of
the city, trying in this way to reach the entire
city; but 1 was surptised as well as gratified to
see that many fulluwed us from place to place,
not being sathfied with secing only once.  Tn our
preaching we confined ourselves entirely to the
story of our Lord, not once attacking. their
s)stem of idolatry, 1 heard afterward that many
sard that Christianity was indeed the true religion,
and that they would join it provided it did not
ruin their caste and social position,.—Afrs. Dooth
in Mussionary Herald.

Ho King Exc.——At the missionary meeting
last year ot Nirgara Falls there was a young
Chincte gitl, about seventeen yeats old, who
had come to this country te study medicine, ex-
pecling to return to China and do medical
work among the women of her own land. She
Is the daughter of a native minister connected
with the Mcthodist mission at Foochow, and is
hersell & Chiistian. At the meeting she told
her own story, by the request of others, and
nid: “1 came to America to learn English
and study medicine, then I go back to my
China, make people well, and taik abou: J 1sus,
When 1 wae a little gir), I Lke to study very
much=—I think I like to study medicine. One
day my {sther preach in church; he say every-
body sin; when I heard, I was 30 sorry, I ask-
ed my father have 1, sinned? My father say,
tyes)' 1 say, * Why, I never kill anybody ? then
niy father told me oh! man(y things,and say,
‘Yes, you sin' ‘Then Isay Usorry; Lery. My
father say, *You better not sotry; you pray
God, and He take away my sin and make me so
happy,! Then my father say, ‘God take ‘away
ycur sin, make you have peace and joy; do you
want 10 do something for God ? fuy. ‘0
father, so long a time I want tu study medicine
and help sick people’ Then he say, * You go

y tod ; he will help, you know.” In three
months [ went to Foochow Hospital and leam
some ; then Miss Trask (mcdia‘ wissionary in
China) want me 10 come here, and 1soglad;
but I lcave father, mother, beother, sister, friend,
~—that 30 hard,—say gouod-byc ; but God come
with -me, and help me every day—lelp me
study and learn. & work hard, then I go back
my China, make cvcrybo.ln well, and help their
bodies ; then I talk to them about Jesus. I

ope you pray for me; I learn soon, s0 1 go
back to my Cluyna."—m Alissionary. .

BIBLE WOMEN IN CHINA.

Or the difficuliies of finding suitable women
for Cliistian wotk ameag their pative sisters,
and training them 0 as 10 be succussful woukers,
Miss Field , who hay hersell been emincatly
suceessful in such work, writes frankly and can.
didly as follows :— :

“1 have found it best not to lake into my
class those who offir themselves as pupils, but
to scck out, and invite 1o it those whose char.
acter is such as to recominend them for the
watk.  Fven when the cllosance glven for food
was solow as not tu tempt even the most needy Lo
enter the class for the food's sake, some who
thought the schoolhouse pleasanter than their
own houses, or who had domestic troubles thag
they wished to get away from, or who hoped
that their absence from home might bring an
obdurate motherin-law to terms, came as applis
cants for admission to the school. Oaly when
thoroughlf' acquaianted with the women invited to
Join the class can one feel sure that she is spend-
ing her time and money on those who are seek-
ing the truth solely for the truth's sake, Ve
have the joy of firding many such in our classes,
and such will and do remain stead(ast through
much hardship in the work to which they are
called. Even when reacwonable care is taken in
theselection of the wonien to be trained, fully half
of those who are tried are fo'ind to hic incompe-
tent for the work,  Many are dismissed on ac-
count of physical weakness or bad temper ; or
duplicity, or an {nability to deliver the Gospel
message plainly. Some study a few months,
and then return to theit homes 1o be more
joyous and intelligent Christians al their lives ;
some study for ycars, and grow 1n grace ina
wonderful way,

* Of a hundred women admitted to my own
training-school in Swatow during ten years, about
one4hird became capable of aptiy instructing
others”  Mies Ficlde scnds out her women two
and two into thevillages and country round
about. o

**To the nearest villages they go in the morn-
ing and return at night; in the more distant
onecs they stay several days, if some- wovian
there Is pleated to hear their message, and will

Sherelore , give -them slodving. .Datin: three_

months a pair of ‘women will thus teach in from
ten to thirty villages, At the end of two months
they return and give a rep it of their work, and
after a week of insiruction and conference they
g0 out again to the same or other stations. /7
vi5it their slations as often as possible, and nerer
send them to any plae swhere 1 have not myself
deen, and of which 1 do not myself know the
conditions and surroundings. Each DBible.wo.
man receives fico dollsrs @ month and lravdggg
cxpenses.  This buys food and clothing as g

as, and no better than she would have at
home. This sum merely cnables the woman to
leave her home and do the work, It does not
pay het for the fatigue nor the obloguy she eas
dures. She must bear that for CHRisT's aske,
and with no earthly reward.  Prodably the worst
methaas of evangelisation are those which yield
worllly advantages 1o the evangelist and the dis-
¢eiple.  Corverts brought in through sclfishness
reniain selfish to the end, and transmit to their
spiritual children diseases that are finally fatal
to the Church.”

It were well for the women of China if the
number of such sensihle and succesful mission-
aries ag Miss Fielde were multiplied indcfinitely,
Her lately published book * Pagoda Shadows,”
from which these extracts are taken, is a most
irteresting volume with an introduction by the
Rev. Joseph Cook, of Baston.

ELDERS AS LOCAL PREACHERS.

Mr.Jastes E, MatriesoN writes to The Clirist
fan contrasting the Mcthedist sy<tem of employ-
ing local preachers with the Presbyterian one of
leaving this whole departm :nt of Christian work
almost wholly to the regulatly lizensed or or-
dained mipister. He says:

“ I look very wistfully at thit state of mattars,
As a PresbyterianIsay to myself: This is the true
Presbyterianism and not the sham ; these local
preachiers amoni‘ the Wsileyane are doing the
work whiih all resb:terian elders ought to be
doingall ovet Scotland, and wherever in England
they have gut a footing. Butalis! alas | theotlice
of the etdership has been degraded into that of
church manager ; busies itzell with temoralities,
and leaves to one man 2 work of spiritual super-
visio1 and preaching which he cannot overtake.”

T'his is too true in Canada as well as in the
old country. Is there not surcly some way in
which the spiritual gifts and power of conse-
crated laymen may find Jarger recognition and
employment in Christian work?  Preahyterian.
isny in Canada is aot yet the stcreotyped system
it has become in Scotland, but is in danger of
becoming 3n; and that in a second edition
twithout revision or amendment,

p————

Gob Sezep THR Davi—The Marquis Tsang,
in a letter to the Saciety for the Suppression of
the Opium Trads, thanks the society for its
labours, and says he looks forward to the time,
at no remote day, when the socicty shall have
sttained its object.
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