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«"What a sublime and blessed contrast betwecn ourselves, a vast congregation of
mourners, gathered under the gloomy sha-,do% of ain oppressive grief, arouind ail
that is earthly and perishable of our venerated and beloved father in Chribt, and
that innumierable company of angels, and general assembly and churchi of the
glorified, w-ho have welcomed lis spirit to rest and everlastingjoy. We are over-
whlelmed with distress ; w-e have suffered w-ith sore bereavement; w-e cannot utter
our anguiishi; tears and silence are the best language for our w-oe. HIe -who gave
these susceptibilities to sorrow w-dl not upbraid us ; "lie knoweth our fraîne holi
remiemberethi that w-e are dust." We mourn tue loss of one whom znany of us
reverenced more deeply than any living man-whom w-e loved with an afièlction
raost intense and feýrvent-to w-hom v-e clung w-ith. ail the gratitude and trust
w-hichi Christian hearts are aecustomed to feel for one w-ho lias been made to
theni the earthly channel. of divine and immortal blessings. And this immense
assemblagye does but represent a sorrow too widely diffused to take part in these
sad solemuiiities. The inhabitants of tixis great town, in which for more thian liadf
a century our lost friend resided as one of its most useful and conspicuous citizene,
acknow ledged hi s worth w-hile living, honoured himi w-ith universal and ever-in-
ereasing confience and esteem, and to-day are penetratedwilthmotp-
found regret for his departure. The tivo thousand churches of thîis country ad-
liering to the samne faitli and polity as hiniself, venerated him as their patriarch,
listened to his cotinsels, his wa-nsand bi's instructions, w-ith aflectionate and
filial deference, and confessed that lie w-as tlîeir crown and their joy, and tlîey are
one with us in our present distress. And myriads more, belonging to ail the
various churclies of Protestant Christendwm, dvelling in remote countries, speak-
ing var ious languages, belonging to every raxik from, the loftiest to the Dieanest
and most obscure, liavincr been led by bis hand to Christ, will. be troubled and
hieavy at heart wlien tlîey hear that hoe îs vith us no longer. We look away
fromn thîis glooin wîthi tinspeaka-ýble tlîankfulness to the miglity assembly -hiedi lie
lias.joined in glory. We are troubled because w-e are met around the ruins of his
earthly natuire, but thîey exuilt over lus perfect lioliness and his everlasting joy.
Those lips aire nover more to unclose in our hecaring, eith er to utter prayer or
thanksgiving in this sanctury, or to plead i-itli their persuasive oloquence in our
civie as!semblies for the great interests of philanthropy or frecdom, or tû speak to
us wvords of loving consolation w-lien our homes are sulent througli some painful
bereavement, and our hie.rts torn w-ith unutterable agony. The cordial grasp of
that generous band, the radiant smile whilîih told us of his love, -%, are nover
more to know, but liigli up in hîcaven they are glad to-dayý. lis voice is heard
there in swveeter tones and sublimer strains than. ever it could discourse on
earth. lEs hecart glows with. a more ardent love, his hand is nerved w-ith a
nobler strength. The spirits of just mon made perfect, multitudes of w-hom
kneiw and loved hini once, bofore aIl luis eartlîly infirmities were for ci-or laid
aside, have triumphed in lus entranco to tlueir bliss. If there is joy in hîeaven
w-hon a sinner 15 brought to repentance, be sure thiere are songs of triumpli w-hon a
saint is clcvated to lus glory. I eau almost imagine indecd, that sometinmos oven
angels may liesitate and falter w-lien tluey are congregatod to receive one w-ho lias
been smitten down in the fuilness of lus strength, w-itli a wisdom he lias nover
been permitted to utter, strong in faith w-hicic lias lind no adequate opportunities
for demonstrating its victorious pow-er, burning w-ith a zeal for serving mon and

glrfigChrist whicli has been denied thi- service and tuo labours fur which. it
passionately ye-arnod, callcd aw-ay froun illustrious anud vucsfl-ouyk anmost
before it w-as beg-un - But thie w-elcome tluey lîad given to him on w-hose protrac-
ted lifo w-e are lookingr back w-ithi grateful thougli sorrow-ing hiearts to-day, must
have sprnng promptly and exultingly from. their rejoioing hearts. HIe hiad
finishied tlîo work w-hichi w-as given hima to do ; lie hiad fouglit the good fighit; lie


