——

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

5

conate,” Rev. W, H. Allworth. A very
animated discussion followed the reading
of cach paper.

At the closing * platform  mecting ™
ten-minute addresses were made as {ol-
lows:

“ Our Denominational Outlook,” Rev.
W. H. Allworth; * Fecling, Principle,
aad Carist as Forces in the Christian
Life,” Rev. C. ledley; ** Foreign Mis.
sions and our Churches,” Rev. 1) Mc-
Gregor; “The Work of the Spirit,” Rev,
W, Hay; * Entire Conseeration,” Rev,
H. tughes.

This brought a very interesting meet-
ing of the Assoviation to a clo.e. The
next meeting will be held in Hamilton
in October.

. McGRIGOR,
Secretary.
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MANITOBA MISSION.

PILOT MOUND CONGREGATIONAL
CiIURCH,

———

A Deautiful hill, nsing above the
rolling prairie, one hundred miles west
of Emerson, is appropriately called
Pilot Mound. Until two years agoiit
was known only as a landmark for
the hunter and trader. It is, however,
now the guide tu many a settler, as he
wanders over the boundless prairic ; a
welcome object to teil him, whenmany
miles away, the direction of his home.
It suggests to him hopes of his accus.
tomed pnivileges, schools and church.
es, in the town which he expecis is
yet to be. It furnishes a beautiful
village site for a large section of coun-
try, chiefly scttled with an ihtelligent
and industrious people, many of whom
have enjoyed the privilege of fellow-
ship in Congregational Churches.

The Rev. ]. Brown has preached
here and at different stations during
the past winter, and for some time
there has been a desire on the part of
the people to organize a church.

With this in viesww Rev. W. Ewing
was requested to visit the field and as-
gist in the work, On March 22nd, he
preached to about eighty persons, in
the house of Mr. Fraser, which has by
his kindness been used as a meeting
house.

On Monday evening a large number
again gathered, and it was decided to
meet the following afternoon and form
the nucleus of a Church. The beau.
tiful spring weather, bringing with
it, hurry and bustle, did not prevent
an earnest company from assembling
for this purpose, in the house of Mr.
R. Blackburn. After devotional exer-
cises W. "Robertson, Esq. was called
to the chair. An exposition of Con-
gregational principles wis given by
Rev. W. Ewing, after whitl, a httle
band of ten, all of whom had been mem-
bers of Congregational Churches,—
with united hands to symbolize the
union of hearts,in prayer ledby Rev. J.
Brown, covenanted to wailk togeéther in
Church fellowship, according to the law
of Christ as sct forth in the New Tes-
tament.

The doctrinal statement of thé Con-
gregational Union of Ontario and Que-
becwas then adopted as a declarationof
the fundamental doctrines held by the
Church to be Scriptural, A unanimous
call was extended to Rev. J. Brown,who
consented to become pastor of the
Church. Deacons and officers were
nominated, and the name Pilot Mound
Congregational Church was chosen.

A dclightful season was enjoyed
at the Lord’s table, after which the
members and several friends sat down
«swith gladness and singleness of heart”
10 a bountiful supper provided by Mrs.
Blackburn. This, as well as the other
parts of the service, appeated to be
clearly apostolic.

It is estimated that at the different
stations, there are about thirty who
have been members of Congregational

nominations are interested. Mr. Brown

and the little band enter hopefullyl

upon the work.

Land for the Church site is kindly { adwit of such a construe

offered Ly DMr. }. Fruser, and

erccted.

Churches, and many of different de.‘

call for the exhuming of anything in the'
past, or the stirring up of dirty puddles,
which your strictures assume to be in
existence. My letter does not fairly
tion. 1 shonld

) we | have been destitie of common sense to
trust that a church home will soon be | have asked such a thing,

May this and the Church ! that we are
at Winnipeg, both so hopeful, be but | sented by

But believing
just now being misrepre
other denominations, and that

the beginning of that planting which | some of vur professed friends are help-

shall grow up to be a mighty power
for the extensicn of the kingdom of
Chirist in our vast new territory.
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THE UNION MELETINVG.
Toroxro, April 19, 1881,
The joint Committee of the Toronto
Churches on reception and entertam-
ment, request that the ministers and
delegates coming to the Union Mceeting
will notify the undersigned at the carli-
est date, not later than e7th May.
W. FrREELAND,

71 Bay Street,

Seeretary of Committee.

({orvrespondence.

THE REI. A, MANNAY'S LET
TER, AND THE REV. W I
ALLIVORTI

To the FEditor of tne Canadian Imdependent ;

Drar Sk, In Mro Allworth's letter
of 7th inst. reference is made to a *Con-
ference” which met with Mr. Hannay,
the members of which *he naturally
suppesed to be representatives of Cone
gregationalism in Canada.”  As the one
in the Northern Church was that which
met the respected Seeretary of the kng-
lish Union, and as T have heard other

insinuations thrown out s to the undue
influence exerted thereby in the forma- |
tion of Mr. Hannay's opinion, I would
give your readers--as far as memory
serves, no record having been kept —an
account of its personnel. We who planned
it were shut up to Monday evening by
Mr. Hannas's personal  convenience,
therefore no one could come from the
Rast further than from Belleville, without
spending  Sunday in_‘loronto. Such
consideration necessarily limited the in-
vitations. The entertainment was pro-
vided by the untted diaconates of the
Zion, Northern, Western, and Yorkville
Churches, who were nearly all present,
as were the four pastors (Mr. Sicox
was then pastor of the Western).  Tnvi-
tattons were sent, or arranged for to be
sent, to all the ministers connected with
the Central Assoctation, and to Messrs,
Heu de Bourck, Affvorth, Grtith, and
McGregor (Guelph), as being within pos-
sible reach of that Monday evening gath-
ering.  The Association was well repre-
setitegd 3 Mr. Heu de Bourck was there,
and though Mr. Allworth did not respond,
1 venture to think your readers will agree
with me that the brethren present did
fairly represent the Congregational ele-
ments of central Ontarno.

As I am one of those who believe the
denomination has been weukened mate.
rially and morally by “trust m clencal
adventurers,” it may be permissible to
say my opinion was given on that and
other matters at the very commencement
of the Conference, and, as 1 spoke but
once, there was abundant opportunity to
correct any wrong impression my decided
conviction might have made.

Like you, Sir, I thorcughly deprecate
the washing of ecclesiastical dirty linen

in the columns of a paper destined to
fall into the hands of our children, orto !

give publicity to troubles Christian char-
ity would cover, and therefore add no-
thing save that Mr. Hannay’s remarks
were general—if the cap is fitted, he is
not responsible therefor.

Joux Burron.
To the)Editor of the Canadran Independent,

DEear Sir,—My letter which appeared
in your last week’s issue was not’intend-

ed for publication, much less does it

ing to make the impression that we are
suffering for want of creeds and coun-

cils, I privately requested a /787 or, in

other words, the wame and number of
the churches in Ontario who have been

ruined by clerical adventurers. It would

not have occupied many lines. 1 have,
known our churches for the last forty
years nearly T commenced preaching
in 1832 -and T boldly asser. that I be

lieve we have not been so often impused
an as the congregations of other de-
nominations,

QOur system assumes that a Congrega.
tional church can be trusted to chouse
its own minister without outside dicta-
tion.  \ssertion to the contrary, is with-
otit proof to sustain it. .

Preshyterics,  Conferences, Bishops, |
Councils, and Churches have cach in
their turn been  deceived, and  have
trusted the wiong man. I appeal to the
record and history of our own and other
churches in Ontario for the last forty !
vears. Isay that our record will com.
pare favorably with that of any other de-
nommation. |

Yours, &c.,
W, H. Aniworti.
Paris, April 9, 18S1.

70 the Iditor of the Canadian Indcpendent. I

Drar Sik, - It appears to me that the
judgment Mr. Hannay formed as to the,
causes of the weakness of our denomm.
ation here, was not his own.  He had:
but scant opportunity for observation,
and whathesaw was chietly through other |
people’s spectacdes. Mr. Allworth's sup- |
position that the respected Secrctary of
the Colonial Missionary Sodiety recenved
his impression from the brethren whol
miet in conference with him, is doubtless
to a large extent correct.  Had he been
favored with an interview with such as|
the respected Paris pastor and others, ai
different or very much modiied opmion |
would have been recorded on the special !
cause dealt with in Mr. Allworth's letter !
in your last issue. .

The case of the Bond street Church
is intruduced;as an illustration, and, as !
one who has taken 2 perhaps oo prom 4
nent pazt in its affairs—a part, however, |
honestly and conscientiously pursned— |
I beg space for a word or two with re-;
gard to it.  That the damage donc to |
the whole body through the mistake of
re-calling to the high and responsibie |
ofiice of the pastorate, a man who had¥

once contessedly fallen as their late pas. !

tor had, was serious and farreaching m'!
its effect, 1 sorrowfully admit ; and the!
Church by a resolution, has unanimousiy |
eapressed its sorrow and regret therefor. |
Mr. Allworth scarcely realizes the extent :
of the evil results of the extension of %
tnat call, or I am sure he would not call i
them ** imaginary.” You, S, are correct |
in your verdict thus far. But here I must
partcompany with you,and agree with Mr.,
Allworth in his remark that in this un-
happy trouble the Bond St. Church has
been ““more sinned against than sin-
ning.” This is true, Sir, not only asj
charged against ‘the late pastor himself, i
but as against those who, subsequently !
to the erasurc of his name from the |
membership of the Church, did not ex- |
tend their sympathy and fellowship. 1
cannut express my meaning m more fit-
ting language than that of a much es-
teemed deacon of a sister church, who
has authorized me to use his words as 1
think well: “ If the sister Churches of
Toronto in their united reply to your
Church were faithful, and I won’t say
they were not, but I must say this: that

Fvise you all to follow.

it was a faithfulncss that was Zasd and
bare, withouta hind orbrotherls wordan .
Would that ¢y fad acted the part of the
good Samaritan whon they tound Bond
streetbruised, wounded, bleching andnigh
unto death. I it was thewr duty to pour
the wine to dleanse, it - quite as much
their duty to pour tie ol on the wounds
to soothe and to lwal. Did i nat ook
as if they *passed by oon the other side
Well, there is balm in Giicad, and a
plysician there.” T am glad, Sir, that
vou do not assail Mr. Allworth's position
in this respect. The evl wrought in
this instance, Sir, was not unmned with
good.  The churdh editice has at any
rate been saved to the budy, and by a
rigid revision of the «burch roll, the
hurch atsedt has been set i such order
that the exact poution of tvery member
remaining is known, and lor holy zeal
amd agaressive Christian work, its mem-
bership will compare favorably with that
of any church in the world, I hope
that the denomivation will rejoice at this
fact, and when the proper time arrives
secure to the chureh that ve/zus that will
enable it to take its old time lively inter-
est in the sanous mstitutions of our de-
nomination,

1 do trust, sir that at the communion

“senvice that will be observed at the close

of the commyg mecting of the Umon,
Bond-st. Church may rejoice, and with it
the representatinves of all the churches,
that she is once more i sviepathy with
the whole body.  Eond-street will not
then be cited as an example of a cause
ot weakness to Congregationahsm-—but
so much lost ground will have at least
been recovered. No church on carth is
perfect. It s only n Christ that we are
catitled to meet i fellonshup with cach
other as brethren, Let us be kind and
torbearing.  We cannot afford to be an-
tagunistic to one another in a city hke
Toronto,  Unitad, a zlonous work may
be accomplished o divided, and tar more
scriotts harm will be done to aur common
cause than ever the sonious mistake re-
ferred to has wrought,
Yours truly,
Thowss ErGar,
530 Church-st.. Toronto, April 9, 1881

To tle Editor of the Canadran Independent

Drar Sk In the last issue of your
paper appears a communication from
Rev. W H. Allworth, and which s
the ground of m: writing to you at the
present time. I pass over all of that
communication  «veept  the paragraph
relating to * Bond St. Church Mistake,”
as it is called.  ‘That Bond St Church
made a grievous mistake in the settle-
ment of our late pastor, none will at-
wmapt to deny, and none regrets it more
than the membership of Bond st. Church.
But 1 feel quite satisfied that Mr. All-
worth is correct in  staling that the
damage done the churches in the body
“is more imagmary than otherwise,”
Bond st. Church herself being the suf
ferer (as she ought to bey, butthere seems
a determination in certain uarters to
sneer at and bedittle Bond St Church
and cverything connected with it and its
present pastor.

I would advise the Lditor of the C. /.
“and all those who jare in the best posi-
tion to pass judgment on Bond St.
Chureh,” to consult with the "T'own Clerk
of Ephesus, he is a sensible man and
will give good advice, which 1 would ad-
Mecantimc please
discontinue sending my paper.

Yours truly,
F. Hati.

Toronto, April 7, 1881,

To the Editor of the Ind-pendent.

Sir,—Has Dr. Hannay got to the
right cause to account for the weakness
in the Congregational body 1n Canada?
Is he right to lay all the blame on the
ministers for that weakness he speaks
of ¢ Is there no blame to be attached
to its members 7 Are there not a great



