CORRESPONDENCE.
Owex Sousp, April 22ud, 1878,
Ta the Editor Frurrsoveny JorrNar :

Duar Si,~—The iucessant hammering which we, the Free
thinkors of this town, have sustained, at the hands of thut chum-

ps a of Christinuity, Prof. (t. Braden, during a period of nearly |

three weeks, in which lo lectured alinost nightly ; has not had
the offect of leading us buck as stray sheep to the paths of Ortho-
doxy ; on the contrury the ineffoctual cfforts which ho made to
dispol the doubts of Seeptics; and refute tho arguments of
Infidels; have if possiblo more thoroughly convinced usof the truth of
thoe position held by Freethinkers. That, together with the cowardly
attempt made by our local Rev. comfortors, to place uw, ns it wero,
outside the pale of society, by their (iv‘famous petition to the
‘Town Council (which you have already noticed in your Jourxav)
hag roused our energy amd indignation, and *few but undis-
mayed ” wo have re-orgunized our assuciation ; vesolved, that the
fust-spreading rovolution in roligious thought shall have tbe
assistence of our combined offurts.

Wo Leld a special mesting on Sunday, 7th inst, at the house of
afriend ; the attendance was good,  Mr. T. W. TIugo, prosident, in
the chair, ‘The necessity for appointing un asst. sceretary arising
from tho long and unavoidabloe absence of our secretary, Mr, W,
5. Cain, was wet by appointing Mr. G. S. Caldleck to that oflice.

Somo unfinished buyiness in reference to platform and by-laws
was aisposed of. A motion to the effect that steps bo taken to
bavo this Association ro-organized as a branch of the ‘Loronto
Frecthought Association, was unanimously adopted. A committee
way appointed to secure & pormanent place of mecting ; other busi-
ness of minor importance was transacted. My, Hugo then fuvored
us with some well selected readings, which were heartily applauded.

1 have no doubt that when we havo a meeting 100m of our own,
our assewnblies will bo regular and well attended, for the cause hns
many sympathizers in the town who have never openly avowed it,
who may be induced to stand by us when our Association is better
orgunized. I cannot close without expressing how glad U was to
seo those heavty congratulations which you have received on the
corse you have taken with regard to * Clerical Scandnl.” 1
believe these congratulutions wara well deserved.  Your action in
that matter is a chatactenistic incident showing the highly moral
nims und objects of your Jornsarn.  With wishing success to our
Asgociation, and all similar ones, wherever they may be, and to
your plucky little Jornxar, I will conclude.

Fraternally yours,
J. S. CaLDLECK,
Asst. Seeretary O.8.F.A.

Evtron JourNAL—
Mearorn, May 11th, 1878,
DEear SIR,—

You will sec by the onclosed sheet that there was a public
meeting in Meaford, last Monduy night. You never witnessed
such wiserable means adopted to stiflo Freothought and debate, as
as was carried on at that meoting by tho clergy, seven in number,
They hiad propared resolutions to potition the Council atot to grant
tho Town Iall for Mr. Underwood to lecture in, nnd anlso to peti-
tion the mayor not to grunt mo the drill shed, {n large building
here), but the town hall and drill shed too, have heen prounsed we,
if needed, so my clerical brethren have beon foiled in effurts to pre-
vent Freothought being advocated in Meaford; «But T think you
never sawsoven Rev. gents taken to task, and bearded to their
teeth, as thoso wore on that oceasion. Had 1 spoken twenty-
five yoars ago to those men as I did on Monday night last, the
audience would have considered thut thoy woukl be doing, buth
God and society, a dutiful act to put mo out of existence, hut in-
stead, thero was applauso all over tho chureh, when I brauded them
with moral cawardico and dishonesty, for taking wagoes for ndvo-
cating a rehgion that they had noither ability nor courago to
dofi il in debato, or even allow another to do so for them. 5 fully

!

|

|
|

! robuke from either of tho papers.

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

expected the Menford papers would denounce me for gpeaking so
disparngingly of their ministers, but not ono word of
Bradzen came to Meaford on
Friduy, and lectured in the Town Tlall st night.  TTo gave the
ministers a rebulie tor adopting the courss thoy had tuken, us he
said ¢ they might s34 well strive to prevent the sun from tising, as to
provent freedom of thought by sucl means,’ if, ag he said, “vou
intend to put down Freothought, you must do so by foreo of con-
clusivo argument.” 1o spoke very disrespectfully of Mr. Hurgrave,
for the muuner iv which he had treated him in the Jotryay, he
styled it “base and untruthful,” but to-morvow night L shall take
the Jovrrsar to the ITall, nod vequest M. Beaden to vead the
correspondence to the audience, to show them thut ho has not beon
80 unjustly dealy w th as ho imagines, and if ho refuses to voad the
mntter complained ofy T will read it for him, agonly g own words
e given 1 dow't know if we shall avrange for a debate, s
Braden wants to bave tho entire control of points for discussion.

* He dow't seem dinposed to take the negative of the Bible being of

human origin—shall know moro on the matter in a day or two
and will let yon kunow.

Do you intend having Mr. Unlerwood in June, ag ho informs
we, he cun come them, becauso if you do, T shall certuiuly have
him come to Meaford.,  Must conclude with my best wishes {o
my Iufidel friends in Toronto.

Fraternally yours,
Jouyx GRroow.

Tasc Surerion, April 22nd, 1878,
Friesp Hanreurave,--

Having mede a trip to Duluth, the Chicago of the North-West,
(us was to be, but is not), wheve Frestl vught blooms and Bro
Aitchell is working hard to kick the dovil out of the constitution,
while orthodoxy is using its best endeavors to keep the clover
footod gent, thir best friend, in theic midat, T thought perhups
a fow items wight prove intoresting to the renders of the
Frerruoveur Jornsan.,  Although tho gallant steameor “ City of
Own Sound,” lnd about 250 passengers on board, very fow in
cidents worth vecording transpived.  The cver varying and
beavtiful scenery of the Sault Sto Marie, the diflerent mining aud
fishing stations und other ubjects of intavest were passed aud duiy
admired. Dume nature seemed to have been on her best behaviour,
and to have decked horself in her best bib and tucker during the
up trip, and not until we had safely lunded our passongers in
Duluth did she show horself in any of her blustering angry tantrums;
then she let herself out in grand style.  Old Sol. the head of the
family, hid himself under the bed out of sight till tho Dumne's
wrath kad subsided, and promised to bo home early every night
oxcopt lodgo nights. The good lady acted in a very ridiculous
manuer, she roared, howled, throw things around prowmisciously,
wept, thundered, flashed, shricked, and then womanlike, wound up
with a geod ery. Saturdny morning, as if wishing tv make amends,
sho appeared bright, glorious and radiant with smiles, and wag
withal 80 wood humoured, that the aforo-inentioned bead of the
family thought it saf to come forth frem his hiding place and go
a fishing,  The ** Noreaster” wus over,

During the trip, a tali, gaunt, hangry specimen of a newly
fledged Presbyterinn minister, dressed in sable robes, and an im
maculato white tie, seeing mo reading the last issuo of the Fuke
TROUSNT JOURNAL, went _for me, lively at fivst, but cooled duwn
whon by ensy stages 1 got him flonndering avound in the meshes
of Free Will aud Predestination, then, having got the say, I com-
forted Lim with an eahortation on tho soul-inspiving doctrine of
total depravity, introduced him to the Patriarchs and their
familics, thenee to the flood i d creation, ete. At the start he
rode me rough shod, telling me Td Lo dammed if T would not
believo, have faith, and come to Jusus ; but I respectfully declined
his invitation. Io afterwards sent me somo tracts by ono of the
waiters, Mutdid not tryto ropemein to the foldany more-I'mso sorry.
During onr stay in Daluth, 1 dropped in on our friend Mitchell

of the Duduth Tribune, aud fonnd him well, in good spivits, and as



