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* Qur little Systems have their day,
They have their day, then cease to be;
They are but broken lights from Thee,

And Thou, O Lord, art more than they.”

How much, then, O Science, owest thou unto
ny Lorn? He is the source of all thy know-
ledge, as well as the Light of all thy sceing ; in
.so far as thon truly seest or knowest any-
thing, whether Physical or Mental, Meta-
:physical or Divine.

His Old Testament Dispensation may be
regarded as one of Home Missions (not
Foreign), in which His people struggled for
réligious existence sgainst overwhelming floods
of heathenism. Thus Eunoch, Noah, Moses,
-ete., appear as Home Missionaries and preach.
ers of righteousness.  But let me draw your at-
tention to two extraordinary exceptions, evenin
the Old Testament, in which Gop sent His
unwilling people into the Foreign Mission
.Field as if by force, and with tremendous suc-
cess. The first is the Foreign Mission of Jonzh
the Prophet to Nineveh, and the repentance
and salvation of that great Gentile city. The
second is the Dispersion of the Jews into the
Foreign Mission Field of all the nations, in-
-cluding their Babylonian Exile and their
Roman Desolations, with all that accompanied
and followed them. And how astonishing and
world-moving were the results in preparing
the way for the Gospel of our Lorp and SAvr-
OUR in all the Foreign Fields of the world !
¢ The fall of Israel became the riches of the
world.”’ Can you catch the spirit of this
Divine Lesson? Joxal is a type and parable
of IsrAEL. Jonah would not go into the For-
eign Mission Field till Gop drove him thither
by raging storms and a great sea-monster.
Even so Israel would not preach righteousness
to the world, either by example or precept, till
Gob let loose the furious storms of war upen
them, and let Babylon swallow them up asa
great Dragon, and cast them out in the Foreign
Ficld (Jer. 51: 34), as Rome also did. Jonah
was angry to see the Ninevites repent and be
saved ; so was Israel equally angry, even unto
death, spiritual, to see the Gentiles called and
accepted even in uncircumeision (1 Thess. 2:
16, and Aets 15: 1, ete.) Jonah preferred the
Ietter of the Word, which killeth, to its Spirit
which giveth life ; and so also preferred his
worthless ephemeral gourd, soulless and sense-
Jess as it was, to allthe souls and bodies of
men, women, babes, AND CATTLE of Nineveh ¢
So did Israel in snother and wider sense. Oh
that precious pareble of Jonah's Foreign Mis-
sion, misundersteod by all Literalists, Jewish
and Gentile ; and hence also ridiculed by

understood it ! What a world of richest wis.
dom it hides, alike for Jew and Gentile ; for it
has the very lessons we all need most | What
an occun of pathos is hidden in itslast chapter!
What a fountain of most generous fatherly
sative, smiling through tears of cternal pity and
forgiveness, we find in the last few. words, to
Jonah the Jew, who knew the value of cattle
at least, and his pound of flesh /18 there any-
thing in Shakespeare to he compared with it ¢

1 must leave yourselves to consider the ever-
lasting and incalculable gain to Theological
Science arising from these Foreign Missions
of Israel, alike in Jonah, and in their Bahy.
lonish Captivity, and their Grecian and Ro.
man Dispersions; when God’s Providence
made them Missionaries against their will, and
led their wrath to show forth His praise.

Then, in the fulness of time, came Gop Him.
self in the flesh, when nothing else could avaii
to save the world. ¥From His heavenly home,
this was o Foreign Mission (for we suppose
they need no Home Mission, up there!)  But
to His Church it was a Home Mission ; for He
was sent specially to the lost sheep of Isracel;
and among them He lived and loved and la-
boured and died; though he also made cure-
ful circuits through T'yre and Sidon, Galilee
of the Gentiles, and beyond the Jordan, to seek
and save the straying sheep, beyond their own
ordinary borders. Thus He prepared His dis-
ciples for the Universal Foreign Mission, and
sent them to evangelize all Nations beginning
from Jerusalem, (A. D. 31.)

But still the Apostles delayed longto enter
the Foreign Mission Field. Their intense
Jewish prejudice zgainst it was weakened by
the dissensions between Hebrew and Hellenis-
tic Jewish Christians, and by the bloody per-
sccution which drove many of the disciples
and deacons into the the Foreign Field. Even
there they preached to Jews only at first. But
about three years after the Pentecost, hilip
the Evangelist ventured to preach Christ to
the mongre] Israelites of Samaria, with great
success (34 A.D.), and also to the Lthiopian
Treasurer on his pilgrimage.  Other disciples
preached Christ in their pilgrimage in Pheni-
cia, Cyprus and Antioch, the capital of Syris,
(37 A.D.), where the Lokp gave them success
even among the Gentiles. Not without signs
and visions Heled His Apostle Peter to evan:
gelize and baptize the uncircumeised Cornelius,
and to open the door of His Church to the
Gentiles, to the astonishment of the Jewish
Christians (41 A. D.), about ten years after
the Pentecost. Barnabas was sent to aid in
the Lorp's work at Antioch, where he called

many who would almest adore 1t if they really , the converted Saul from Tarsus to assist, and



