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June 12. THE DENOF LIONS.
Lesson Dan. 6: 16-28. Golden Text, Dan. 6: 23.

June 5. THE FIERY FURNACE. Memory vs. Catechism Q. 81.
Time, W53853 B. 0., lu the two years that

Lesson Dan. 3: 1325. Golden Text, Ps. 43: 2. Darius regn jointly with Cyrus beforo Darius
Memory vs. 16.18. Catechismi Q. 80. diesand G reign en alone, and the Jews retura

te their own land Fifty ycars have passed since
Nebuchednezzar besieged Jeruealeiii three the fiery furnace. Daniel ie niow an old iman of

times, 6M, 598 and 585, B. C., each time carrying four score. The kingdom of Babylon lias fallen
away captives. Tho last time the city aîîd temple and the Mede Persian with Cyrus and Darlus,
were destroyed. Daniel and lis companions were ina o.kind of kiny pexvtnership, ha% taken its
carried captive the first time, and from thia siege place 68otte 70years' captivity have corne
aise dates the 70 years captivity. The events of and g of n th imeo euafrmeiej
this leeson took place probably between 585 and iiear. The t.hree brave youths who wvith Daniel
58 B. C., about the tîmie of the destruction 0f hiad determined net to touch the luxuries ot the
Jerusalem. Daniel and hie companions had been royal table, liad their test of faith la their early
15 or 20 years in Babylon. Jereraiah was living mianheod, in the furnace of lire, hait a century
at Jerusalem, Ezekiel at Chebar, Daniel at Baby- before. His je te be in hie old tige. Tell the
Ion. The place o! thie story iu Bible history is pointseot likenese and différence between the twe
soeh after the cempletion of the conquest narrated cases.
in 2Kings 25 v. 1-24; 2 Chron. 36: 11.21 ; Jer. 34: la carlier life Danielhlaitbeen prime miaister.
1; 39: 1-18. L:-ter ho had-ived a retired lire. New again

1. The Kings threat, vs. 13-15. under Darius lie ivas one o! the three presidente
II. The Hebrews' answer, vs. 16.18. over the 120 geverners of the provinces. These

III. he threat carried out, vs. 1923 men hated him. H1e belonged te a despleed race,III. and hie heuesty stood in the way et their selfish
IV. The deliverance, vs. 24-5. aime.
I. vs. 13-15. Nebuchedaezzar liadt cenquered They fir8t trîed te flnd tankt In Daniel but as

nearly the whole knewvn world and new hie wished with the Holier one et a later date they ceuld
te censolidate hie empire. One great means et "fInd nefauît." Tlîen theyr made Hls very geed.
dolng this would bu te have unitermity in reli- nees a greund et attack. Flattering the kcing
gion, with the centre at Babylon, the capital. To wi th the effer et Divine hemfýe, they Induce hlm.
this end he lîad made a great image et gold, te, siga the fatal decree. The Persians were
gathered a vast assembly, and commanded that accustemed te pay Divine honors te their king,
ahl sheuld bew dewn and worship ItL The three and Darius being a Mede cenciliates the Per8iane
young H-ebrews weuld net low. The king wvas by yielding te tieir request. They watch Daniel
angry that an y should dare te disebey.' They an~ hasten te the king. )ge finds the trap la
were called betere him, and given one chance for which hie has been taken, and labers te undo
lite with the thireat et being cast inte a burning his mistake, but in vain.
furnace, if they slieuld refuse. 1. The den et lions, vs. 16-20.

II. vs. 16.18, lVe ar-e 'net careful-aet anxieus II. The deliverance, vs. 21-23.
uer uncertain, as te our answer. If it be 8o-that lII. The retributien, v. 24.
yen do this, Our God je able-Yea mere-He icil
deliver. But if 'nui-Even theugh God de net IV. The new decree, vs. 26-28.
interfere in this special way, Weé il not- 1. vs. 16-20. The king cornmanded-He need
Enough for them, te, knewv the righit, te de their net have done se, but. as with Pila.te, the fear et
duty and leWve resuits with Ged. It le net aown inan prevailed. Brought Daniel-Sentence was
where Daniel %vas; perliape ln some distant part carried eut, accerding te custom, on the evening
ef the Empire on official business. We knew that et the day on which it was passed. Cas! him into
hie was net anîong the worshippers et the golden the den-A common mode et punishment ia Ba-
imiage. But te their credit they steed as firmly bylon. Heivili deliver-Or, Mnay H1e deliver thee.
as hie ceuld have dene had hie been present. Sealed it-A lump et soft dlay «%vas attaehed te

III. vs. 19-23. Pull offury-His -will was neyer tlîe atone and stamped. They think they have
crossed, and tlînt an y ehîeuld dame te assert their triumphed. Tell the peint et likenese between
ewn wvills, enragea hlmn e ond ait beunde. tlîis and the sealing ot Christ's sepuichre and the
Seven times hotter-.-Se great wae hie toary. Most briet triumphoetthe.Jews. A rose 'very early-Hc
mighly m2n-So that there slîould be ne escape. leenmed te have somne hope that Daniel stili
Urgent-hurryîîîg themn on, ne time te prepare lived.
themeelves. Stcw these mien-Tlie flames leaped II. vs. 21-23. Li-ve for ever-A cemmen way et
forth with such violence tho.t it destmeyed them, :3alutiîg a king. Sent Ris crnget-Was the anget
nîaking the miracle the more wvonderf ni. visible? Did Daniel have company as did the three

IV. vs. 24-25. Aston&ished-He lîad sat watch- Hebrew children in the fiery tumnace? Who can
ing, and nowv lie ie astonislîed and terrified. Foitr tell? No doubt God secnied very near and verymnn loose-The Babyloniane botiûd their prisoni- real. Take up Daniel-Thle lawv had been fulfilled.
ers with chaine, Jer. 40: 4; 52: 1l, and the miracle Daniel lad been cast into the den. Now he ceuld
et tiîeir being unbound, anîd yet unburned, wvas be takeil out. Xo manner of hurt-Like the
ali the more vwor-derful. No hurt-God complete- three lu the fumnace et fire.
ly pmotected them. Likc the, Son of God-The III. v. 24, Broughit t/rose 2?nen-Those et tlîe
article is net lay the original, and the expression 120 who lîad accused Daniel. Children, and
would menu Cia sea ot the gode " a Divine Being. wives-A mn's famiiy was eue wvith himselt and
Probabiy it was "lThe Son et God " wlio as " The siîared hie doem. Se yet, if men sn their familles
Aingel et the Lord " frequentiy appeared in old, suifer.
testament times. IV. vs. 25.28. A heathen king makes a decrce

-- that ail men --vorship the truc God.. Give ia-
Sir Walter Scott said : Teach scîf-denial and stances et similnv aîîd contrary decrees. Danriel

mak0 its practice pleasureable, aîîd yen create prospcred-lt men trust God and do thc right,
fer the world a destinîy more sublime thau ever ail trials wvili but werk eut tlîeir greater goed,
issued from the brain et the wiidest dreainer." Isometimes temporally, always spiritually.
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