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proved, gifts to be occupied, and ample
opportunities to exercise them ; and the
reward of joy will be in proportion to
our faithfuiness. There should be a
pleasure in the righit exercise of every
facuity we possess. Therefore it lies
with us to decide wvhether 've vill im-
prove the opportunities in this wide
range or remain as mere ciphers iii the
worid, and make life a biank. In de-
ciding this point, let us reflect whether
an idie, inactive hie can iiroduce hap-
piness to ourseives or others. In no
way can we more certainly predict the
future than from the past ; and in
studying the lives from those who have
gone before us; lie must be biind who
cannot see that 1'Life is not ail a valu
of tears " to those who, unmindful of
that monster, "self," have iabored to
promote the welfare of their kintl; for
wvhile pursuing the path of duty they
have found much of pleasure. While
they who thinking to shun the respon-
sibility of an active and useful iife-and
after chasing rainbow tints from birth
tili death lbas stared them in the face-
have gravely said that life is nought but
disappointment, ending but in woe.
Sucbi has been the recordcd experience
of every age. Thcugh great opportu-
nities may not bu offéed, much cati be
doue by hlte acts of kindness ta those
around us. And as the future of our
country dupends very much on the ris-
ing generation, it certainiy is a great
work to startIthum. right in lifu, and to
advocatu the right by which they may
be kept from the vices that surround
them, from descending 50 iow as to
taku of the inebriating cup, the first
step to wards which is generally a glass
of wine or eider, from, impairing the
powers of mind by indulging in the
more prevalunt and disgusting habit of
using tobacco. For as the use of
opium, tobacco anG'aicoholic stimulants
have made so many unhappy homes,
so sureiy, if continued, it wili maku stili
more in the future, and if excessively
used for a fuw more generations, %~ill
finaiiy d.egrade our nation. VVhat a
field of labor is hure open for us. Lut

us perforru our duties faithfully in this
great field, s0 that in the future there
may be less unhappy homes than tiiere
have been in the past, and that olur
nation may not bu degraded, and the
ccmning gunerations be indnced to carry
out this great work, and Uc instrumeni-
tal in bringing up) a generation who wiII
fully realize life is ruaI, and n1ake at
iuast somne smaii portion of the world
butter flor their having iivud iii it. 'Phe-
world lias had its huerous in ail ages.
In barbarous times military teacher,,
wure L'heii honored heroes ; whien the
church ruled and shroudud the statu
in superstition thuy wvuru nionks and
priests. But the world of mmnd has
attained a growvth, and lie or she of the
prusent genrartion who wouid bu re-
menibured with honor five hundred
years hence, niust be n-, ither soldier nr
monk, but philanthropists W~hat
made Ahrabamn Lincoln and Horace
Greeiy what they were ? l'hey were
not chiidren of wvealth, neither did they
have gruat opportunities for tducation ,
but thuy fuit that life had a mission,
and starting on the oniy sure founda-
tion, honusty, they fuifiliud that mission
nobly. They wure honored in lifu and
at their death a nation wept.

Let our habits be virtuons, our Ian-
guage bu chaste, and our words reliab!e,
for

"We only bave one Jife to live,
H-ere in this wortd below,

And it would be b.-st for us to give
The good seed roomn to grcw.

There is plenty of work for aIl to take
A great and active part,

For theru are weeds that each must rake
From the garden of the heart.

Wt should ever watch a chance to Fpeak
The needed word in season ;

The faults of others neyer seekc
Without sufficient reasoll.

First Ret the mote frorn Our own eyp,
Before we see a Brother>s;

With our own rlear, we then may try
To get it from another

If in the littie tbings of life
We try to faitbful be,

A wider sobere that needs more strife,
WVe may in the distance see.


