
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVLEW. I

Presucianbut even she could flot to hiave been a dearth of home literature
h,.Ip v\o'Iaiming with a lialf-miournful and the tinie \vas ripe to accept his
adiiviiun: "Oh, Washington! if you literary ventures when he launchied
wvere only good.' He says of himself: themn upon the world.
"1 %vas aI"'ays fond of visiting new The History of Newv York wvas a
seand observing strange characters success in more ways than one. lîs

mn nanners. Even wher a mere whim and satire was said to have
child 1 began mny travels, and made amnused the loyers of wit and humnor,
juany, tours of discovery finto foreign but its irreverance towards the early
parts and uinkno\,n regions of my Di)tch settiers somewhat angered theil
native city, to the frequent alarm of descendants Scott owvned that he had
im) pdrents and the emolumnent of the neyer read anything so closely resemb
towvn crier. As 1 grewv into boyhood I ling the style of Dean Swift as the
made myseif farniliar with ail the places aunais of 1)iedrick Knickerbocker
fainous in hnistory or fable, and everv B3ryant, who wvas a youthl at college
spot wvhere a murder or robbery had' when it came out, coniitted a portion
been committed or a gliost seen." This of it to memory to repeat as a declama-
ranibling propensity increased with his tion before his class, but was so over-
years. He visited various parts of his corne with Iaughter when he appeared
own country, and wvas charmed with on the floor, that. he was unable to pro-
the grandeur of its natural scenery, but ceed, thus incurring the dispieasure ai
Europe held forth charms of storied his tutor. Fifty years inter when hç
and poetical association which he could delivé-red a discourse on the life, char
flot resist. He says: "My native acter and genius of Irving, his admira.
m.untry wvas full ot youth fui promise tion of it had not abated. "Wlen J
Europe was rich in the accumulated compare it with other works of wit
treasures of age. Her very ruins told and humnor of a similar length," he
the history of times gone by, and every said, " I flnd that, unlike most of them,
-iiouldernig stone 'vas a chronicle." it carnies the reader to the conclusion
A.dded to this alluremient wvas a desire without wveariness or satiety, so un-
to sec the great mien of the earth, of sought, spontaneous, self-suggested are
%vhoin Ainenica had lier share, although the wit and hu 'mor. The author makes
Ïew in comparison witli the Inter time. us laugh, because lie can no more help)
"he dry study of lawv which he had it than we can help laughing." In this;
undtrtaken after leaving college proved work are found traces of his old mas-
flot congenial to him, and, when flot ters, Chaucer and Spencer. "'e are
ernplcyed, he turned bis attention to coriscious of a flavor of the olden tint-e,
readingy on more interesting subjects. as of a racy wine of some rich vintage-
A series of essays wvas attempted over 'Cooled a long age in the cleep-dcIlved earth."
r'ie shiature of Jonathan Oldstyle. ites mrof8î7rvnvitd
rlis health fadling about this time gave London and Lidinburg, and had the

him the coveted excuse for f.-reign delightful pleasure of passing two long
travels. Many were the mournful pre- dams with Scott at Abbottsford. He"
dictions as to the resuit of his cough, wandered with the glorious old minstrel
l)ut travel in France, Italy, theý Nether- about the his rendered classic by
lands and England broughit back again border tales and song in a kind of
health and vigor. The study of thc dreamn. He draws a perfect picture of
law was resumed and he became ad- Scott and his family assembled of an
riiued tù the bar. While waiting for evening. Sir 'Water thanked Camp-
clients, who neyer came, he found bell, who brought about the interview,
abundant opportunity for the study of "'fot making me known," he said, " to
the literature of England and such also one of the best and pleasantest ac
as America poý:sesscd. There seemed quaintances Ihad made thismanyaday.',


