
THE UNEXPEOTED StJMIONS.

the offence, or arising fromn a mistaken idea on the part of the parent. If
the offender bas a staternent to make whichl xay explain or extenuate, hce
should ccrtainly have a bicaringr.

A boy lIad been forbidden by bis father to go near the river. Passing in
that direction one day, yet witlî no intention of disobedience, lie becard
cries of distress. Ilastening to tbe spot inidicatcd by the voice, lie rcachcd
the river just in tiinie tu plunge i and rescue one of bis coxapanions.
Returning homne lie was met by bis father, Who, seeilg bis condition, and
naturally supposing tlîat lic had disubeyed, ordered 1dmii to go hmmcdiately
fo bied. The boy attcîiîpted ait explaîiation, but it n'as sternly interdicted
by the father. Hc went to bied, and wvas found a few hours after delirious
with fever, occasîuned by the ci1 lie bad rcceivcd, and nervous excitement.
Hie neyer spoke a rational Word agai, but died in a f'ew days, without a
lucid moment in which bis fàther could say, "M),y son, 1 was wrongY.* The
father himself, aftcr the death of tlic cbild, publisbed this fluet, that it
iniglit be a warning to other parents against rash, impatient, uujust punish.
ment.

Tiiere is phîlosopliy in that phrase of M.ýilton's which reprosents Satan as
"punislîcd in the shape hoe sinued." It is oftcn wise to inako the penalty

correspond iu kind with the offeuce. F or example, your ehild bias disobcy-
cd you to-day, by going to somne forbiddcn place; punish bhii by rcquiring
hlm to remain at bomne a certain iength of tii1h, to-înorrow: or, if ho lias
caten what is forbidden, dcny in some plîysical gratification.

With regard to corporeal punisbimcnt, a person of long experience iii
teaclîing ebildren said, "Wipping is îny last rcsort: I want to reserve
sometbing for capital punishmcint'"

Punislinent slîould ho as sliglîit as is compatible -ivith the cnd to bo
secured: that end slîould ho to prevent a repetition of the offeuce, and to
produce penitence for it. The parent should be sure of tho justice of the
penalty, and if possible niake it evident to the cbiild; and sbould admninister
punishrnent without anger, and with evident reluetance and regret. And
as you canuot govern uniformly and faithfully whcen you are influenced by
passion or tu1f-will, reinhner that '-'b oilly is fit to govern uthers Who is
truly master ofbicf.

THIE UNEXPEOTED SUMM.«NONS.

3lany wcre the small but rcrnarkable links in thlicehain of circuistances
which brought the writer and a bcloved relative to that solemu scene of
which the fullowing passages contzin tlic reco)rd. Just those little every
day, doniestic, trivial occurrences which wc are too apt scarcly to realize as
,equally in the baud of' Cod withi the more important eveuts of' lifo, ordcred
ýour arrangrements coutrary to aur plan, so as to bring us thero at flic tiiîuc,
-not sooner or later,-but nt the very tinie, to reeive the partiug brcatli
of our bcloved fricud. It was a eloudy niornin- in the mtids-umminer of last
ycar, so threatening rain that, we were dctaincd long after the tinie wve had
fixed tu pay a visitl to our reccntly widowcd fricnd, who was alone at lier rosi-
douc, nainig arrangemients preparatory to lcaving town for tbe summner.
Her dopartu-re not 1being iîîîîuediate, several days wcre loft in wlîich ivo

-could bave equally well fulfflcd our promîise of sccipg lier before she wcnt


