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FREEIIA!D ORNAMEMT.
(FromtVEilL Fosi i-nz's work oit Drawing.>

Freeian, thughperbaps îîot su intercsliîîg lu ils n ature

auay uther branches of drawing, is su essi-ixihil feature ini

perception of forîn, and lthe btand g:tiuts power in ils tiolinea-
lion. fleuce a dloubile advantage is gant rthe 1pwe lu
appreciate beauly or lu delect error, andu, seco11tdiy, lthe fai-ul1ty
of produiig realu aceuralo reîiîesi-ntaliois eof su ch Ï0omi1s.
Tbanks tu lthe feit tîeil of lecitrical tdcdîi-:tii, that lin>w i s itou-
rapidly al)imoai(-Iiiîg wiiet irawinig w iii ce-ate lu lie cleias
au actýoiplisitutexilt iiîereiy. Seeiî-g, hitlisgriiîgieiiiî
for art instruction, il iieeomesa nattir tif grrave iniiiortut nec
that exaraples of a suitable kiil, ai hirolier iithoîs of iii-
struction, sltould lie provitlî-i, if drtwîing la reaiiy lu possess
that praclioal value, wii is niow hiti i ri. Ou the otixer
lîand, il is ztu lems iteedfui' ltaI thti stident--siitch exaxuples
beiug pr,îviiiodI-shoiild bear iniiii îtîthal perfe-ction is a pliant
of slow gi-owlth. Ilexice arises oute of' the difliculties of thei
leacier; for, witile maniy are wiiliug lu utridergo wiiat %ve uma
caTi the drudgrery of tise carlier lessoîts-those ittotnîilts tbt
svein so disiîeaî-teniîag befote lte luit-rosI is aron--ild atnd lie
mind t-iicouiraged liy pt-ugress (ud- uhxr and tliey atre nt
few) cast aside snch restraiits. Tliey si-e nu valine it their w-ork:
lhey are usacitinis s, sud w-sut aI once 10 draw plan anti eleva-
lion of a locomotive; or lhey are cahinel-utakers, and thev inust
begin aI once ho design for furniture; or lhey înay lie amteurs
-persous whio iieed it slnuly urawittg with a view lu iti-reaseti

effii-euvy in titeir business, anîd the ciroilary of suacli atitltionai
pow-er, more waee l receive-and, Ihi-teforeF, tiîey think lhîît,bo liion aI least, nu such. coturse of stnuiy is iîeessary. Tii»-
many a pupilil lias coîne lu nue desiring lu sketch it water-coloi's
wiio was iialale e voit su inuch. as to onîliine correclly, andt vel

uo îîroud bo Iean. Suci dIo not realise ltai lthe luftiest bilîl(-
iîîgs have the dee1 îî-st foattidatiotis; tuaI lthe troc ntutst lie loîîii-i
mauy a year befote ils fruit is galered; ta lthe facile touîcli
lhey admîire su mtuci- ini soute emiaienl mtan's w-urk bas uer-h
acquired by (ti1 of lotng years of devotion lu bis art; anti that
the <lever sketlii llîey saw tdone iii souet-lwentv uiiuît-îw
bul tbe gallîering ini of the fruit of îuauy monlus of previoun-
uratli ce.

Wiiile Ibus cautiotinig lthe stotient, itowever, 1 utay aiso dis-
hearten biiut: for lie wiil say: "iiow t-ait 1 non- give yî-ars of*
my life bo titis porsuit? " 1 woîîiil, Iborefore, liasten bo îîdd
tIsaI, wh' le eminence eau only thus bc atlaiîted, yeî, if onlY the
founudation lie truiy laid, enougît at-powor naaiy he spt-tuiiy se-
quired. lu becoîne bot pleasure sud profil to ils possossor.

Freehand dr-swing laussesses Ibis gri-al uiivaiilagfe ovin utao.y
other kinds of art-wuîk, thal it iiprosses on the begitie iti tî
necessily of scrauluis aceurai-y. 11>-giueis are freqitî-tly t
lu a mut:h more seihictive 'Kiîd ut wurk -ulttle îîicluresîîx ti-lails
of gables, mallec gates, anîd so forth; but tixese, titugli mtore at-
tractive, andtI herefore mure duigerous, arc iit îîtarIy s0 gioti
for lthe îîreliutixaty praclice. Witen lthe btandi litis tîcquired the-
needîtîl accnracy, liiet tise früeoit of touci wiil coueic (lu de
course, but lthe alteiniîtet frecîloît wiîhiît firnt baisi.s is o1)]y
hurtful, and inisciivtîus. For titis saine rt-at-on, geoîîsetry niakes
an excellent study in aiterualion witht the, freels:tîd. w-ork, as, lin
Ihat îoo, the- most otureful work is î-oquirod. 1it geuniclry, as lu
freebauti drawiug, tIse eye readily dehelts cri or, eveta wlien lue
baud. fruin want of presexîl skili, is uxiable lu rcîtîedy il. Theo
pupil must bue carefîlti l keep) thti-ne modes of workiiîg quite
(listinet. Frciîlaitd drawiîg is su caAa-d, because il i8 quile in-
d-peîsdent of auy snch. necisanical aida as lthe riler or c ;îips
lu fact, their use is îlot pernissable, as il ceases lu lie freitsnd
if lbey are empioyed. Ou lise olliî baud, geoîîîeiry absolnlcly
reqîtires their use; and il is as muei ais error (aud onue t-ounntouly
indulged. in)> for the stutieît lu sketch lus geuxîuctriual probloîtas
by iiatd as lu use any ailifit-iai helps ia overcoining the dilii-
cullies lie înay ecocutner ini bis fr-eliandî. I have set-l utsaîy a,
studeul, aflt-r skcltchîng a liroblein freely oî tuhe blAack huard,
nte-Ty uttabie lu work il rîgidly out witb bis instrumients on a
sheet of palier, tbe lwo lhiugs being su very differeul iii tlueir
nature. lil titi- saute way, thle student who shlows iiseif
the lise of compuasses or i-nier while engaged lu so-called free-
baud becouxies titeix slave: their use craxnps bis prugress, -sud
bie is nder a painful feeinxg of restraint directiy a sîroke isas
to be atlempîahd wiliîout tiseir aid.

Wh;le anytbing Tike ruling, or bcnding thae paper dowu the
nmiddle, or suscb-like litle suibterfuges, are Ibus, from thIe
nature of the work, inadmissable, il is a question in my own

mind iîow far an occasional measurement, after the completion
of the wvork, is at tiintes aliowable. If r#esortel to at ail, il
shonld ahvays be in the order jiost named-îîot first the îneasure-
nment aud then the diiawing utade to fit lt-but tirst the draw-
ing lionestly striveni for-, and tdteu, if at ail, the weasuriug test.
The teniîtton te> reort to its uise, eveu under these limited
cond1ition>, is very grealt tint its oniy value lies iiu this, that
whîre a begrinner's untrailîed eye l'ails to shiow lîjut hlow griev-
ously lie niay lie wrong, and fltehacher fails to coni'ince hixlu
of b'is fault, a stî-ip of lialer judiciously aliîlied, first to the
co1îy andi then to the student's work, 'is an irresisîihle argu-
mnent--an uiîiipre whose decision rannot lie impt1 ined. Bear
iniiÂmni, h1ou ever, that it eaii barfly be too littie used, and

lthat ils use îuay very easily degenerate iîîto an abuse.
It wvîll nlol In ail cases fie niecssary for Ihe puii lu go thiolngli

the u ixole of' thi-se exýtapjles. Sonie w-ill show nmolle natural
Iaptit ode than otiiers; anti. wbile a few may flnd it net cssary, ilol
only lu go tittougli the enlire set, but even lu draw some again
anid agaiin, others will fe-pl justified by tîteir progresa in missing
one oecasionially, w-hile the great number to select from will be
a w-elenîe fée-toire in the, present course. Be the number aI-
îeiipîi-d few or miaux-, let the %-ork, so far as it guis, hie thorough.
If at aiîy lime the task grows wearisoine, either subdue the
feelinig liy sheer force of will, or failinig that, lel the work be
Put asile for a w-hile, as haif-hearted. woî k is of litIle value.
Above ail, bew-are of tiat constant lenuptation to youug beginers
-the desîre bo get a lhitig (loue anîd out of the way. This is
donbly wrong; for, first, to finiish oine drawiug, is but the first

tiep Low-ards beginiugitc anjother; the sui)jtcl truly has altered,
lýut lthe next subject brings ils owîî share of tlifficnlty and
labiour to be gone through a o less ltbait is predecessor ; and,

sîcnlil raises a fidse standard in tiie pupil's niind: quality
:hoîuie1 sîri con for ratlier Ihan ruere tjuanutitv. The practical
-1 istion is not - How xnany doue l but rathier, '6 Hlow well
doune ? " Let the stuilent couquer as lie 1 îroceeds. If bis firsl

1 it tu'npt is a failure, let thal rathor spin, hii tl a fresli endeav-
i ol:. Tiiere is tiotliingç ieroic in beiiug hi-ateii, and, if any of
tii. e ext piresenl an turnount of diflicully tit seenîs bard
lii 4liverooînet, the learitier must nul rest satisfied with the sense of
falue, bul lîy again.

Patii-e frequieitly raîhe- titan for auy cousiderable lime aI
oui- sitting. Dî-awing 15 su essentially a thiiug of practice atîd
htabit, of hand aud eyo, Ihat lie wlho is bialf-hearled euough
a. ont ilto uit il aside for a fewv weeks at a sîreleli, must be
conten)t tu fintI, w-lieulie resines his wurk, Ihat bis faculties
hiavi- ru1sled souîewhiat, Ibal lus eye lias losI ils nice discrimi-
natîionî, luis band soute, aI least, of ils old cunnung. By
littt- audtiutle, if steadily adbered lu, tbe seuse, of growing
iiîiwi- ivili anise, and( thius lthe sîndet, baviug tided over the
eariier iiays of disappoinîtmexît, wiil begin lu see some show uf
frui t, soinie retturr for <iys of îiisappoiriumur, some returu for bis
labonu-. iet hixu ieware, however, of ait uverweening con-
fidc1-4.ý iu iiself. Nu studi-ut is worthy of the name wbo
ilous îîîî realise ltai the road t-a perfection stretches befure
lijîn for înauv a mile 10 corne ,anti sucli au unle will bardly
tare te> repose ou bis latirels aI titis early stage of the
jouritt-v In requiring thec studi-rt, su far as ur influence
-att-nu(s, lu retrace bis steps, aîid lry again and again at
iuiy of thevse exanipies wlîici lie fails lu manage aI firsl, I
amt aware ltaI lthe leaciter is impusing a somewbat beavy
hurulen on bint ; but 1 bave nowliere througbout this litt1e
essay loi,ý binai titat drawing is ail suuslîine :I have, on thie
cimulrary, tried lu impress on him, wilhoul discouraging bim,

itaI dîawitug is reAl work. A boy at scbool will go tii ougb
the saine Frent-l exercises lime afler lime, tli lie lias maslered
thiii-; the girl will sit aI lthe piano for bours together, guing
uver the saine scaies; tbe chld bas many a fali before il runs
alune: wiîy Ihen expeet Ibat drawiug alune sbould lie an excep-
tion, atnd lthaI, lu Ibis, lu altempt. is lu achieve ?

lIt lookiug carefîîliy tiiroligh, this book, the pupil- will easily
discer ltaI te exaînîtes nîay lie convenienlly divided int
lwo bruail classes : the first consisting of represenlalions of
natuiral leaves, the second of arbiîrary, oruarntal foruts, mure
or less baseti upon such naltural growlb. During the lime lie
is at w-ork uponi the first of Iliese sections, lie will fiud il a
pleaç;aîtt variation in bis task, if lie occasioualiy lry a real leaf
iiislead. Ile ivili fiud il a more difficuît sludy Iban tise chîer;
but as il is perlîaps pleasauter, and also the sort of lhing bis
praclice in Ihese oullines ougbl speedily lu lead 10, il will give
bini a seuse of grealer realily lu luis labours. We do flot want
Iim l t ee Ibat lthese few oullines sum up the wliole of what
we may legilimalely cali freebaîîd. Wheu 1 once again remind
hin Ibat freeltanti, in the bruad sense of thîe word, means any

102 THE CANADIAN iMWIIANICS' MAGAZINE [April, 1878.


