
THE BUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

TORONTO. JULY. 1873.

THE TEÂER TEAINN.

IT may ho recolcted that reference vau
made, ini an early issue fur thisi yeux, tu
the proposed system of the competitive
examination of teachers. We then placed
the subject beffore our readers Ilwithout
Dota or comment," neither ie it our pr

pose ta enter into a niscussion of the merits
or demerite of the sclieme al l>resout.

Opinions largely differ concerning any
action in this direction; and, while littie
positive opposition appeare ta have beeu
offered, doubtfulnea bas frequently been
expressed with regard ta the practicability
of any euch a venture. Witbout discise-
ing thar, we bave thought tlhat the groat
principle involved in the whole in worthy
of our consideriug, viz., the proper oquip-
ment and training of teachers for their
work.

We yield ta none in our admiration of
the aolf-donying eff'orts of those mon and
women,-many of wkom witbout mucb
culture, but with warm. hearla,-have
been the meane, under God, of exalting
the Sanday-school to its prenent position
in the church and the vorld. They were
needed for the work they undertook, and
were fitted for ite acoomplibâent. It ie,
therefore, with no desire ta depreciate the
work of former days, that we say a bigber
order cf teachere in neoded for prenne re-
quiroments. Tis work of Sunday-school
toaching in a serions business, and noue
may hope for succs in it who.. hearta
have not he toucbed with tbe grand
oharity wbicb in the Christiane heritage&

We are buld in makiug the assertion,

tbat we tbink the nord of the teacmere of
to-day in two.fold in its character,-firot,
a clearer apprehension of the t.ruth tu lie
taughit; "econdl,ahigher stateof spiritual
power.

We are not altogether insensible of the
(liiulties experienced-especially in the
country-of getting any one to teacli at
al, sud therefore we would be tùe last
wil.itigly ta put any barrier in the w,.y loy
requiring too mach; and yet we have
sometimos teareJ that tho truth in nut al-
ways forcefully or well conveyed by those
wbo teach in our schnols,-and foar this
reason, tliat there in a grent deal of ignor-
ance on tapies which should ho tliorouglily
understood. It in required of those wlýo
tescli in our achools, wlîere the comfoon
branches of an edjication are taugbt, that
tbey sbould be teachers qualifled for tjeir
work. And does it flot appear strange
that any should ho allowed to toach the
great trutbe of salvation, without some
evidenco of their abiljty to teach wjth
clearnees and correctnoes i We advocate
no impossible standard, but stili, the tinies
demand that those wbo teach shall ho able
ta supply a roason for their faith ta othere.
A clearor apprehension of the truth taugbt,
then, in required.

It ie scarcely needful that ranch should
ho said on the necessity of more spiritual
power. We don't think the Iack of the
average teacher consiste no ranch in the
absence of mere literary attainumente, or in
the laclr of abundant machinory, as in the
absence of more of the spirit of Christ.
This spirit ie largely possessedi now, but
flot no largely ais it should, be.

But, it may b. asked, how in this train-
ing to b. brought abouti1 We bave only
on. sjuggestion ta offer, and it ie thi,-
the eetablishment of normal classes, whore-
ever possible, in connection with every
chnrch. Lot this b. led by the pastar, or


