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one division of it was able to pacify the country without taking a single lif..,
The native chief was invited to the tent of the commander, and here he wag
shown a New Testament. The commander said, ‘¢ This is the Book fray
which we Christians learn what is right, and according tu this Baok we
never put to death or punish the upright, as we often did while still heathe,:
but the guilty must be punished, for this is the Word ¥ God and the law of
the Queen.”  The following day there was another interview, terms of peace
were agreed upon, a beautiful copy of the New Testament was given to the
native chief, and the commander said to him, * If ever we make warupy
you without just cause, or kill or punish the guiltless, show us this Buok ;
then, indeed we shall be self condemned.” In another native account of this
same expedition, it is siid that these heathen chiefs came and asked some of
the Christian officers, *“ Huw is it that yon people from Tmerina do nat naw
come to destroy our country and enslave us, as you did in former times /™
And they were answered, ¢ Because Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Ri-
deemer of men, has given the Gospel to teach mankind to show merey.” Aud
so, when that army was about to return, a must favourable improssion ww
left upon those heathen people, and they said, ** We see that this religi
yvou Hovas profess is not a weakening of your strength, so that you caune
fizht, but it is a showing of mercy.” I think, my Lord and Christian friends,
that that was a valuable testimony to the reality of the change which the study
of the Word of God had worked upeon manyjof these Hova people. The heathen
saw that it was more than mere words, talk or preaching, and that the Gus
pel had produced a very real and unmistakable change n their conduct and
their lives  That military expedition really became a missionary expedition
to some of the most unenlightened tribes. and opened up the way for the
advance of the Gospel.  Now, dear friends, I fear I have already accupie]
too wuch of your time, bt let me say in conclusien, that the heathen warli
is longing, often uncousciously, it is true, but yet longing, for the lizht and
the knowledge which the Book only can give. Could you have stuwl tu
preach, as [ have done, before some of those heathen crowds in the swuth-
cast of the island, and looked upon two or three hundred peopls whe, uf to
that day had never heard the blessed name of our Savieur, I think yon
wauld have felt that you shauld use far greater efforts than ever you har
made to extend the knowledge of the salvation revealed in the Sacred Weorl.
I remember on one afternoon, as we pitched our tent somewhar carly ata
village called Tarantz, we soon had a number of people in to hear what w
had come for.  We sat down and talked to them of ¢ the old, old stery,” ol
to us, but perfectly new to them. How intently they listened as we tld
them of God the Father, of Christ the Saviour, of the soul and its salvation,
and of the heaven beyond.  “ Tell us again,” said they ; ‘¢ these things are
new to us, but they make us glad to hear : tell us again.”  Christian frivwns,
* Tell it again ” to them 3 ““ tell it again™ to the heathen all threush the
world.

The Rev. W. F. Macvoxarnp moved a vote of thanks {o the officers of the
Society and its I'vanches, &c., in an excellent speech, for which we rewret we
have nat room.

The Rev. Dr. Junxsstoy, of Belfast, seconded the resohution.  In domgs.
he said : I think ail who are present will agree with me that we haveas a
president a nobleman whe embodies in his life and character all the et
principles contained in that Bonk which it is our business to translate aud
circulate. I speak the feclings I have no dembit of every heart when I sy
that it is a great pleasure to see your lordship oceupying the chair to-day,anl
we trust that for many years yet to come your lordship may be spared to o
cupy that chair, and to preside over the noble operations of the Society inth.
future as you have done in the past.  Inso faras the vice-presidents anl the
treasurer are concerned, [ am sure whether we are members of the Euglish
Church ar ather Churches, we enjoy the privilege of heing vice-presidents arl
of being conmuecterd with the operations of the Society, in proportin as w
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