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WILLIE-THE-WISP.

BY SEUMAS MCMANUS. (MAC)

Nthe graniid oldtms o- longyago, th:re was wanst

I~~i notorious over ail Ireland for thc drinkin', sportin'
L vay lie speit ail of lus life-aid it %vas often and often

prophesied for liim ilhat he'cl nor corne tii! a good ending. He
liad corne of gooci fanuily, and besicles bis ilirade-whicli w'as in
thern days, a profession for a gý,entlernin-lis people liad left to
lii great properties botli iii bouses and iii lands. But ail tiiese
properties WiIlie verv soon drunk: and sported away,-and ail
nieltcd like snow ini suminer. Wlien it corne to tlîat hie liad only
his, trade W7illie had purty liard tinc'z of it ; for ho didn't like to
wvork, and lie didn't care to starve, -anîd lie found it purtikilarly
liard to have no rnoney to sport and spend, as lie wvas usezd to do.
He morked as little as lie could, but lie w'aited as mnucli as ever;
so tlîiigs wvent on fromi hac to wvorsc, anid lus chîances of tlîrade
even wvas laivin' lii, for nîo man cbuld bc sartin whetlîer lîe'd
obligre tîern or refuse tlîem (accordingly as the rnood wvas on liirn)
,tvliei they'd bring a horse to slioe or a ploughi to mend. Anîd at
long and at last, wvan nuornin' tlat lie got n o breakfast, bekase lie
had neither money nor imans, lie ivas stanitdiii' leaniii' againîst lus
owiî forge door wvitli his lîeart iii lus boots, aiid lie woniderin' wvlat
'vas he ever boni for aiiylow-an' debatin' with himse.f whlether
dhirowidin' or hangin'w~ould be the laist tliroublesorne daitlî, wvlien
ail at wvaist lie liears tie noise of lioofs, and up tliere rides a grand
grentlenîaiî e:itirely, niounted on a great bLack charger. -Helloa,
XViie,"' says lie, 1« what are y'ou sa doivn in the nîauth about this
nîornii' ? Ve look as lom as a MaI.rchi graveyard." " Snîall won-
der 1 wot;ld," says Willie. 44Aîid if you lîad tic sanie raison,
it's flot suchi a sprtice jauiitv lookin' gentlemian you'd bc thîis
mornini'." l' 'ni niortial sorry for ye XVillie," says the gentleman,
"Cari 1 help ye?" 1' dar'say yc could ; but 1 don't expect ye

wvould," s;ys Willie. «I Don't lue so sartin af tha;t," Says flie gen-
tluan" Vat is il ye ilccd ? " <Nlotiey," says XVillie, «' an'

pleiity of it." -' Flow îîîuclî of it ?"says tie genltleima-,n. ', Ochi, a
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