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ikiind became unhinged by nervous p)rostration ending in settted
despair. Disdaining ail labors unsuited to his self-esteein lie
wrould not ask for alius nor even accept hospitality. Lockzing
Iii)iself in his bedroom, lie coimmitted suicide on the 24th of
.Auguste 1770, by taking arsenic. F.-om~ the stifling ehamiber of

* siuffering and disgrace on Brookze Street, ilolborn, to a paucper's
grave on Shoe bane, mdiere ail that was mortal. of poor Chiatter-
ton was laid, seemned flot a ivide transition. B3etween the divine
afflatus of the poet and the despairing thouglits of a .suicide was
an imurineastirabtllce hasmn.

Chatterton bias been referred to by sorne of his acqiiaintances
* as "thie înad genius of Bristol." Thiat -%vas but one of the penal-

ties, l)erIiaps, of lus being a born genius. Does it not seemi one
of the dispensations of Providence tha-,t youth is not equipp)ed
mitIî the pDowers of the great whiehi it wvould l)e so apt to abuse?

Betiveen ten and eleven, thiis strange boy withi the fiashing
grey eyes and prepossessing face, very reserved, «%illful,, undis-
ciplined, but affectionate, began to write poetry, and while some
of bis first efforts are of the coniumon order, flot a few of them~
arc of surprising mnent. 0f lus îacknowledged poeins, luis -'Elegy
on the deati of Thomas Phillips," ''Ileccar and Gaira," "Resig-
nation, " a poIitical. satire; " The Deathi of Nicon, " and " The R~e-
signation. " posseS5 undoubted strengthi and origînalit.y. Othiers
aclinowledg-ed are imucli inferior, and sonme of thieim refleet upilon
his morais. one sueli being partly suppressed on thiat account, in
Keat's edition. A few others miiglit better hiave gone into the
liîuilo of o1livin also.

The uniiachniowledgred poems w'riten by Iiuni, but attributed to
flice fictitious monk, Rowley, contrary to the.amenities of litera-
turc, are regardcd as superior to bis acknowledgecd )oeis. in
strencgthi, harunony and sustained power. The llrst of thiese coin-
posed by ixn. "Elinour and Juiga.," wvas -written w'hen lie Nvas
but tNwelve years old. lis ".iElla," a dramnatie p0Cif; "'Plie Storie
of Williamn Canynge," "The *Unknomn I(niglit," "The Tourna-
mient," anid "Goddyn," adramiatic poemi, possess ra-re mient. But
if lie liad been more patient., wisely restraining for greater
achievemients bis eeaseless energy, lie mighit have fan excelied tlue
best lie lias prodluced. Nearly ail thewrl' great 1)0Cts have
"nuiade haste slowvly" to reachi the hieigrlits. Aithougli lie ]las nôt
commiuned so cl.osely mritli Nature in ail bier scenes of loveliness
-and spiendor, as somne grreat ponts of riper years, tlie sweet sound
of hiis lyre iras often. invoked by lier with more thian happy effeet.
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