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THE TIME WILL

——

The time will come
When, though the hottest fire on earth should
leap
To warm the currents through thy veins that
creep,
No Angust Hlame or mild September glow,
Thy wintry heart and ice-bound blood shall know.
Hast thou the fire of love, devation's heat,
And eager, flaming soul wherewith to meet
That chilling time ?

COME.

The time will come
When though the sweetest bells on earth should
ring,
The noblest organ peal and chorus siog,
Men ahou‘t‘ thy praise and love's wild pleading
ca
Thou shalt'bc deaf and distant from it all.
\What hyma hast thou in store, what words of
cheer,
What spirit voices for thy spitit ear
In that still time?

The time will come
When, though the landscape roll its beauty far,
Though fair the skies and woods and sivers are,
Though dearest loving faces look on thee,
No gleam of all shall thy strained vision see.
Hast thou prepared some prospect of delight,
Some opening vistas for thy trembling sight

In that dark time?

Ah, if that time
Follow a lifetime filled with work and love,
Then, while the old world dies, the heavens
above
Shall burst to warmth and f{ragrance, sight and
sound,
While glad remembered fages flock around,
And streogth comes back and more, and joy, far
more,
Skill, beauty, music, o'er and o'er and o'er,
Through endless time !

—~Great Thoughts.,
Written for Tur CANADA Presuvresiasn,

THE STRUGGLE OF LIFE.

ny W, G. JORDAN, B.A,

« Then, welcome each reboff

That turns carth’s smoothoess rough,

Each string that bids nor sit nor stand, but go !
Be cur joys three parts pain !

Strive 2nd hold cheap the straip,

Learn nor account the pang ; dare  never grudge

the throes 1"

We are drawing near to the close of
the nineteenth century, and very soon
thinkers will begin to sum up itslife and
try to estimate its significance. It has
alrcady been spoken of in many ways, as
an age of “sbams,” of ‘‘science,” of
“ frecdom and progress,” according to
tho position and mood of the speaker.
Like every other period, this age of ours
may be spoken of with glad enthusiasm
or bitter contempt. It hasbeen said that
the present gencration is “ nothing if not
critical ,” and it might easily be shown
thatin many spberes of thought thero is
more of criticism than construction.
Thero is one thing of which we have been
specially reminded, and that is that we
livein & transitional period, and while
that is undoubtedly truc it is not 80 pecu-
liaxr to our own time a8 wo havo been led
to think This is not the first transition-
al period that th~ world bas srep, lifeis
only another ot~ for change,and the
things that seem to be most firmly fixed
are undergoing a silent, ceaseless trans-
formation. Thoso who are being carried
along by the stream aro hardly in the
best position to measaro the rate or direc-
tion of its movement, but we are now
loarning tho great lesson that life, individ-
usl or social, involves constant sction and
reaction, the reelization of new thoughts
and impulses, and readjustment to new
circumstances. We must pass however
from theso vagno gencral statemonts to
something a little more definite.

In early lifc T heard a great wany
speeches from charch platfcrms on the
twofold sabject of Rationslism and Rit.
ualism. Sometimes those two divisions
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were openly announced. Somotimes they
wore presont in the mind of the speaker,
though not so boldly stated. This con-
stant ropotition created the impression on
the youthful mind that these wore the
twin foes of mankind in goneral and of
the Christinn religion in particular. The
theologian, like a knight ecrrant, sallied
forth from his fortress to slay thess
monsters, Somo of tho speakers to whom
we listened so attentively were great men
and some were small mon, some know
what they were talking about, and others
did not, Some were competent to state
ina masterly fashion ¢ the principles of
Protestanism,” while others had not
really grasped any great principle, but
the mere fact of 8o much discussion mado
ono feel that the terrible creatures,
Rationalism  and  Ritualism, were
not easily slain ecither by a sharp
sword or a heavy club. We had
men who know something about * cul-
ture,” although their religious principles
had shut thom out of the ancient univer-
sitios ; and wo had others who could hit
the Puseyites heavily, with references to
“ men milliners” and “dmposing cere-
monies ;' and woe had those who could
render a similar service to Darwinites by
crying oul incessantly for tho * missing
link,” or repudiating in indignant tones
‘‘the monkey,” which bad been so re-
cently brought on the stage as our great-
grandfathers. And yet with all this
variety of treatment the subject remain-
ed in a somewhat unsettled condition, as
itis, I believe, even at this day, and in
this enlightened country. We bave found
out that Rationalism and Ritualism are
oot definite and visible idols which wo
can break and cast into the fire, they are
spiritual forces, tendencies which are
stirring in overy society, and which
creato the great problems for every
man who seeks a harmonious life,
that is, who wishes to be loyal
to God and true to himself. There
are some who continue to dwell in a nar-
row ccclesiastical environment, shut up as
it werein an air-tight compartment, so
that the time-gpirit cannot reach them, at
least not in such strength as to cause any
painful disturbance. But many of us
found oursclves flung out into the waters
and commanded sternly to steer between
the Scylla and Charybdis of Rationalism
and Ritealism. The change from the
carcfully guarded denominational maga-
zine to the great reviews, where the lists
wero open to all comers, was somewhat of
a sudden shock. Those who bad found
the via mcdia called out to us, and pro-
claimed themselves as the God-appointed
guides of bewildered men in a distracted
age ; but upon examination we discovered
that this much vaonted cvia mcdic was
not 8o definite and tangible as we could
have wished. It might be & mathematical
point having pesition without magnitude,
but at any rate it was diflicult to grasp
and more difficult to hold. Wo could not
find shelter from the storm in the cavea
which peculiar people had dug out for
themsolves, wo must learn to move about
in the free air and see if in somo way the
forces that scem so hostile may  become
helpfal to tho life of the awakened

.spirits,

Dean dMancel opens his lectures on
*The Limits of Recligious Thought” in
this fashion. “Dogmatism and Rationalism
arc tho Lwo extremes betwoen which reli-
gious philosopby perpetuslly oscillates.
Each represents a systemirom which,when
nakedly and openly announced, tho well-
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regulated mindalmostinstinctivelyshrinks
back ; yet which, in some moro or less
specious disguive, will -be found to under-
lic tho antagonistic positions of many a
theological controversy.” This, of course,
is o philosophical statement by a wan
who wna a great logician ; but here again
our old friends, or rather our old enemies,
are arrnigned and doomed to die. This
book, which, in its way, is supposed to boa
treatise on “apologetics,” has created many
controversies and probably settled none.
That, however, from our present stand-
point, ia not altogether a disadvantage.
It attempts to meot both dogmatism nnd
rationalism by a new dogma of * agnosti-
cism,” which, while it humbles our pride
by showing that omniscience is not pos-
sible to wortals, can scarcely be said to
carry us very far in settling tho limits of
religious thought. It may be as well
that those limits should remain unsettled,
uy it is better to beat our wings againat
the bars of our natural limitations than
to be imprisoned in a formula of the
schools, even though that should seek to
shelter itself under the teaching of Sir W.~
Hamilton, and be quoted with approval
by Mr. H. Spencer. We leave Dean
Mangel to brush the cobwebs from the
brain of the theological students, and pass
on. )

The autkor of the ¢ Eclipse of Faith ™
was one who wrestled mightily with theso
problems. He was a clear, atrong thinker,
who had felt the influence of Butler's
great work; he spoke noble, helpfal
words. His ¢ Superhuman Origin of the
Bible Inferred from Itself,” is a book still
worthy of careful reading, notwithstand.
ing the change that has come over Biblical
criticism since it was written. On the
subject before us he makes a notable
point in dealing with the ‘ mythical
theory ’ of the Gospels, then popalar, but
since dead and buried. The New Zea-
lander, who, according to Macaulay, is to
stand on London PBridge and sketch the
ruins of St. Paul’s,comesacross a document
supposed to contain a history of church
life in the nineteenth century. In thospirit
of Strauss, be soon makes short work of
it, proving to his own satisfaction that it
is not history but allegory. How im-
probable that there should be & man
named Cardinal Wiseman. Of course
that title simply represents the subtle
policy of thr Church of Rome. And how
wuch mare inprohable that there should
be two men, brothers, bearing the name
Nowman, starting from the same point,
and going off, one to Rome and the other
to Rationalism. That, of course, is puro
sllegory, these two names representing
the two diverse tendencies, the two cur-
rents of influence and life which in their
action and reaction have produced the
varyiog and corflicting religious life of
this century. Thisis very good as satire,
it shows that fact may look like fiction,
and it may remind us that the conflicting
tendencics may be found not only ia the
samo homc or church, but in the same
mind. In conncction with a few discar-
sivo remarks of tbis kind one cannot bo
expected to treat thess everlasting and
cver barning questions of the “seat of
authority in religion.” The Bible, tho
Chaurch, and reason penetrate and inter-
penetrats each other in waya too complex
and intricato to be expressed in any brief,
formsl definition.

Tho eocialistic tendencies of the pres
entday tend to modify the individaalism
which was quickened and strengtheoned by
tho Protestant Reformation, and some of
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the most nutable of recent books bavg
shown how claverly argumonts can e
presonted, which belittlo the influence of
roagon in the formation of croed gy
charactor, so thhé in the coming century
theso subjects of peronnial interest wuif gg.
sumo now forms. We may come to the
conclusion that there is nowhere a final
statoment of these things in purely ip.
tollectual terme. But it does not flgn
from that that we can know nothing, any
that the man who is content to rest vpon
a ready-made formula is in as healihy
condition a3 one whoso career is a con.
stant wrertling with the difficult questigp
of life. Browning’s inspiring oxhortation.
* Rejoice that man is hurled,
From change to chanpge
Uuceasingly,
His soul’s wiogs
Never furled,”

is in this view specially appropriate whey
we remember that the change is not thy: }
of aimless drifting, but of unceasing pro.
gress. Wo ofton crave ease and finality
and regret that this perpotua movement
and friction should. be the condition of
our life, but even here we may learn to 8y,
‘“ Yea, Father, for go it was well pleasing
in Thy sight.”

The solution is personal and practics,
Those who have known no perploxities
and no scenticisms are to be congratulated
if their faith, so childlike and screne,
throbs with real living force ; and thes
who have looked all questions in the face,
and *“swallowed all formulas,” may re.
Joice when they have proved that they are
Dot shut ap cither'to a dogmatism which
degrades the soul or to a scepticism whith
leaves it in hunger und drives it to de
sphir. Many a time, with new wesn
ing, bave the words been spokes,
‘Lord, to whom shall we go, Thou hast
the words of eternal life.” Theologisns
may diecuss the word * Christocentric”
and make what they like of it, the men
word is a thing of nought. This muh
wo know, our Lord Jesus Christ, is not
only the Saviour who forgives our sias,
Ho ia also the teacher who will goide us
into larger realms of light and lov.. L
this case discipleship does nut wex
slavery. He gives us the truth,nol i’
final stegnant, but in quickening forms.
From the time of Paul to this day, thes
who have followed them most loyally haic
found the richest personal life. Thost
who bow at His feet in roverent, chiid- -
like hope, are free to learn new lessons -
and to enter into new worlds. Logally
to our own Church, we may learn from
Hiw, realizing how wmuch we owe wits
large social life. Bat surely in His presence
wo shall not seek to view the nuiers
from any narrow, ccclesiastical atsnd
point. Amid life’s discordant Jlamoor
and stern conflict, we hear His prowise of
rest ; that rest which is peace and pro
gress, deeper satisfaction, and larger s
tivity.

-* Rest is not quitting the busy carcer,
Restis the fitting of sell 10 its sphese
*Tis the brook's motion,

Cleir without strife,

Fleeing 1o octan alter its life,
'Tis loving and serving,

The hiphest and best,

"Tis onward uoswerving,
Aund that is true rest.”

Btratbroy.

Tho word “ Entasian™ is a combiny
tion of Europeaa and Asian, and is asd
to aesignate an inhabiiant of Hundustas,
ono of whoso parcnts is a Europranstd:
tho other a nntive of Asia. .



