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DECAY IN THE BELIEF IN WITCHCRAFT,

A doctrine, the denial of which two centuries ago in New
England would have been cunsidered proof Yosmvc of in-
fidel tendencies and a long stride towards atheism ; a duc-
tnne which the most revered divines identificd with astand
ing or falling Nible ; which was commended to favour by
the almost concurrent voices of the leamed of prcccdlnﬁ
Christian ages ; which bishops and councils had _stampe
with a solemn approval ; onihe ground of which death had
Ieen inflicted on thousands upon thunsands of men and wo-
men, especially from the thirteenth century onwards—this
doctrine has now disappeared, It is alien to our conscious.
ness. It is no longer included 1n the stock of teligious be.
hefs.  The first skepticism respecting st was resented and
deplored by good men as an evidence of the degencracy “of
the present age,”—that had *present age " which good
men 1n cvery generation have pronounced worse than any
other beforeit.  The first signs of the obsolescence of this
ancient belief werc observed with dismay by sincerely pious
men, who rallicd for the defence of the faith, and grasped
the ark more tenaciously the more they saw it to be in
danger.  ‘They hurled their prool-texts—*¢ Thou shalt not
suffer a witch tolive ; " they spumed the novel interpreta
tions which made the ** witch ™ to be a mere juggler; they
shouted, *‘Sadducec; ™ they scattcred their sarcasms on
the cfirontery of the new lights who fancicd themselves opa
loftier pinnacle than the generations before them. Al was
in vain, The obsolescent belief svon Lecame obsolete, The
cighteenth century smiled at the credulity of the seventeenth:
and the mncteenth century does the same.  Witchenaft,
along with faith in it, has vanished. The devils who helped
their human allics to pinch and prick slecping chilidren,
sometimes to posson cattle, and upsct milk-pails, have taken
their flight.  Salem is quict from the 1ncursions out of Tar.
tarus; it 1s actually, as well as nomunally, a city of peace.
Gradually, and yet randly, men came to dusbelieve what
they had before behieved. — E-mancipated from the old tenet,
they began to deride it as a weak superstition.  Spasmodic
cfforts to save the decaying doctrine praved uscless.  Even
the potent voice of Wesley fell on listless cars.— /'rof. Geo.
. Fisher in Sunday Afternoon for January.

ANCIENT FURNITURE AND MANVERS.

Half a century ago there was among us 2 real tespect for
aged people, outside of the citcle of near kinship.  Boys and
gitls on the roadside weie not ashamed to *‘make their
manners ** to ther elders, who, tn turn, had the Yolucncss
to return their courteous thanks for this youthful civility.
That was a good symptom ol the social sentiment.  But the
movement o§ the spinit of the age has left this mostly behind;
and with this respectful feching for those whose years and
posittion cntitle them to an honorable regard, has gone, toa
penlous extent, the reverence of many for the authonty of
the parental rule, for the authonty also of the State and the
statute-book. Itisvery difficulttobseak downa proper habutof
esteem for one object, and not involve a weakenming of re-
spect for others. It 1s very difticult to brng up thatladinto
a trusty, law-alnding citizen, who has cultivated the vice of
a contemptuous distegard for his clders and his betters.
Sometimes there has been a servile deference to these, which
is the leaning over afa virtue to the other side.  That is
not our danger. Now and then 2 passion for the antiques
the fashion, and the hunt becomes ludicrous n its cagerncess
after almost anytlung which has an ancient look and odor.
That is not to be laughed at as a folly except in its excess.
Rut if, whiic we are polishing up and restoring these relics
of our fathers’ furniture and wardrotes with so much zest,
we would revive, at the same time, and re-cathrone some
of .heir svund and nghteous prinaples of honor to whum
hor -t is duc, our dwellings and persons would not only 1c-
cet re adornmient, Lut our land would be toned up with a
return of stable, healthful public sentiment much necded to
allay the fever, and to purpe off the rwpureness of our gen-
cral social and civil life.—Sunday Afternoon.

CONSUMPTION CURED.

An old physician, retired from practice, having had placed
in his hands by an East Indian missionary the formula of a
simple vegelable remedy, for the speedy and penmanent cure
of consumption, bronchitis, catarth, asthma, and all throat
aand lun a!‘fecﬁons. also a positive and radical cure for ner-
vous dcgility and all nervous complaints, after having tested
its wondesful curative powers in thousands of cases, fclt
it his duty to make it known to his suffering fellows.  Act-
uated by this motive, and a desire to relieve human suffering,
1 will send, frec of charge, to all who desire 1t, this reape,
with fall directions for preparing and using, in_ German,
French, ot English.  Scntby mail by addressing with s!amt,
paming this vpcr, W. W. Sherar, 149 Power’s Block,
Rochester, N.Y.

FJUST PUBLISHED-SENT FREE.

Complete History of Wall Steeet Finance, containing vala-
able information for investors. Address Baxter & Co., Pul-
shers, 17 Wall Street, New York. -

Tue Great Counal of Geneva has accepted the pnnaple
of theseparation of Church and State and appointed a Com.-
missioner 1o examine the bill designed to carty this project
into cffect,

Tue trial of the Glu§0w Bank directors has resulted in
theconviction of Lewis Potter, of the Glasgow shipping firm
of I'otter, Wilson & Co., and Robert Sumner Stronach, the
manager of the bank, of the offences aschaﬁt:. The other
directors were foand guilty of uttering false abstracts of
balance sheets.  Robert Sumner Stronach and Lewis Pot-
ter, convicted of fraud, theft and embezzlement, were sen-
tenced to cighteen months' imprisonment.  The five othes
directors—] ohn Stewart, Robert Salmond, William Taylor,
Henry Inglis and John Inais Wright, convicted of nltering
false alatracts of balance sheets, were acntenced to eight
months’ imprisonment.

~

GLEAMNINGS FROM TIHE FRESS.

CHuRIiSTIAN AT WORK . “ Louking over any of our
f:rcn! congregations, one is not struck with any evidence of
hant times in the appearance and dress of the people, and in
golng fiom house tu house we duv not observe many symp-
toms of poverty ; but when the offering plates are handed
round, there, where true Christian spirit would Ict the Pimh-
ing appear last, it is seen first, and !t remains longest.”

Ust1ep PREsIN TRRIAS : *Complaint is often made
that teachers of public schools are not it for their positions,
and especially that they will not remain at work for a Iife-
time. A moment’s thought would suggest the reason : their
cuompensation is too small.  Pay them better salaries and
they will show immedizte improvement.  In many country
places the man who has charge of the minds, norals and
manners of the children 1s paid less than the man who feeds
the sheep and doves the oxen.

GreLrit Mercrry: ¢ We have received from the office
of the Canada Lresbylersan this handy httle * \ ear Book,'

wmg the fullest and most rchable information regarding
the Presbytenan Church in Canada and Newfoundland. It
1s comptled by the Rev. Jamnes Cameron, of Chatsworth, who
1s admirably fitted for the work.  In addition to the calen-
dar and blank memceranda 1t supplies all needful informa.
tion respecting the Colleges, Ksscmbly. Synods, P'resby-
tenies of the Church, giving the names and places of resi-
dence of cvery scttled minister in the body, together witk
much other useful matter. It also gives some interesting
details about the Presbytenan churches in the United
States. To every Presbytenan who takes an interest 1n hus
church the ¢ Year Book * is indispensable.”

Loxnox Curistiay Wokin - * Notwithstanding all
the protests that have been uplifted against it, there can be
little doubt that the next few days will see the lotte | scheme
for the rehef of the Uity of Glasgow Bank st archolders
fairly floated. The Rev. G. Robson, Invemess, nopes that
the scheme ** will be publicly reprobated by the Church of
God in the land,” and a Free Churchman .nknown has
strongly advocated the exercise of church dwusapline on all
thosc who countenance the nefarious plan.,  Rather awk-
ward results would ensue from the adoption of the Free
Churchman's sugpestion, for among the chicf promoters of
the lottey are to be found Sitr James Watson, Dr. Ander-
sou Kirkwood, and Sir P'eter Coats, who may Le regarded
as fawrly representing the lay clement in Established, Free
and United Presbyterian churches zespectively.”

N. Y. CHRISTIAN INTELLIGEXCEK : *“ §till we plead for
honest money. Gold and silver have come back again.
Now let the coins be made worth theit face as nearly as pos-
sible.  Years ago, before the discovery of gold and silver
deposits in the Sierras, and when those metals were scarce
with us, the coin of the United States was debased in order
to keep it in the country. But a great change has occurzed,
and we are now one of the chief gold and silver producing
nations in the world  We have gold and silver to sell. Let
the alloy in our coins be reduced and their bullion value be
raised.  English sovereigns circulate everywhere.  They
contain 916 3 parts of gold in onc thousand.  Our coin has
oo parts of gold in one thousand.  Why should they not
be as good as the British? Cross the line and go into Can
ada, and our silver quarter is worth only twenty cents, the
dime only cight cents.  Let us make our coins as pure as
possible, introducing only as much alloy as may be necessary
to picvent excessive wear.  Let us be honest.”

NOT 1n great historical churches, not in claborately or-
gamzed politics, has the strength of Chnstiamty resided, but
1mits powes to awakenin individual hearts a sense of petson-
al responsibility, and to place the soul alone with God. It
would have been, but for this, long befote now a fossil faith
and a lifeless tradittion.—Christfian lerld,

We are like southem plants taken up toa northem ch.
mate and planted 10 2 northem soil.  They grow there, but
they arcalways failing of theit flowers.  The poor exiled shrub
dreams by a native longing of 2 splendid blossom whach it
has ncver seen, but is dimly conscious that it ought some-
how to produce. It fecls the flower which it has not the
strength to make in the half-chilled but still geawne joices
of us southern nature.  Thatis the way in which the 1deal
1:fe, thelife of full completions, haunts us all.  Nothing can
raally haunt us except what we have the beginning of, the na-
tive capacity for, however hindered, in oursclves,—A'w.
Prilisps Brooks.

In order that the pulpit may reach all classes withats .
flucnce, the preaching should be Biblical.  The Bible 1s the
only absolutcly non-partisan, non-sectanan book in the
woild. TPhilosophical preaching reaches one class, theton-
cal address pleases another, the hortatory method suits a
third ; Lut the pare Gospel, expounded with simphiaty,
beauty and force, has charms for every ear, instiuction
for cvery mind, and insparation for every heart.  This

reaching will exhibit o the wortld, as the model life,

csus Chnst, who, by offennng 1imself once for all, forever
abolished caste, and established a religion suited to all the
wants of all classes inall ages. —T'%e Aferiafise.

THEOLOGICAT students reason that if there be counterfeit
moncy, ther must be genuine 5 50, 3f there be infidels, there
must also be Christians.  If this be true of money and relig.
ion, will not the same mleapply to **put up™ medicines?
Donot the cheap and worthless nostrums prove that there
are gennine and meritorious **pat up ™ medicines? The

t popularity of Dr. Picroe’s Golden Medical Disco
tesulial in the manufacture of many skoddr alterative
and tonic remedics, bat one after another these have disap-
red, the proprictors having found that, no matter how
m they advertise, success depends upon merit.  In South
Amcrica, as well as in this country, the Discovery is the
standard yemedy for all scrofulous and cruptive diseases. It
acs promptly on the stomach, liver and blood, toning u
regulating and parifying the system. 1t speedily allays all
ial irritation, and cures the “most stubbom cough or

<ol in half the time required by any other remedy.

THERE are 401 U nitanan munssters in the United States.

Ox the guld coast, Afnca, fast year, were bapuzed 330
converts,

Ancw Lectionary was introduced Ly law in the English
Establischd church on the tst of January.

‘THERF are in Great Bntain, twenty-one archbishops and
bishops of the Roman Catholic church, 2,175 pricsts, and
1,386 churches.

Rrv R. 8 Siovy, DI, is to give eight lectures on
Bernard of Clairvaux, at Princeton I'keological Seminary
School.

‘Tur sheep farmersin Scotland estimate their loss by this
wintet's sturms at mute than une hundred thuusand head of
sheep.

Tur fact that there was no death sentence prunounced in
Iicland during the year past «s very creditable to the people
of the Emerald Isle,

11 1s sud that a steamer has been chartered 1n London to
take Henry M. stantey and party to Zanubar for another
explonng expedition 1n Africa.

Tur Amencan Presbyterian church reports for last year
thirty-seven synods, 178 presbyteries, 5,232 ministers and
licentiates, 5,269 churches, 567,855 members.

A commercial collapse is imminent in Sweden. Further
failures are daily expected, and thousands of persons have
been thrown out of employment.

A manufactory of paper bricks has been opened in Wis.
consin, ‘The bricks are said to be exceedingly durable and
moisture proof. Thcey are also larger than the clay bricks.

ADVICEs from Yeddo, 1t 1s telegraphed from St Peters.
burg, state that the Japanese are appichensive that the
Russians intend to annex Yesso, one of the largest Islands of
the empire.

Tue Liberal party of Belgium supports a scheme for an
exclusive sccular education by the State.  And the Roman
Catholic Bishops are out ina joint pastoral letter denouncing
such a scheme.

¢ George Arthur,” the little boy who in * Tom Brown's
Schooldays,” showed his colours by saying his prayersin
s{)itc of the jibes of his companions, has becume Arthur Pen-
rhyn Stanley, Dean of Westminister.

Fatirk Hyvacistir desires a recognition of the old
Catholics in France by the Church of England. The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury is disposed to grant his request, but
wants further information.

Tue General Assembly of the Presbyterian church of
Victuria, Australia, has sccently Lzeen in session in Mel-
bourne.  The congregations were reported at 125, with
twenty-five unattached ministers.

Ttk prime minister of England is a Jew, not in religion,
butin race ; 1o Latholic France the most important depart.
ments of the government are under the control of Protes.
tants; in Turkey the Minister of Foreign Affairs is a Chris-
tian.

AN mpostant religious awakenng is reported from the
City of Mexico. It onginated 1n the Presbyterian mission,
and all the Protestant churches 1n the city are stated to be
cabisted 1n carnest work. A number of prominent citizens
are among the converts,

Tux Board of Trustees of Oberlin College propose to
bring up the endowment to $500,000. 1t isa wonder what
work this insutution has done with comparatvely little
money. The expenses of the college last year exceeded its
regular income by $11,000.

NiveErv-NiNE Unitarian churches are without pastors, and
not more than twenty-five of them ase able, says the * Year
Book,” to support a minister. * Twenty have given no
signs of life for several years, and are probably dead.” The
number of ministers in the denowmination is 401, which in.
dicates an increase of thirteen.

Tug fearful plague which for several wecks past has been
prevalent in the south-castern districts of Russia is reported
to be spreading with great mapidity.  Kailway cars from
Russia are not admitted into Germany, and severe quaran-
tine measure are cnforced on the frontier of the Black Sea
and Danube ports.

SEVEN thousand miners are idle in the county of Durham,
England. The distress there has not been equalled since the
great strike of 1844. A geneml strike of the iron-workers,
aumbcring 3,500, and the brass founders began on Saturday
a* Liverpool, Two thousand boiler-makers and shipbuilders
are also considering the advisability of striking,

Tue forthcoming Baptist * Vear Book ™ for 1879 will
show that there are now in the United States 3,102,034
Raptists, an increase of nearly 78,000, with 1,075 associa.
tions, 23,499 churches, an increase of about 600, 2nd 14,
954 otdained ministers, an increase of 385. The baptisms
for the year numbered 102,736.

Tue Saxe-Meinin Legislature has passed 2 law ene
abling persons of full zge to lcave the State Church on going
through certain formalities. They may form Dissent:
churches on satisfying the Government that their doctrines
arc not counter to civil order and morality, andare entitled
to burial in the churchyards on payment of a simall fee.

Tur American Board has sixtcen missions, Seventy-nine
stations, $39 cut-stations, 1,549 labourers (144 beiog or-
damned missionarics from America), =48 churches, 13,854
church members, 1,223 added during the year (the in
these two items arc approximate), 1§ training and theolog:
ical schools, 612 commcn schools, with 23,982 pupils.

Tur municipality of Paris, by & vote of 63 to 3, has re-
solved to recuce the salasies of the Romish clerical instroe.
tors in the schools 2o thelowest pointallowed by law, namely,
to 250 francs for males and 150 francs for females.  The
motive openly avowed is to indace them to revign, and 10

m government to agrec to the substitction of lay
!



