
668

TUER CANADA PRESDVTRRIANV,
- PUBLISURED IRY lTU -

Prosbyterian PrintiDg and PublshIng Collpusy
(C. BLACKXTT ROBMISON),

AT ç JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO.
Tram.s: $a pet annum, in advance

^DV1ERTISING TERMS .- Under 3 montbs, so cen.a pet tint
kfinsetion * 3 mnOnthi, $a per Sine. 6 monchi, i.so vert int, i yea,

%,350. NoaàJrti-emenls chaîged aitlest than rire lines. iNo.,e ot,.
tIttî dtiobiectionfbIt advrtitsmirts taken,

EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.
lllt. IVALTIRKii-ior m:any yc..rs ain esteemcd chuIer

oi Our Chsrch-is the duly autharized agent for Tits CAN'Ai>A
PItESBYTZRIAN. li e wail collcct outst*ridiiig accourus, mint'
'ake naines af ncw subscribers. Fricnds are-lnited ta givt
any assistance in thear power tu 'Mr. Kerr ini ail the congre-
galions lie may visit.

TORONTO, WVEDNESDAV, OCTOIJER 12. i887.

Na less than 126 cases were mules! at tire Toronto
police court the r'tler day, the largcst ntimber on tic
docket for ane day since Toironto lad an existence.
Sudh facis shouls! put an end! ta, ail pharisaical va-
pouring about "Toronto the Goos!."

TrrhE people ans! press ai New York ans! Brooklyn
havd been pcnning chor opinions ai Dr. joseph Parker
during the past iew days. His sermons in Plymossth
Church and bis ather appeararices have furnishes! lie
data. The process adoptes! by evcrybady 'vas to
compare Dr. Parker ivith Henry 1-ard, liecher. This
may bave been very nalural under the circumslances,
but h vens scarcely fai ta tht great Lonidon prtacler.
There is a remate possibuliîy that a mari inigit bce a
great oratar ans! a great preadher ivithout in thle icsi
roembling Henry Wars! feeclier. The generai con-
clusion arrives! at, sçems ta be (liai Dr. Parker lias a
goas! voice, fine articulation, splendidi diction ans!
faultless ehocution ail round, but that le lacks Beech-
er's naturalness, spantaneiîy ans! nagnetism.

IN bis opening lecture hast week Principal Caven
toucied a inasi important practical point when he
said :

WVhile disallowing ail that is irreerent ans! low, ticte is
no wish, I nees! lardly say, ta encourage a ds.hl ans! hscavy
puipit diction, or any kins! o! mocic solcnînity. In comn-
mending direciness ans! camnestness of spech WC have
alzeady pronouuiced againsl sudh a nianner. The truc
remedy (cr dulness is flot in t1ippancy and juculaiaty, nul in
shang and thc phrases ai tle reprobate, but :n clearer ans!
more vital ihougit, in a more carnest purpese, ini a styonger
sense of the divine prescrnce, in greaicr zaia (or t spiritot%2
well.being ai men. Let everytbing be rcal, ans! [aise so-
lemanity, whether in wors!s or in voice, wiil bc hars!ly possi.
ble. A deas!, formai, artificiai manner la indtcd a grcat
evii, but shere is no gain in exchanging it for vulgarisy ans!
îevisy, or any afiîle arts ai the pulpît mounlebankh.
AI rueand îimicly fia dcubt, but if a City pasior secs
is pews baif empiy an S"bbath cvcnings, ans! knows

ihai ýome wio practise the metlods very properly
couîdemnes! by Dr. Caven, have thseir churches or
rinks crowded ta the doors, tre is a sirong lempra-
tion 10t adopi lîcir metlods, ai heasi in part. The
temptaîlan becomes stranger when officc.bcarers hout
ai empty pcws, ans! a revenue tiat doca not mcci ex-
penditure. TIent is somettimes this gain in cxcbang-
ing a deas!, formaI, artificial mannen for vulgarity,
hevity ans! the arts ai tic mountcbnk-the change fuls
the pews, ai heasi for a dîne. The esteenseci Princi-
pal migit probably fins! an illustration ai vînt we
mean witbout going oui ai bis own City. 0f course,
no ninister ai tise Gospel is justifies! in making a
mountebank ai himseif ta fill any churcl, liL. a; île
dburch ai mouniebankisrn 15 crowdcd, ans! tle churci
ai sevene good-taste empty, ive cari easily understans!
the sircngth af the tempiatian ta do thiogs a litile out
ai the ordinary way. The fauli lies parly wiîî tle
people who crowch arouns! nounteba;nl-'s ai the masi
vulgar kins!.

No speaker ât the Conference last wcek rendereci
botter service ta the cause nt truth and! rigbteausncss
than the Rev. J, A. Murray wien be described ini
plain -ans! manly language a class ai characters wlio
always ilock ta special services of every kins!, but arc
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neyer faund taking part in nny other goad work. Mr.
Murray said -

lie would alto have a vigilance committect -1 i nub"
men. lie vrais not usin y agaen losro

Thr -= lû tina wn vr00 nee S tthe ervce
of the congregatiea, aie the contribution box i but, like
spiders anid maths which corne out fram their hulet mia the
candle-light, îhey always &ppeared wben any litile special
service was gai u p. These men ought Co bc snubbed and
kept ia the barcground until they learnied what tlhe true
work or Christ %as; ]et themn kaow thai aitet tbat they
wauld bc glas! to recelve theit co-operationi.
Thcsc nuen are rarely seen in the bîouse of God on
Sabbaîlî They treat the crdinary preaching of the
Word wvith a ficeling n goos! dcal like conîcript. *fhey
care lit11e for the sacraments, and rcmain away from
thc Lord's table for the most triiling teason, or for no
renson nt ail. Attcndance nt the wcekly praver mcci.
ing rcguilarly issomnethingîbey neyer thisîk ol. They
neyer support missions, nor nny athier good cause. In
I:sct, thcy -.re flnt factors in the religinus lite ai tise
comînunity in wlîirh thry dwell Blut the moment
special services are announccd thcy ire ail on dock
.anti nnzious te gel contrai af the ship. If anybody
tries ta keep theni in their proper plare, th ey caoliy
inform hilm thnt lie is opposrd to revival If lie tries
ta control their insolent vagaries, they inform hinm
that hoc is rcsisting the Spirit WVlealier 'lsnubbing "
is tire proper rcmcedy or not, these are plain, lard
tacts. Mr. Murray miglit have gonc inuch turtser
whcn dealing with doubtful chatacters who thrtsst
theinselves ino special services, and injure the work
by their unsavoury presence and impertinent mcd-
dling. I trio ofien happens that persans push thc-
selves ta the front in such services who not only have
no standing as religiaus men, but who are ir, bad
odour with the honest business men of the commnity.
The presence ai such characters as pramineni workers
tin special services dot% more to injure the eftects ai
sudh service than probably any other cause. How
can an honest man of business ssha makes no profts-
stao, ci religion be expectes! ta attend special services,
or have any respect for îhem, if he knows that saine
ai the men wbo figure prominenîly in these services
niîght after night are dishonest, or untruiblul, or un-
cieani? Conference may sit ans! talk, and pass resa-
Jutions until doomsday, but no conference, nar dhurch
court, nor any ailier body, cars make special services
profitable ta any congregatian or cornmunity, unless
they are conducted by men in wbomn the Christian
people of the conimunity have full confidence. One
of the teasons îvhy mien ai known Christian character
and high standing kcep aloof fromn such services is
because they have no confidence in thse integrity of
sorti wso are aliowed ta figure pranssnently in the
meetings. Men wl.a, take part in suds services shauld
be men about whose religtou3 dharacter and whose
social and! business standing there îs no reasonable
doubt. WVhen thîs reform has been istroduces!, ane
ai the hindrances ta, special --rvices wtll bave beers
removesL ___________

THE CONIEFRENC..

THE Conférence hels! last week in Toronto was fairly
ivell attendes!. The spirit ai the meeting was griod,
and! the interest well sustaines! (rani beginning ta end.
The -tdçresses touched on a greai varieîy ai îopics,
and thotsgh some diversity ai opinion prevailes! in re-
gard ta nsethods of worl<ing,, there was thorough una-
nimiîy on ail vital pointi. The ane iliing desîres! by
the Conference as a whole and by ecd individuai
member was increases! spiritual ie ans! pawver in the
Churdli.

Unlike sorte ai lis predecessors this Conference
framîs! a deliverance, anti in plain terms tais! the
Churdli some things that, in ils judgnsenr, the Church
shauls! do ta renesv ans! iîîcrease spiritual lite. This
deliveraince is so sensible, practicai and! feasible that
we cannai do bottcr than lay il bcforc aur readers
The Conference was of the opinion:

r. Thiar it is highly desirable that more praminesice shiuid
lie giren in the courts ai the Chu-cli, and! especially in
msetings ai Synos!, 'o tie great practicai work which lies
brhor, the Church - ith conversion af sinners and! ihe edi.
ficat.on ai believer..
Therc are few ChIristi2n men in tise Church wia have
not corne ta this conclusion, and! wlia have not said in
private whaî the Conférence says in this part ai its de-
liverance. Thearetically Sessians, Presbyterics, Sy *n
ods ans! Assemblies are spiritual courts. As a matter
ai faci their proceedings are ofien flot specially çpiri-
tuai. Som etimes tliy arc thc reverse ta, a: pain ful ex-
lent as everybodyknows who attends sucb meetings.

L(OIranth, in?.

The Ceocrai Assembiy, thougli cangestes! witb work,
dots manage ta Rive a considerable, ans! wc are glad
losay an iAîcrensing, amount of t' me ta the vital wark
of tht Churzth. îTie Synada havc 11111e work io do,
ans! might very wcIi give mare lime ta (lie cansidera.
(ion ai vital questions. As Dr. Smith suggested, il
might be a goos! (bing la 4rmain over Sabbath and
spens! the lime in devational exerci;es and in discuss-
irig the best measure for icrasing the spirituRl lité
ai the -congregations. ls there any renson why a
Presbytery nmeetinîg shouls! fot be a hein ta a
minister in the more spiritual part ai bis work insteas!
of a hindrance, as Presbytcry meetings sometimes
are P This court is the ane above ail ailiers ihat gives
tone tla the Churcli. Il is more in toucli with thc
,people than any otlier. Il is a local court, and thse
people ai tle locality know what takes place. Il
mneets evcry îwo or lirc niontis, and the other
couîrts mncel aniy once a year. The influence of the
Presbytery is fécît ail the ycar round, and in every con,
gregation and mission station ai the Clîurclî. Many
oi thse people are prescrit as sncmbers of deputalons,
and in ailier capacities. tVill a:y ane say that the
deliberations of Presbyteries arc usualiy of such a
nature as ta henefit their own members or ta in.-t
press visiinrs wiîh the idea tînt the principal wark
of the Churcîs is the canversirn ai siers ans! the tdi-
ficatian ai believers?

TIe second part af the deliverance ai the Confer-
ence touches a weakc point ans! suggests a goos!
remedy :

2 Thatil it very important foc the quickening ai spiri-
tual lire in aur cu.ngregalinns iliat the svork ai Presbylerial
visitai ion snouhh bc caries! on nmore generalhy and! shoul! lie
accompartied, when possile, wiîh ad~iresses as! devotional
Cxcicis-s, (itsest flot unhy to eaul attention ta the duty ai
Chri-tian effort on Ilie pait of b, Ievers, but also to awalcen
the carless, and Iead th cm ta the imniediate acceptance ai
Christ.
The usuai procedure is for the 1resbytery ta induci a
pastor-in many cases a young inexperienced man
-river a congregation, ans! leave him ta bis own te-
sources. If lic succeeds, goos! and wcll ; if he (ails,
evici lssm. A iew years after tise induction perhaps,
the yaung mnan resiftns, or a peltian or a deputa-
lion cames before the Presbytery asking for a Presby-
teriai visitation. The visitation takes place, ans! is
generally fohlowed by a rupture ai tlic pastoral tic.
Now 'vînt did tint Ilrcsbytery de? Help the pas-
lor? No. Il simply heis! an inquesi over bis re-
mains when lic was ecclcstastically deas!. Had ha
been helpes! by suci a Presbyterial visitation as that
suggcsted by Dr. McLaren ai the Conference lie
might neyer have! died. Dr. McLaren suggested a
Presbyterial visitatios with religiaus exercises, prayer
and addresses by members of Presbytery. Thc doc-
t was perlaps old-iashioned enough in h.1s ideas tc,

tbink tisaI a visitation ai that kins! might do a Congre-
gaior more goos! than a so calicd judicial invesiga-
ion wiîth cammissioners from piaintiff and defendant

making angr speechesr, inembers ai Presbytery
posing as judges, and an excited crowd in the back-
grouis puiting in applause when (bey thought their
cliampions made a lit.

Whlat dots Presbyterial oversight mean anyway?
Does it men tiat the Prcsbyîery merely dots a cer-
tain amounit ai routine business occasionally for ils
congregations-asks for maney, ans! spends il la vani-
aus ways? If so, then a Presbytery stands ln about
the saine relation ta ils cangregations as a municipal
council stands ta ils municip3lity. Daes il mcan'tlat
the Presbytery settles-or makes worse-comgrega-
tionai quarrels ? lisa, a Presbytery is fia mare than
a civil court, with ibis différence: tînt il ofien takes
tern imes as long ta try ils cases, and someimes dots
not try îhemt in sa dignified a manner as -cases are
tries! in a civil court. Dots il mean tint the Presby-
tcry interftres wlicn congregaîlonal atTairs bave gone
so far wrong that sometbihg must lie done? If so,
tht Presbytery in masi cases simply acts the part af
a coroner. Presbyîerial oversight should surely
meais belli, encouragement, and at limes spiritual
wsurk. irt the congregaîlons wîîhin ils bauhsds.

on ,he question ai holding special continuous ser-
vices tht resolution ai the Conterence was, wc think,
îimeiy ans! prudent.

3. Tt wherever the desire for Uic qsîickening ai spirituel
1-e. warrants thc hopýe ai favourab!e results, or wlierever
tht la urgent nees!, in the absence ai- any sucipromisi. g
indications, specal continuous sereices mal, well bliJccid
veluh a viLw ta the issgatheting of thc cardeas,4 ans! the heas!.
ing ai God's people tn a mare carneit coosecration of thei.
mitres ta Hlm in tise GospzI of His Son-; thai tiée ibrvicè


