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GOOD SOCIETY FOR £iIINISTERS
1 O1Rl< luT THE cO UNvTB 1

Svif O

The Rural Dean of tise iresbyterian Church bas
just returned to bis conîiortable mnise. V'acation is
over and lie nmust begits work agiis. TIse manse
semns very quiet. HIe bas just been on crowdcd
trains and crowvded steamboats, in crawded hotels and
big- cities, and now that the soîîîsd ai the cars bas died
nway and tIse motion ai the steamer lcft bis brain,
he feels a little like the mani wlio said: IlOli solitude,
where arc thy cbarms ?" l n fact, tise rural manse
stemts a trille lonesome. Tise evenings are becoming
long and tIse Rural Dean longs (or sorîety. As lie
sits in tise twiliglit and toasts bis pedial e-xtremnities
(No. z:'s perhaps) at a nice gloving ire be salila-
quizes <bus . Il Oi tIe vhole 1 nui very comsiortable in
iny prescrnt position. My people are very kind. They
bave pravided me wvitls a very cuniiortable haine, and
meet ail tiseir engagemenîts wvitlt use pronsptly and
cbeerfuliy. I bave notL-.ng to complaîn ai in that
îvay. They are regîtlar in their attendance at cliuircb,
and I think, honestly endeavaur ta profit by tIse ser-
vices Tltey arc good solid people. 1 bave great rea-
sons ta bie thankfui wben I tîîînk ai the manner in
which znany în:nisters arc kîcked frani pîllar ta post
by callous, quarrelsome, fault-finding cangregations.
But I do icel Just a little lonesome in titis quiet corner.
1 would net go anywtsere as a candidate; but if it
should please the Head ai thse Churcis ta aller mie a
cangregation in a town or city, I thînk 1 would acccpt.
I feel tise.ieed oisocîety. I arnalmost certain ta lie-
came rusty here. I necd association wvîth coigenial
spirits ta kcep up my intellectual <ant."

Nosv, lirother, let us ioin issue an <bis point and
hbave it out"' if we sbould take aIl itinter to settle

it. The point is that you have no society ai a pro.
fessional type and for the want of such socîety yau are
loneîy and in danger ofliecoming rusty. Did you ever
hear wbat D'Arcy %IcGee said an tîsat point. A pro-
minent public man ofithis country, mare given to Sport-
ing than reading, calîed hiîn a book worm. The genial
Irishman repiicd <bat he always did like the society ai
good books better than that ai middling men. Hon'
would the snaxirn ai the claquent Irîshmer. meet Vour
case, brother? Yeou bave a good lirary. Each book,
in <bat library, worth a place there, may lie a very
emtertaining and profitable companian.

Supposing yau lived, we shaîl say, in Toronta, for
you knowv Toronto is the centre ai everything gaod and
great in Canada. The National University is thrc, and
Osgoode Hall and the Art School and half-a-dozen
calleges and the Parliasinent buildings (a perfect gem
ai architectural beauty) and many other institutions
which have been established and are maintained by
the people ofithe Province, but ivhicb tise typical citizen
ai the Qucen City aîways refers ta as Toronto institu-
lions. Itis away he lias. The reasonwby bis mmd
works im <bis way is proably because ha believes
there is nobody and nothing ai much consequcîtce in
Ontario autsîde ofiToronto. 'Now, brother, suppose
you iived in this city îvhicb tIse (;lobe and failalways
refer ta as a "great, city"; suppose yau livcd there and
enjoyed the saciety ai ai11 tIse distinguished people ai
Ibis great city; suppose you were blessed witb the coin-
panionship ai the Chalmerses and Gutbries and Spur-
geons and \Vhitfields ai the Toronto pulpit, it is ver
doulitiul if even then you wouîd gain anything in tIse
matter ofisociety.

Yfou wisli ta converse witb saine great man on a
point of Tbeology, do yau, brother? Weil, look at these
îhrce volumes an the firstsbelfin yourlibrary. Tîsese
volumes %vere wvritten liy Dr. Charles Hodge, ai
Princeton. Take os i < hem down ansd bave a talk
on <he point îvîth Hodge. Ifthere is any point that
Hodgc can't <bran' ligbt upon, you ntay find saine diffi-
culty in getting liglit even in Toronto. Brotheryou wil
excuse us for saying that if you were on more familiar
,cris with Hodgc, You might perhaps not sigb sa
much for society. ,Cultivate an acquaintance with
Hodge.

There arc saine kxtatty points ai Exegesis you wvould
like ta discuss witb santie one- AVel, <bat is good work
for a minister nto doulit. Just take dawn Alfard and
Ellicott and Eadic and Hodgc antd go on witb the dis-
cussion. If there is any lietter exegetical caîpany in
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tîsis caunatry than these men this contributar bas not
becard ai it.

Ohi, but you want ta speak about Homiletics. 'fou
want an occasianal talk about texts and divisions and
the best rnetlîods ai making, deiwcring and applying
sermons. That's righî, brother. Stick Io that. If
soine of ourministers talked mare about sermons ancl
iess about consîittees it would lie better for theniselves
and for the Churcîs. "flîat did you prencb on last Sib-
bath? " is a far mare important question than Il Vbat
committes are you an this year ?"I '«low <id yau
bandle that subject"I is a far mare encouraging ques-
tion caming ironi a niinisier tîlan a question about
saine "'case"» because it shows bis nîind is working in
the riglit way. Ait the aId veteran nîinisters who
worked thirty o, iorty ycars in anc place were great
on texts and divisions and talked very mucb about
preaching. The typical Church iawycr nlways talks
about preachiing in albalfapologetic way. He belittles
the main part ai his work and thc peopkc invartably
liclittlehbu. They do right inso0doing. Now it mtst
be admittcd that it is a very stimulating and refresb-
ing tbing for a young minister ta have an occasional
talk with an enthusiastic sermionîzer. Undoubtedly
it is. A young preaclier with any seul cauld flot
tail, ta Dr. Ormiston hali.an-hour about preaching
%vitbout feeling the tire burn. Yfou always left him
feeling that preaching is a great business. Výou lcave
saine ministers feeling that preacbing is a strait busi-
ness which should lie proceed tvitb in an apologetic
way. A minister who produces that. impression slîould
perbans bcecxpelled. Then the Hamilton Doctor
could rattie aff any number ai good divisions in
a ietv minutes. Every shake ai the busby locks was
gaod for a flrst.class division. Dr. Gregg, Dr. blac-
Vicar and Professor à1cLaren were enthusiastic ser-
mon niakiers at anc lime and always liad a good long
list ai capital sermon plans.

But we musi came back ta the brother we were ad-
dressing. Yfou want a congenial spirit ta discuss
sermons with ? WVell, find ane in yaur library. TIhere
is Shedd. Shedd is good. Talk a wvhite with Slscdd.
Tien take do%%n Dabney. WVe undersîand Dr. Proud-
foot prefers Dabney ta any writer on Hcsmiletics.
WVhen you are tired talking ta Dabney try Hoppîn.
Happin is one ai aur favourites. If you don't enjoy
the saciety ai any ai these take Pltelps. If yau don't
cnjay a talk with Phelps perh .ps there is something
wvrong with your laste. But these are notaîl. If yru
bave tbe Yfale course you may converse with Beecher,
John Hall, Taylor,*Bisbop Simpson, Crosby and sev-
eral othier eminent and entbusiastic preachers. Spur-
geon bas several fine works on preccing. Now if you
are not satisfied witli sucb Homiletic saciety as Sbedd,
Dabney, Hoppin, Phelps, Hall, Taylor, Simipson,
Crosby and Spurgeon, we cannot saylanything more.
Pcrhaps saine brother says hc is a philosopher and
flnds the work ai these men too sballow for bis migbty
intellect. Brother, there is nô help foryou.

'fou want saine literary socicty, brother, do you ?
Weil, take down Macaulay and saine standard writers
and converse witb theni. There arc saine very cmi-
rient literary men in Toronto, especially editors, but
there are not rnany wvhose litcrary productions surpass
<base ai Macaulay. Da becoflie intimate with Mlac-
aulay.

Yfou like ta listen ta geod speeches, brother, and yau
tbink if you wcrc in Torontoyetu migbt bear saine fine
orating occasionally at the Bar, or in the Local Parlia-
ment. No doubt the claquence in these places is
wanderful; but if you cannot enjay it <ake down your
aid volume ai IlBritish Eloquence,» and rend Chat-
hami, Mansfield, Burke, Grattan, Fox, Pitt, Frskine,
Curran, Brouîu-ham and, if you are proof agaisi the
s3ircastic: spirnt, Junius. 'fou woa't be likcly ta hear
any better mern tban these in Canada. ReadinZ the
speeches ai sucit men gives a preacher good mental
exercisc, and if they are rend rapidly and kept weIl in
band the discipline is the very best for one who aims
at a fre xtemporaneaus dclivery.

You -,vould like ta-wvell-yes-ah-I undcrstand
you like <he drama. Of caurse you wauldn't go ta the
theatre, brother, if you lived in a large city. Thatisto
say, you might drap in occasionally ta se a play ai
Shakcespeare as students ai Divimity in Edinburgh are
said tado, but vou would noego regularly- Qi course
not. 'fou would simiply go once in a great while ta
study ther elecutcon ai a star actorjust as good people
go ta a combination circus ta £e the animais. It
might nat be any barrn if yau did. But seeing you
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have no opportunitics in that way, rend Shakespeart
Study Shakcspeure. Rcgular, persistent rcading c
the dialogues in Shakespeare is the best disciplin
on this earth ta break up) a iionotoniais deliv'cr>
I lar the conclusion ai the whole maucer: a ministe
duat lins a good library and gond literary taste nc(,
neyer lack gond socicty ; and though his library con
sists af the Bible and Shakespeare lt May bave th(
best possible compainions.

SCJIAIF'S IlTEACIIlN'G OF THEF
A11OSTLES."1

(Coiwd.)
Il. Liglit thrown on the early history of the

Cburcli.
l'li book <lacs not formally teach what wc now caîl

doctrine. The first part is a systecm not ci doctrine
but oi duty. Yet the leading (acts and truihs of tht
Christian religion arc assumcid, and incidentally re.
ferrc<l ta. 1It is to the account of Church organization
and warship that wc turni with deepest interest.

(i) Organization.-Therc is no refcrence ta any vii.
ble ctntre of unity and Church authcrity. There is
praycr that the Cliurch ai Cod be gathicied in front the
:2nds ai tise earth; and the feeling of Christian brother
hood finds full expression. BÙt the form of organiza.
tion, s0 Far as wc can infer front negative evidenc;
was congrcgational.

The ministry. in relation to a particular congrega.
tien, wvas partly occasionnl and partly stated or regu.
lar. The permanent officc-bearers %vere bishops and
deacons. But congregations aise enjoyed the occa.
sional ministry of apostles, prophets and- teachers.
Tise apostles wcre itinerant evangclists, whose ain
was flot ta ediiy settlcd churches but ta carry tht
Gospel ta unhelievers. The word is used in this broad
sense in the New Testament, where wc find it applied
ta such inissionaries as Barnabas, Silvanus and
Tiotheus. Thcre is not the slighitest hint af their
posscssir'g any prela.tic- autharity. An apostie was <o
be hospitably entcrtained for a day or two ; but if he
tvished ta prolong bis visit ta a third day he 'vas ta be
dismissedl as a false praphet.

The praphets found the most appopriate sphere
for their gift in the public assemblies of the Chutcb.
Thcy spoke under thc influence afithe Spirit and en.
larged the service af the Sacred Supper as the Spirit
gave theni utterance. Sometimnes a prophet ntigbt
excite curiosity, and deepen the interest in bis utter.
ances, by symbolical action. Ezekiel Nvat-ned jerusa.
lem of its approaching ovcrthrow by lying on bis side
besieging an iran pan, the emtlenî of the city wall
Sa a Christian praphet might set forth approaching
trials or deliverances by giva'sg a public perforni.
ance ( T.otwv, almost OavjÂuTroùwv) presenting a nie.
chanical symbol ai the Cliurcb and the things
which should befali it. The acting might lbe a
poar afair-the handling of rude earthly things to
repre5ent things spiritual and heavenly ; but it was
nat ta lit despised as miere jugglery. One proviso,
however, is interposed. Such symbolic action w&s
neotto lic imposcd on the Churcb as an ordinance tobe
abserved in the future. The tendency ta ritual develop
nient in wvorship may have been already rhowing
itself wvhen aur boock was written. As tbere werc false
prophets it was necess2ry ta try the men, thaugh with-
out presuming ta sit ini judgnient on spiritual utt.
ances. The tests iverc such as these : a true prophet
bas the ways ai the Lard ; bc is unseltish, unmercen-
ary and practises what lie preaches.

The teacher must have presented a less conspicu-
ous figure titan the prophet. Mis mode af instruction
would lie for the most part conversational, amid a
group ai pupils like that ai the Jewish Rabbi or the
Creelc philosopher. But we have no details.

The intercsting point in regard ta these two orders
is that, altbtough normally unattacbed and moving trom
place ta place, they had a tendency ta settle. 'And the
tendency is enicouraged. When they find au appro-
priate spherc for tIse exercise ai tlii gi, sustenance
is ta bc provided for them out af the first-fruits ofithe
Christian conînunihy. Their services promote te
edification ai the Church ; and the labourer is worthyof
bis birc. On the other banid, when tbere are no proph-
ets or teachers, thcir ministry is discharged by tlhe
permanent officers ai the cangregaticir.-the bishaps
or inspectors and the deacons or attendants. Per-
forming the saine s-ervices, <bey, are cntitled ta the


