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.OUl n ONTH IBUITORIS.
RJ;LIqI< '% i;*.E ON SECLLR

Vraiîeî in the snbjcct of clocation is aile of

ht snigge-:<.d Il thei lwin(tg of ibis communication
jiosseSse - e. tire.; northy of special considetation. A

rc:nirk ujiis it hîave beeti prQiipted by a para-
graffl ni the NI, .ntl Religious Record of the SNutdtn'
,il Ilprn.I, b) a notice in your issuie of Ott. l9tbi qf run
article in the Cajzl!i: Chrisiin Mai/,calied iorth
by the above, by the esqay of Prof. Wclts at the~ latu
meecting (If the BatUiz conventionî in 'fTgonto, p
thte Relation vf 1Rdîlgiîmî% Denoîîîinationq- ta -Se;cûl;ti

atu.tti,.nd 11% tènicî action tak2ni b% our oii
Cbntrcit alient ctdîît.tiolî, but wltIicli appears tu have
becît allowe( il) drop tut of siglit.

Thei pnint% raiseui b) the ilpect of the Eduncational
question %ve propon'e tu notice arc or Snch nioiemitous
importance tu the indliidual and miankind at large
that dnc% cdaii .nid ýecuru the xîiost earnest attention
of te dvinc, the -ta.tubin.an. the patriot, and philoso-
plier. *rhey c.în ncier ce.isc ta du be, because the
edmîcation of ilic race lit large is a progressive and
nevcr-endin-, wtnk. t iwould bc idie to suppose titat
as a niationi we have not %et tuicli te lcarn and xnnch
te cio iii connecLioîî vixth tis great andi vital subject.
The qItiet.on of niobt absorbing interest and the inost
difficutta se-eule ie, tihe nature andi extent of the con-
niection of religin, or of religions teaclîing withi iviat
is cononly calleti sclar educatio:i. Mie tcrn
secular Mdutatiton is confessciy vcry indefinite, but in
its commun anti mlost popular.acccptation it i3 undcr-
stootu 10inan the inmparting or acquirng an acquaint-
ancc with aI te varions branches of knowvlcdge set
bcfiîrc the iiiinti andi connecteti witb the mnanifold pur-
suits of lii,, ii te -eseepion of Ilînse whlmi arc
rcligious or theuiogit-.d strictly so called, andi thc
mental discipline obtaineti in the mnaking of these
.Icqireiiients. Tt many wcll bc dotibtcd wvhctbecr any
cdmîcatinn can bc -ien îmbich shal! bc purcly secular,
%vlio-lî :hall ignore abs)ltely:I ail religions principles
aînd leave ne iiînprcsions cen upon the mmid whicb
arc religioun i licir niature. If sncbi a thing %vcrc
îx~ilcl, iiio.,I certain is it ibiat it is nlot desirabie.
2ucli eduaîj n ld bc moise th in heathenish, iL
.vould be, atlîeistic. Ail guîod and truly icnnar
agreed tîtai religion shoniti not bc cliverceti from
eduîcation, that iii faet na education mothy of the
naine can bc given of whichi religins principles andi
iinp)rssitns du not forni the imosL important part. Tt
is, ini fact, jw t a,. inmpossible in clicct thil- divorce in
any sense that ivili bc conipicte as to eliminate the
religionis cemcnt froni the human brenst. AIl educa-
tion, tiierefore, tif necesNity, partakecs te a certain ex-
tent of a religions ciaracter, tuit is, impressions arc
înadc,principles- imîsbtld,intenrtiona-lly.or unintention.al-
ly.cisciouslv or nniconscioutslv, gr.adnaliy forinci atie
the bai. of condcînc, the standard et judiient, which
ha% e refèrence tu the es\istence of -Iod, our relations
ta Ilit. Lu) our fcllowvnien, our accountability, the
1>(sscs&si(.n' in Clîristian countries of thecScriptures and
their te.tcliit)g, andi whlîi arc thcrcfoar efar religius.
V~iCws (If thecir nature, tnuc views as I believe, have
frcqnecntly- of latc fonind, as, they arc aiways flnding
expression.

The diificuit qne.tions te settle in connection %vit
inls bubject are, ly whoan, wben, lîow, andi what
.uinount of religions inflnence ought te bc or inay *itc
inflîsel int-P or nîii.\ed up with secular etincation in the
act of iinparting it? This is a bouaîewliat différent sub-
..ct frein that of religions education in the usual sensc
of thte iword, that is the tcaching of religion in saine of
is. forins in the courscofiînparting secular knowledge
1, is ratîter the question of 1mw% te niake ail education
religions in Lhis sense tîtat it will tend te the regulation
ofthe u hole conducs by rcfcrcncc ta religious princi-

I) ,as laid tion in the grcat statute bock for ail
ni- -1, the Bible. I

WVitl reference te the quesLion by wlion this niay
andl ought te bc dlonc, it cannot bc questionedl that
thie îîrinary anti most wcighty responsibility tests upon
parnts. But that indirect, and yct nost influential
andi adl-important inculcation cf religious principles of
which we are speaking turing the course of iniparting.
sccuL.îr knowIcdgc is net andi cannot bc conflncd te
the parents. Our youth in this country as yct *ith
the rarest exceptions sccurc their education, ehoir

characters anti habits in rucjIgousui.atters arc fornuet

of their teschers. The question then by w hein is a
wilolesone influence of au religions icint to bc iîifued
int secular education se as ta promut. the growth
andi increas the strength of rcligious principie anîd
cliaracter nnuong ur ehildren ant yonth up te yeung
mnainhood and wvonuhood answers itstîf. It:miîust bt
donce largely uncd, of neccssity, b>' the teneiters of the
laîtti fretît thause ini the humnble log schoilîuuse ini the
backwuods te dt pîrofessors in cur *ell..appointedl,
aspiring colleges, wlîere otîr cager youtlî tneet ini their
statel>' halls andi ncasurc -trîuiiii gentrus contcst.
lu answcr then te the questiuln, ffia' ana>' religions
iulLieciiC be hroLight te beir upioî seculnr cdncation,
s0 as te prodtsce-ihc highcst and ve> best tesulu3.
seelîîg.thatitsathi=sà-Owti i nîst' be
done, %vu tnser, by ever>' p;îrrmît andi tdtict'-bcare-r in
cvcr>' seltool andt cullege îîobsessing religii>mîs cum' ic-
lions and characte, bringing uhese tu licar mîpon aue
sclection of teacliers for thesc scliool5 anti colleges.
Uîtforttanitely vast multitudes of fiuese whlo arc cii-
triî tccl iith power in our educational institutions have
the mnost tînwortiy ideas of dte solcînnity of tîteir trust,
andi have aever really risen te an%' acîcquatc or serions%
estinte of the oveà'wVlaellîîilîg iportanice andi far-
rcaclhing conscquences of dte interests coîmmnittedti u
tîteir care. 1low few of those ini charge of 5cliuols andt
colleges ever drcai or wotîlt bc îviliing tu admnit tl.t
te reahiy inîportaint thîngs ogir 3-oîîth lcaril .1 our

scîneolb, the tuiîîgb whicli abitie with diemît fore% er, imîc
affect tîteir tivstiny forever are net te rcading, writing,
aritietic, granimiar, tir hister>', the Greel, L.atin, or
Gennan, the phtilosophties they acquire a kiiowledge
of;- but the habits they are formîing, the priliciples in-
stilîcti b>', antd wbicb the>' sec einbodictianti illtistratcd
in, Lime living exaniples before thenti, the imipressions
tliey are ltcnrly rcciving froini titeir teachers by the
vcry.atmnou.çpherewlticla tley inake arond theni. li u
ofien arc boardis eft rîîstecs anti smich lice bodies satis-
lied if candidates for tliir suffrages possess itterel>'
the guinea stamip of soine exainining body, if titere is
mie open iinorality or if the sur% ice'. ofmTelarc checap
enongli !Ilote ofteîî is thte ineý-tig.ttiuîn iîuto tlieseq
Oi miade rigiti, andc that intri tue ri:iLms, nt de-
itoiniin.atit)nal, convictiuns auit inur. character of the
.ipplicant alloweti te ;îass clutet witlt a dange.n
Lincertaint>'.

Hucre tin is one iva>' in %which religioun influenîces
ina>' bc brouglit te becar tipin 'eccular ecincation, lîy
ever>' man andi u'onan cf religions convictionis andt
character, t.ipeciahly-by aIl entnisteti ut power andi
aiitltorty ini appointiîîeîits tu educational iobiiuns,
sccing te it, that in addition to the legal anti tc-linical
cqualifications, ail whe ask tlîeir suffrages, shll, se far
as they can niake sure of it, hiave a citaracter of sucli
a stamip in its broati outlines, at least, as the>' would,
wl1 te sec ini those wlto arc as dear te theni as thîcir
ewn life. It is impossible te over-estiinate thac goond
cîTect of sucit condnct on ail concerned. flow niany
fears andi anxieties would bc lifieti frointhLe iiis of
parents, liowv many teachers of <langerons priîîciples
and cf unn'urthy character wvonld bc weetiec eut of a
noble professionwnitb thc bcst results Lu thte profession
itself, wlat a1 happy cifect wotîld bc protincei impon
onrrising yoith, anti what a noble race of mcin anti
ivoinn would bc raiscd up te bless cur land 9 As a
minister, feeling the dcpest interest ini andt caring for
the young, thc most bopeful part by fir cf the niteriai
we worlzilpon, withont seeing the teachers autid parents,
n'ithont knowving theni, it is easy te tell by the continct
cf the young te principles of those Linder whese care
thcy arc fer se large a part, anti at so ianprcssiblc a
perioti, cf their life.

As titis is the season lit which se niany ncw arrange-
inents are matie for the ycar, perhaps tîtese considera-
tiens nia' be practical>' helpful ta somne nho ina>'
take the trouble te rcad theni. Initiisliope, antifroni
a deep sensu cf the imîportance cf ail teachers lîaving,
anti of trustees imuisting upon, those cf aIl grades
furnishing the aneit satisfactory evidence ofcharactcrs
gooti and ti-ue, becaate cf the immense influence -they-
hour>' wield for gooti or for evii on the yenng and in-
dctermining thc chai-acter cf fuumre gencrations, thcy
ame here subnîittedl Other poins 1. stili reniain te bc
noticed, but these for the present will suflice.

iVov. ?nd., IS'7. Bl.
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REIMNSCF. VUE OP" JWcNI ILLE.

WiIe in CalthnebdýScold;'dit he -yer 184& 'tl 4writtr foti a lare fossil eîîîbeddedina flagitene
the olti reti santistoce cf the counltry', anti net long
after sent Mr. Miller a leLtea' te Etiinbnrgu givinî
sonte description of it, and abking lais offinin regardi!
ing it, conclulimg with tiiesc words - 1'bTere is 011*
point oit a ver>' dul>'crent stîbject respectdng wlmich haà
i five *iiites figlit ini front, 1 )voubi have a rcsni4
battle îui.th yen>,tlint distance ah prusent t>cngtoc gros
te geL a1 good blov lit yeun

To the cintinication sa far as the stone>' egi.
ism wvas concerocti, hir. Miller sent'an inmediatn a
swcr in the following wclrds :-" It lo, 1 arn afratl
starCýe-possible-.tg-dctcrmiac a fossit'from at msr&
vcrb.ul-ecriitiii tiiless it reseible souate famniliar
object su closel>' tliat te illtustratiomn lias ail thte etl'ect
of a tlrawing ; i ami liowcver indlitieti te tlaink that te
large fossil te ivhiclt >et refer îm'ili Lunti ont te bW te
fronîtal bmîckler extemiming frou te iptle near te
snut of a gigantic .>rifs~

Momiths tliereafier, it one cf luis periotlicai geologi-
cal touir, totheaîortlî, Mr. NIiller calicta sec thîe fus-
su ait thîe writer'b boite at Keis, anti at once proatounceti
it t) bc te frontal btîckler of a gigantic Asterolepis
according te the conîjectuîre ini lus letter, with this tif-
ference, that iL n'as lthe front part of the buckier, in-
clmîsivc <tae snut. Exlîressing biinselfbiiglilygrati-
ied %vitt lthe sigliî, hie iddet, tîtat until jmmst i present
tîtat eue lias bcît recciveti in thue Blritish Mnseui,
tucre liait been itone lutherte seeîî ont cf Russia, se
large anti couiîîplec as tItis. At bis suiggestion iL n'as
preseattetlalong n'itlt otîter fossils te te Free Clîtrcli
College Museumt, Etiahnrgli, wlacre tiac> wcre wel-
coîtîct as a ver>' interesting anti îalibic acqtuisition,
w'licli thîe letter cf tckiiowviedgincnt froni Principal
Ctîuninghaat anîpl> atcsts.

Accomtîjatying Mr. Miller on luis n'a>' te luis de.stiut-
:tun foi thte niglit ini Wick5 , thte writer alltated lu te
poinît referreti te in te endi cf luis letter. "lLui us
lte.îr ii," saiti Miller ; "l ifferences of opinion arc î'cr>
c,îiiinton." "llu >'otr public writings " it n'as ansu er-
cc], Il>om speakl ratlier sliglitîîgly or net favourabl' (if
te attainmncîîts of the Reforuaiers in sünte aspetus,

particular>' at wîaat is calt the secoînd Reforniation in
thte Unaitedi Kiîtigtla." At this,in an inîstant vitîeut an>'
îvarniuig, nuîn'itlîstantiing thte puille cf geolugicai stouts~
anti inîpleiients on Tls backz, utp %vcnt Itis arns, îî'bicli
witli clenclîcti fîsts, lie swting aroumnd, and plieci on thie
i acint air ne doubt ini rguilar pugilistie fisiiomi; ail] tihe
miuscles of luis pen'erful fraie being calleci into actionî
anti lis cycs agio' 'vitît umnmistakable indicatins of
a rare pbower cf îîîind amnd spirit withinî, ithile firmaîly
anti energetical>' lie ticclaret, I aîîî a fricuît t te
attainîments cf the Reforniers, yet thîink ticy %verc
prentature in entcring imite covenant at the time. The
nation was net reatiy for it.-»- lie ivas niet calinly
antt flot at ail in the pingilistic attitude, in itortis te this
cifect : IlThere n'as inuch ini thejewisli nition,-i'Jjom»
Ged liadtticsigncd te be an exampie te other nations
in iuties of a moral kînd, and aniong iî'lom le tirst in-
stituted te unoral-nnturîl oidinance of coi'enanting,-
that n'as unsumitabhc anti e'err 'hostile te time perfornm-
ance ofsc scicmn a duty as entering intocovenaint.at the
tunies it m-as gene about, yct the Reforming Kings n'itli
the advice or concurrence of preînincnt public servanits
of Goti, calîcti the peuple te the discmarge of the dtin>,
rnul î itas donc. b like îîannerin the UnitehKingtioin,

in the perfornmance cf national anti social tinties cf huis
mnta Ian', anti wlen visiteti by the light of lais ivert,
anti whucn the reprcsentatives oftlie nation, anti large
numbers cf the peeple n'ere turneti te lthe Lord, as tlien
teck, place, n'as bounti ta perforun the ncr-ai-natural
dtin> cf engaging in the div'ine strengtl, or covenant-
iaîg te se serve Hint, as atich as cver the Jeivislt na-
tien îvs-ltau l îmre iait been ant te tine of
cntcring inta, covenant minci cxisting that n'as unsuit-
able andi hostile, the reforming ciil ruilcrs, thme cstaîcs
of parlianient, anti a t'ast number cf aUl ranks zutd
classe~ of thc nation and Chnrcli, entereti into tlue
ver>' sclemn and'important engagement. Remeauber
toc that the covenants werc entereti inte nut mierel>'
as a protection te refernnation aIrcai> attaineti, but
aise as a nicans cf further refea-matien anti rcviving.
Se the resutît was, more and nmore reforunation for a
tinie, in the stili more evidectt measure -if the divine
presemce realized. as ever cf olti, on like occasions.
The coveguîts were not a ilum, though the great
work cf Goci, on which the>' had soi much influence;


