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search?” and “Is the new view of the Old Testa-

mert supported by a union of great speculists and a
consensus of the competeny?® Professor Delitzsch,
“with not a little emphasis,” we are told, answers in
the negative ; and “his suffrage” it is added “is in
ihe case perhaps the most weighty that can at pres-
ent be cited from any part of the learned world.”

Mr. Cook was so impressed with the interest and
importance to be attached to the views of the Laipsic
Prolessor on this burning question of the day, that
he requested permission to publish in America an
authoritative summary of the various positions taken.
This was cordially assented to, and 1t was agreed
that Mr. Cook’s manuscriot shouid be carefully re-
vised by the Pr .-ssor hunself. However, shoitly
sfterthisarrang - nthad been entesed into, Delitzsch
took the Pentateuch as the theme for a conversational
lecture at one of the penindical meetings he holds
with a company of his English-speaking students.
On that occasion he read a series of propostions,
wnitten by himself in Lnghsh, which were expanded
in his fecture with frequent and pointed references to
current discussions. These propositios were syose-
quently gone over "y the Professor ant Mr, Cuok 1n
company, so as to bave the Lnglish phraseology re-
touched and made as accurate as possible, and
thereafter they were handed 10 the latter gentleman
with the distinct understanding that they should be
published as coming directly from Dr, Delitzsch, and
as embodying lis deliberate and most matured views
on the subject, These propositions are as follows ;

' 1. The historical criticism of the Ol Testament Serip-
tutes, as pracuised Ly Kuenen and others, statts from the
dogmatic pre.supposition of the ant-supurnaturalistic view
of the wotld. ‘This criticism denies .iacle, demes pro-
pheey, denies revelation.  Ewploying these wards, it joins
with them phitosophical, not Liblical conceptions.  The re-
sults of this criticism ate, in the mamn pwints, foregone cun.
clusions, and its pre-suppositions are ready for use in advance
of any investigation,

1*2, On the contrary, our historical criticism starts from
an idea of Gud, from which the pussilility of miracle {ollows
Conlessing the resurtection of Chinst, 1t confesses the reality
of & centra) miracle, to vhich the other muractes of ralempe
tive history refer, as to the sun its satelites.  In view of the
indisputable harmony of the Old Testament p ediction and
the New Testament fultlment, it confesses the reality of
prophecy.  In comsequence of the self-knowledge and the
tecognition ¢ God which Chustiamty affords, 1t confesses
the reality of revelation.

4 3, We reject @ priors all recults of criticism which abol-
ish the Old festament premnses of Chistanity as the re-
ligion of redetaption.

*¢“The second and third chapters of Genesis are of greatet
weloht that the entire Pentateuch becide

*In this history of man's temptation and fall, and of
God’s preparaticas fcr the reformativn of men through
judgments and struggples, it may be that facts and the dress of
the facts—that is, the forms of representation in which they
are clothed—are ta be disxinguisﬁcd from each other; but
with the substant 1 reality of thus histcsy the religion of re-
demption stands or falls.

**The histarical unity of the origin of mankind 1s one of
the indispensable pre-suppositions of Chiistiamty, which,
without it, could be the religion of the most perfect morals,
but not the religion of the redemption of markind.

**4. Those portiens of the cuntents of the Pemateuch
which belong to the substance of Christian faith are indepen-
dent of the results of critical analysis.

“ For, that the p:ople of Istacl, after their miraculous de-
liverance from Egypuan slavery, seceived the Law by God’s
miraculous revelation 1n the Mount of Sinay, and that Mouses
was the mediator, both of Isrzel's deliverance and of the
divine legisiation, is confi med by the unanimous testimony
of all the writers who particspated in the codification of the
Pentateuch, by the song of Deborah (Juages v, 4 seg.), and
by the prophets ot the cighth century, as Amos ii. 10; Hosea
xii. 13 ; Micah vi. 4. and vii. 15. The religrous tone and sub-
stance of such authentic Psalms -f David as Psalms viii.,
xiv., xvi., are quite inexplicable w.. ut the prionty of the
revealed law which David praises 1n Iaalm xix.

'*5. The oldest constituent part of the Law is the Deca-
logue ana the Boak of the Covenunt {Exodus xx.~xxiii.), the
oyerture of which i< the Decalogue.

*In Deuteronomy Mosss tepeats the Decalogpue freely,
and melts it in the curtent of his testamentary admonitions.

1o the Pentateuch there is no part dlasming, acording to
its own testimony, to bewritten by Moses himself, which may
nol be shewn to go back substantially to Moses' owons hand.

' The proper style of Moses is the oripinal base of that
form of style which is called jehovistic and Deuteionomic.

6. It is true that many, or, at least four hands partici-
Ka!cd in the codification of the pentateuchal history and legis-

tion 3 but what the modern cratics say regarding the ages of
these writers is guite uncentain.  In gencral, the results
reached by these critics ate by nu means as anyuestiunatle
as they pretend to be. 1t would be uafortunate +f the faith
of the Chutch—that is, our hi.tonical certamty of the funda-
mental facts of redemptive history—were dependent on tucse
critical results.  Many of the furmer results of the crucal
f<heol are now out of fashion, Its present results often con-
tradict each other. In reality, we know little, and imagine
that we know much,

7. It is unjusiifiable to obtrude these modem critical
results upon the Chutch, or to draw thure who are o theo-
logians into the labyrinth of pentateuchal analysis. Without
knowledge of the original Hebrew, an indeépendent judg-

ment alout these questions s guite imposaille.  Tnlend,
Wellhagsen's fuvality 1e ae great as his sagacty,  Young
schiolare, but p ot matute nee, ate faccinatel by bam.  Trere
are clements of truth In the new phase of Ol Tetament
criticism, but the preceluare of siftirg has searcely bejun,

SR, It s teae that the Mosaic lepistation had its Liistey,
axnl that the veliti auon of 1ts patts was execure] e
sively , bLut the reconstruction of this hadory is very dhitalt,
and perliaps impsnsibile,

*It is en vigh that the Law has the very character which
the Upts le tntlie Hebire es dewenber,  Qur {0 wats bt
and t{e ras balinced the secount-look with His Ll

“Moceanl his Elohis s and Jehovists are like shadawe
which Qi-appear belore the Wont wha is made fiesh ™

We are also .nformed that a senes of recently pub-
lished arnticles by the same learned Professor on Uld
Testament Criwcism are to be speedily republisned
in an Eoglish translation made under the supervision
of Professor Mead, of Andover;, while the hope 1s
expreseed that at least the leading portions of his
most recent lectures on the same subject will at no
distant day be also issued in an English dress.

We have mentioned in another part of this 1ssue
that it is understood I'rofessor Watt, of Belfast (who,
as many of out readers will remember, visued this
couniry a few years ago,, is at present engaged in
writing an answer to I'rofessor Robertson Smudh's
recent work on the Old Testament., O:hers, cqually
competent, will no doubt fullow a simdat caoutse, so
that the following words with which M. Cook con-
cludes the letter from which we have alicady guoted,
may well be taken as soberly indicating from the
results flowing from past discussions of a sumuat
character in connection with the New Testament
what is likely to follow from the present ones on the
old:

*Aatesupernaturalisuc criticism has done its best to elimi-
nate the mutaculuus from the New 'evtament and has
failed. It is now cnldeavouring to eliminate the mira-
culous fiom the Old Tetament, and is likely to fail on
the latter ground as ignomintously as it dil on the form- .
Within the memory of men yet comparatively young th.
mythical theoty of Straus. has had 1.8 rise, 11e pertod <of 10
snlence, its decline, us fall, and ats hasial.  \Walun the ¢« are
lier halt of lives alieady begun the OLET stament entict m. as
represented ta-day by huenenand Wellhausen, 15 hikely to run
thiough an eqaally sigochicant carcutts Aiteough he cunvuny
uverrates theae cridis, R bertsun Smuh differs from thiem an
furdamental pants, and he has, at least, caution enough not
to allow lnmiself to be ranked among antisupernatusaliste,
Lven Ruenen, while denyngy the actuality, 1s careful nut to
deny the possbility of miracdes.  The engin ul the New lea-
tament literature is inexplicable withow assuming the histon.
cal reality of the supernatural,  So i3 that of the Ol Testa-
ment hterature. It must be admatted, however, that in the
progress of discussions necessitated by acate and oace atro-
gant hut now vutgrown sceptical hypotheses as to the New
Testaracnt, most valuable results have Leen reached in con-
hemation of Christian faith, and our knowledye of facts as
1o the ongin of Chnsuanity very considetably freshiened and
conlarged. It 1> to bte hoped that a sumilar imjonant,
although indirect benetit may accre- 10 £ holarship from the
rationalistic attack upon the Old T ament Seriptures.”

PRESIDENT GARFIELD.

AS everybodv knows long before these lines can

possibly be read, President Garfield has passed
away, to the great sorrow of the whole civilized world,
but not much to the surprise of anyone who has
watched t™e course which his case has all along taken
from da; to day. Ever since the President was
stricken down on the 2nd of last July, the chances of
recovery have been comparatively few. The physi-
cians, it will be remembered, :t the very first, an-
swered the patient’s inquiry in reference to the likeli-
houds of recovery by saying that therc were ten to
one against him, and thovgh he has in the nublest and
most courageous manner taken the one, it is not at all
wonder{ul that the ten have had it. Strange and sad
as such an occurrénce is, it has beer ~nything but
without its compensations and blessings. Some, in-
deed, are inclined to believe that James Garfield has
done more good by his death than ever he could have
accomplished had h~ lived to a good old age. Never,
perhaps, was there >+ :ll the past such a death-bed;
never one watched by a greater multitude of sympa.
thising friends ; never one so much for the time being
the centre of interest to the whale civilized world, with-
out distinction of class or chme ; never one, perhaps,
which will be spoken of with more genuine sorrow
or bedewed with more heartfelt tears. The madest,
manly, uncomplaiuing sufferer, so courageous, so
cheerful, so unaffected, so trustful in Ga so consid-
crate of all around him, 30 genuinely affectionate and
true in all his family relationships, so pityiogly forgiv-
ing, even to the miserable man who had stricken him
down in alt the glory of his matured’ manheod, and
with all the promise of a'long, hunoured, successiul,

and most useflul hfe before him, has, during these last
s1d werke, trken poscession of all that is best, and
highest, and purest, ar.d holiest in man’s ~ature ; has
lifted vp cven the mean ard base to a hig...r plane of
thought and feeling, has almost hegailed the most
seltish aut nf hie seltishness, and has co far succeeded
in making the most cynical and suspicious think well
of humanity for his sake. Tte world, in all its grades,
has been made all the betrer (or having stood at that
bedside, while it watrhed and marks1 how a hrave man
could suf-er and a good man could die. Andthe other
memhers of that fami'ly who have come more ot less
distincly out nto the sunlight, have not in their
several plaves been less interesting, and have not
failed, by their whole bearing so far, to deepen the in-
terest and elevate and bless the onlookers. From the
poor, dear, old tremulous housemother, with her highe
hearted Puritan courage, ber anguished outzry, and
yet her settled, child-Lks submission, not to a blind
fate, but to a loving and faithty' Jehovah and Father,
as well as fram the loyal, true hearted helpmeet, who
has so naturally and <0 nobly shewn what a Christian
wife can be and can do, down to the very youngest in
this famly group, whirh has been living all these
weeks almost as if “in the fierce light which beats
upon a throne” and has heen throughout as natural,
as noble, and as uncenscious as if all the while
in the far-off Ohio home, each and all have been

| obierts of a world-wide interest, and each has helped

to decpen and complete the lesson which was 1ead
anrd the example which was given. Some foolishly
and presumptuously have asked what is the use of
prayer, and what its efiiciency if the heartfelt en-
treaties of more than fifty millions of men and women
£0 up to heaven in vain? Who told them that they
were in vain? What right have they to aftirm that
these prayers were unanswered?  In one sense they
were, - for the object of all this prayerful solicitude
is in the prave. In unother and far higher sense it is
evident that the answer has been as graciousas it has
been abundant.  The very agony and earnestness of
those pravers as well as thewr mighty volume, come
10 the thuughtful and intelligent as proofs unquestion-
able of blessings vouchsaled, and of mighty and effec-
tive answers already bestowed  The sweetening of
the whole tone of national, we had almost said of in-
dividual life, the removal of bitter asperities, the
extinction for the time being of party feuds, the one
great cry of sorrow and sympathy as if in each house
a first-born hal died, the unfeigned recognition by
unnumbered multitudes of the need of prayer and of
its efficacy as well- all these and many things mare
tell of the world having received blessings neither few
por small from standing beside James Garfield's dying
bed, and from weeping in sympathetic brotherly affec-
tion around his closing grave. All this, however,
excuses not by one iota the * deep damnation of his
taking off” The condemnation and the acquiescence
are at the same time quite compatible with each
other, though even the ablest sentence maker might
not lind it possible to put that compatibility fully into
words. In the presence of such a national bereave-
ment and a sorrow so correspondingly great, men by
the million are repeating Garfield’s own words at the
time of Lincoln’s death, and are trying as best they
may te unravel their meaning and learn their lesson :
“ Cloudsand darkness are round about Him ! His pa.
vilion is dark water and thick clouds! Justice and
judgment are the habitation of His throne! Mercy
and truth shall go betore His face ! Fellow citizens |
God reigns and the Government at Washingtun still
lives.”

It is something, it is much, when a nation even for
an instant is led to feel and confess that * God,” not
“gcld,” reigns. Such, we believe, has been the ex-
perience if it is not so still to as large an extent as
ever it was in this generation at any rate, of more
than one whole nation in tears. It could not, indeed,
be afirmed of James Garfield as of William the Silent,
that he bore with a smiling face the burdens of a na.
tion which himself had created, but of the one as ot
the other we think it might perhaps be said that
“when he died the child.en wept for him in the
streets,” though to be sure it is held by nct a few,
with, as they think, 2 good deal of reason, that Amen.
can boys of the present day are far too prececious ana
far too mannish to weep for any thing or for any one,

REV. JOouN BAIKIE, of Guthrie Church, Harriston,
reached home on the 8th inst., after a three months’
tour through England, Scotland and Ireland.



