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filia% been îny hiope timat whcn 1 should next write
to Titi C %NI PRs.tÎ R~~ ny lette., waLtlt bc
traii Cltathaîîî, a Iloîîrislilni- to'wn in New Bruns.
wick, whocrc the Siynod <Ib thc ?Nlaritisne Province'i wilI
mcct ta.nîorrow, and thit 1 sboutd have sonme ar-
count ta give af the proccedings ai tllat venerable
body. Blut circumistanccs ibàolutel), preclude nie
train joining the ratdiers and laretliren in tlieir bliy
meceting timis year ; and 1 shall thus bc unable ta say
anythung rit present toucbing the woîk af Synod.
And, by the way, 1 suppose il wili bc a question witb
sante how far the notice which the press sornetimies
takes of what is said and donc in Church, courts Is
eitiier desirable or usclul. 1 obs2-rvc thati n bis
niantbly notet, the editor ai the goCathoiic Prcsby-
tcrian I comiplains af the want ai administrative power
nnd attention ta detail in certain courts or the Churcli
aîîd miakcs the vcry significant rcntark that Il lrcsby.
teries in large towvns, having a rcportores table as part
<oi their furriture, arc baile ta becomle great nulsan.
ce.' lc continues, " wc knowv of soi-e I'resbytcries
whiere instend ai doing wliat Plreshyteries arc intendcd
ta do-looking -.%ier the welf.arc ai congregations and
building up in~ detail tbc kungdom of God-they bc.
corne public meetings and dcbating socicties, where
ambitious mci make speeches ta air thecir crotchets,
nirrov înen find fault with thecir morc activc brcthircn,
meni tbhfl have failed in tlieir congregitions try ta
make themiselves conspicuous by public appearances,
and a spirit is gcncrated and cxprcssed that tendu ta
vulgarize l>resbyterianisrn, and lower Christianity it.
sel(." But 1 miubt flot prucced fuither witli the cita-
tion. And indorcd, 1 fcar duit the bni tîuowaion I
have made niay expose me tu the charge of secking
ta use the highly rcspectablc editor of the Il Çatlolic
Prebbytcrian I au a stalking horse iraîn bchind whlîih
1 înighit take aini at some ai afur Canadiin bretlircn.
But far bc it f'ram me ta think ai putting su digniîied
a persan as D)r. Blaikie ta sa ignoble a use; and
equaliy (ar bc it iromni e ta chcri.%h a wibh ta Cire a
Parthian shot at mcei so diligent and beli-dcnving as3
arc mobt ai the innbtcrs ai aur Church. The rcnîark
was litcralhy anc by *.hc way.

1 was about ta say, whiem the thougbt af Presby-
tcries hiaving a rcportcrls table tcmiptcd nic train the
straight paili, thit there arc icw cvils for tvbicli there
arc no compensations ; and 1 was gaing ta mention
as antr illustration that in consequence af being obligcd
ta forego the pleasure of meeting witb my brctbren in
Synod, 1 have enjoyed thc opportunity ýta-day af %%it.
ncssing an interesting and somcwbat inposing cere-
niony.

TUES CORNER-b'TONP
ai a ncw and splendid building for the use ai the
Pactou Acadcmny was laid titis afternoan In presence
ai an immense concourse, the Rcv. Dr. Alsan, Chie!
Superintendent ai Educ.îtion fur this Province, and
Mr. Simon Holmes, P'remnier uftihe Lo.al Gaverri-
nient, bath dclivering orations. The procecdingb
though the Acadcmy is now, and has long been, situ-
ply aseminary aisecular lcarning began with prayer
offéed by ane ofithe niinisters ai the town, a circum
stance which by the law ai association brought ta
imy rccollcctian the fact that at the apening of the
Anderson Schoal ai Natural Histary, Agassiz pro-
pased Ila moment ai silence go for asking the Divine
blessing ; a suggestion which ivas a> once actcrd upon,
ail the students standing fur a short tinte in silence
with bowed and"uncovered heads. The crectian of
the building is an event in itscli of no mare than local
intcrest. But the Pictou Aradcmy bas had a very
remarkable, and 1 think that 1 may justly say,

AN ALiIvSI LNIQtLE ililuRv,

cannectîng itself most intîmately with the grawth ai
Presbytersinism in Nova bcotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island. The story bas been fully and
graphically told by the Rcv. Dr. I'atterson ta whom
aur Cburch îs indebted for niuch valuable service in
disintcrring and preserving records and traditions
wbîch but for bîm ntust have perished. The tale bge-
longs ta the hcraic age ai aur Church's history ini the
Enstcrn Provinces, and îs well worth tlîc tclling ; but
cari bc givcn licre only in braefcst autlînc.

AS 5PA»?V Ad: TRn

ininistry tvas suggcstcdl b>' Dr. 'McCulloch, a mari ai
unulual talents aîîd immense energy ; but tha %ttcn'Pt
iicd ai tlîat tiîîîe. A goad de.îl %vas donc, hîawevcr,
by diffécrent mnitsters in the way ai cducating touiig
men wiiî a viciv ta thetîilir.istry, and witli su îiîucli
suý:cess that the lîroject ai a Calloe was agaîr re-
vivrd, and in t$s16 an act afitncanpiation wats ab
tained fur thîe ictou Acadein>' wlîîcli nawv beg.in lis
nc'ik in a ver>' buinb!c tua>, as the !ollowing incident
wîill helîw 'rTue desks-plain pise boards-- wcrc su
tattcring and insecure that a vcry tmnsophistlcated
litgil.îîîil student, wh i vs taking notes witli praise.
worthy diligence, round the task ahnîost impossible
under the mavements a! lus tchlow-studcnts, and fit
ca,îîpcllcd ta lntcrrupt the lccturer bycexclaiming witb
Celic rie and Gaclic accent, IlPlease, sir, îhcy are
sliaking tîte d.uk uipon ic."- But natwithstanding the
ver>' tinfavourable sîîrraundlngs rit tue autset, a re-
ntarkably succesilul work was donc; ,ind it doe3 flot
seemtu taa niuclî ta sa>' that but l'or the lctou Academny
a grocat part ai thie country would have been a spirit-
ual wastc iroin absolute inabilit>' ta sccurc an aile.
quate supply ai ministers. It ài praper ta add that
frontî thîc saine institution wcnt tarth consîdcrablc
nunibers ttbo wcrc aitcrwards lîiglîly distinguislîcd at
tue bar, in public lire, and at heast in anc ver>' con.
spicuous case, in the realim ai scince. But part>'
strate %vas cxtrcmlely violent in thase diys. joseph
H-oîve was tuant ta say Iltue narrawer the pît, thie
tiercer thc rats figlit," amui tierce in the extreme was
the strîle in the snîall P>rovince ai Nova Scatia. Far
rmisonîs that it would take too long ta explain or even
indicate, the Pictou Araderny becamie most unhanppily
tbc bâttle groumid ai iadl>' contendîng parties in
Churcli and btate.. Truî ultîmiate rcsmîlt tas thnt tic
Arts Depitmcnt tuas transierrcd tu Halifax, and the
inNtitution ccascd ta bc the Tlîcological Scnanary ai
the l'rcsbytcrian Churcli, becomîng indccd, sonîcthing
similar ta an Ontario Iligb Scbool. But the Citurcli
did not long patuse in hier career. Slîe feit that ta lier
lîad been commiitted the tveighty antd salcmnn task ai
pcrpctuating and educating a Gospel suinisîry. Ac-
cording>', a Tlîeological Sentinar>' tas by and b>' or-
ganizcd at West River, a quiet rural neigbbomruood
ai singu!arly great natural beaul>', tuliere anc thinks
ai the students lcading a sort ai idyllie liie-which
inust have bad its prasic side, iotvever-a,îd wlierc
the conditions ai studynitist bave been sianilar ta thiose
in the remairka-blc Divinity Hall days at Selkirk under
"the ClîristiainSocrattes." Atter a iew ycars thc Sein-
inary tuas rciîtavcd ta Truro (wbcrc, 1 undcrstand, it
flouriblicd grcaitly>,.tnd aftcrtuards ta IaI iax whcre I
liad tic lîleasure, a iew wceks ngo, af itinessing the
closing exercises ai the Session wbicb wcre held in
beautiiul Fart MNasse>' Church. A stnîking illustra-
tion of the extent ta which the différent portionîs ai
aur Cburcb

ARF GF1ITNG I'RESSFI) AND tvELDED TOGETIIER,

is iurnibed *-n the tact that ai the close of the Cal-
lege Dr. Blurns presided, and ai the three addresses
given on the occasion, twa werc dcîivered by Dr.
Wa'.ters and M.K. 4Naclcnnan,fornnerly ai lcterboro'
wble prayer was offered by anather minîster, fram
Ontario, who is naw labouring in a "sea-board p.irisb.'
Tme attendance tuas very large and the praccedings
intcresting. The appearance ai the yaung mcen pre-
paning for the sacred office tuas ver>' encouriging,
thaugh the number was smallcr than could have been
wishced. They tucre only fifteen in ail. Dr. WVaters
tuha spoke very impressively on the responsibilities ai
tht Christian ministry, paid ver>' high but tuef! mer-
ited compliments ta tbe Professors 1 tuas thankful
ta observe that in aur Cohlege by the sert, lis in those
which arc siîuated in the interior ai tbe country, an
aczuratc acquaintance with soupid philosophy and
genuinc science is cncouraged and excmplifled, while
ai the saine time there is na attemrpt ta, tetter youth-
fui minds or ta force them into antiquated moulds.
Hume bas spoken ver>' sarcastically ai tht angels who
veil their faces -with their wings, as tht type aof a blind
religion. In view ai wta 1 used ta see donc in Knox
College, in view af what I notu know ta have been
done in Halifax, and in view ai what I believe is be-
ing dont in all aur Thealogical Halls, it is perrnitted
ta us, in answer ta tht sceptic's sneer, ta repl>' %ith,
Principal Cairns, that thc cyes are neither closed nar
usele!s, and that it is nax blindness but sigbi that con-
strains adoration.
te> ()UR YOUING MEN,

the idea ai an institution for tht training of a native whlile the are carefuhly instructcd In the truths most

surely behieved ainong us, arc nat hampercd air lmn.
petled in the carnest nnd iearless pursuit of trutb. A
note.wortby tenture ai the closing exercises was the
dcht'cr, by 'Mr. McLean Sinclair, ai an able addrcss,
in wlîicb lie sketclîed vcry careiully, the listory ai
thecological educntlon tram the apostles downwards.
1 tbînk lic destred ta teacli by Ilpicatian the campe-
tcncy ai th'eological systemi as wel as tua bighi valua
winch the Churcli bas always set an a thorauglily
traàned mimîà%try.

Western iriends will bc gladi ta learn that gaad pro.
gress has been made in raising

A COLLr6C.9 ENDOWV1IRNT FtND,
the ainautactualiy rcahizcd (or that abject being con.
siderably avcrS5o,oma Tlicirrearage aisubscrlptions,
howevcr, is vcry bcavy, and the shrlnkage will, h is
ieared, bc ver great.

In connection with most af the tunds there has been
a large ineia'ure ai liberality durlng the inancial year
s879.8o.. The Chiurcli dare not say, in respect ta the
incans at làî-r disposai, tduat sbe is Ilon Fortune's cap
the very button," but the Rev. Dr. MNcGregar, the
agent ai the Churcli, lias becit able ta give a most en.
cauraging statcîîîcnt respecting the state anel pros-
pects of the ceclesJiic«il exciicquer. Ei>rtly In con-
sequence ai tbis, but mucit mare in consequence ai
gogreat doors and effectuaiIl being apencd in Trinidad,
t' e Iloard.oi Foreign Missions, ai a ieeting held an
the t2tb inst., icit strongly inclined ta appoint a
iourth inissianary ta tlîat island, but flnaily dccided,
in vicw ai ail the circumstances, ta ask the advicc ai
Synod, and directecl tbc Secrctary ta lay aIl tacts ai
tue case betore that court durung the present week.
It is alinast certain that an additional labourer will be
appointed ta the island field wbere already much
noble work bas been dane.

'fTe readers ai TIIE CANADA PREsurrHRXAN who
arc intcrcsted in

WOMAN'S FOREIGN bSISSIONARY ASSOCIATIONS
tvill bc glad ta knoiv that similar organizations are
multiplying in Nova Scotia ; and tvhcrcver they are
establishcd, cangregatians appear ta reahize mare
clcarly the abligation incumbu"it an the Church cf
Christ ta prosecute Foreign Mission work. Thc an-
niversary ai the H-alifaîx WVoman's Foreign Mission.
ary Association was hcld a iew wecks aga. It secrms
clearly establisbed that twa important benefits risc
iront the formiation ai such socicties. The first is that
a ver>' wholcsontc effect is exerted on the ineimers
theniselves. It scems scarcel>' possible tur Christian
women ta mcci together for the pin.yeriul prasecution
ai some task whicli Christ has given themn ta do, with-
out recciving good to their own sauls. The second
advanLage is that without interfering with other tarins
ai beneficence, comparatively large sums, are raîscd
ta aid in carrying on missionary wark.

WVhile spcaking ai the Cahlege, 1 (argot ta mention
a metbod ai raising mniay> wbich bas been recentl>'
initiated among us. Dr. Buns, who possesses înuch
a! the activit, and generaus devotion ta the Church's
interest wbich many in Ontario wiU remember as
characterizing in an eîninent dcgrec his hoîîaured
rlther, bas been dclivering, in the chier tawns ai the
Province, in aid ai the College library, a

VALIiAiLE LECTURE #_N DRL CIIALMERS.

The lecturer traces with much power and efl'ect the
carcer and chiaracter of thte great and good mani af
wbomn ail bcatland îs so proud, and whose name and
famte are dear ta ail Cbristendam. Same ai the stories
illustratîve af the bumorous side of Chalmers' nuind
and lire were entirel>' new ta the great mass of those
who listened ta the lecture, and were immensel>' en-
joyed. The fallowing dcligbtful incident-I danIt re-
member wbether it, as given b>' Dr. Hanna aor naî-iz
a specîmen:- At anecai the breakfasts ta which Dr.
Chainiers was wont ta invite the members af his class,
the b!essîng had just been aslced and the guests weîe
about ta sit down, when ane ai the students came in
late and 1 suppose somcwhat flustered. The illus-
triaus hast dcsirng- ta introduce the new-camer ta hîs
eldest daughtcr, said briefly-using Miss Clos beauta-
fi Christian riate-"l Grace, Mi.-." Mr.-. wha
by the way had a glass cye, not seeing the young
lady, and understanding that he was requested ta say
grace, proceeded a second trne ta ask the blessîng,
ta tbe wonder and amusement af the compan>' who
then sat down with much hularit> ta the ni ihus
doub>' blessed in 50 unexpccted a manner.

I must not fail ta mention the death ai a noble
Disruption and pre-Dlsruption hero, the

tjtlmx lith, IUO.


