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ST bas passcd into - praverb thit mrutie udes of busi
.1neis nien are rtlned by bad book kccping They

dan't know haw their aftairs blatnt, and they arc cither
unablo ta asrcrtain. or aid even fa siikse inquiric's
in thât dirctiion. Fvcrything is donc in a ulovenl>',
unbusir.css.likc style. wialî the vague sort of hope thiat
if maitcrs arc flot Ait rigbt at prcscnt, they wvill bc- by -
and.by. fi would perhaps bc t on inuri ta say th.it
congregataons arc sonmetimes ruind in ic vcry saisie
minner; but at any rate we irc quite withîin thc
mark in aflinning tbat tlîey arc aiten gre.uly îaanperrcd
and iliat their progress is ofien greatly rctairded bc.
cause their Ilsecular concemns " arc flot lookcd aficr
wvith propcr cnery and in a business-like fashioa

Wearecflot au-are ofi nv co i te llrcsbyteriun
churches in Cantada that. like sin)e few wvhich used ta
bc spoken af in Scotland, have tao accounit books but
the beadle's niaemory. Blut thcrc arc ta nifny whcre
moncyrnattersare nianaged in a vcrycrrlcs%,slip-slhod
style, ta the disgust af saine, the annoyance ni anany,
and thc gencral injury of the cause : white year passes
on after ycar ivith vague, inciTective wisbes that a
more rational systemn were adopted, and yct witlaout a
single stcp being taken ta bring round dis: change
and improvcment.

The miles and regulations of the Plrcabytcrian
Church, as laid clown in the Fome of l>rocedurc, arc
ail well cnougb, and if they werc rigidly and intchli-
gcntly carriedl out, would Ir-ive nothing furthcr in bc
desircd. But everyone knows thai in ver>' many in
stances they arc absahîitely a dead lcttcr it fo nftcn
i3 the case that aimoit ail arc nnxious te) have as
little trouble with church niatters as possible, so
that the whole is handed over cntirely ta ane or twa,
who by.and.by altmost lotok upaon it las a private
maLter ai their own, ta te managcd as thcy think best,
and witb as few records ofithe particulars as possible
in how niany czascs do the treasurers oi cangregations;
mix up the cburch iunds with their own, and think: it
quite sufficient ta say that they arc responsible and
can always inake tbingç square. That mnay be ail
truc, but in the meantime the wholc proceeding is con
trary ta the law ai the Cliurch, and contrary ta the
dictates of ordinary prudence and camman sense
Treasurers ai churches art rt.luircd ta keep ail chu rch
funds cntirely separate rran their own, ta have a sep-
arate banik account; never ta have mare than $:a, or
sanie such suin, ai these funds in hand, and neyer ta
draw aut any monzy without i wo signatures bcing at-
t-.'ched ta the çheque. Is it said that ail this %vouid be
something like an imputation upon the honour ai the
treasurer? fi is the very reverse. i is the aniy
thing which makes such imputations impossible. Nea
sensitivcly honourable man would ever causit churcb
rnoneys %when alone, or have'themn in bis possession
wvithout their being ail firsi duly certifled. He would
say, Il1 will nat put it in the power of ny one, cither by
a look or a shrug of the shauldcr, ta insinuate that 1
folla t!he example ai a church treasurer whasc record,
as given ina the Gospel hîstary, was nact of the most

il.ittering description." V'et how ofllen arc collections
put lnto a hand kechlet and, MI uncoîinted, crirricti off
In the trcasurer's packet ta bc derait wllians hie secs
f'il 1 Wc don't b)elieve that In ac case out af a hunt-
dred la itacre aiîytbing but the niost scrupulau lhons.
esty. We rire (lutte sure that most of tbe tremuirr
doe a grcat dentlofinril work without (ce or rewirat.
lt In ic mcantinie, sucl a plan ai dolng it is fiat
business. No onc would ever iink ai It In lits own
prîvate concernis. WVia> sbmîld lie nct dllTerently
wicei the chîurch isl Iruvlvedil As a maiter ai (.act,
tdicte sire, every now and theut, d1shancat treasurers
turning cil, andi Wbo knows Wibo shali bc the next ?
li ilic nicantlnue, the carces, unbuinciisslIlcc plain
we spe.ik ai, encourages such dlshoncsty nda exposes
tlie not scnsltlvciy lionaurable mnen ta cruel insintua-
dions Ami surmisca Yhtîct, thaugh wlmhout faundation,
arc nt the saine ie Incapable of rebuttai. Wc have
lcnawn cases In wlIlch the church collectionslIncreascd
in i very reniarkablc ananner uluon a change ai trea.
Rser, anti wc have aise known ai more than ane or
tiwn ai aur sisnusters linvlng ta submIt tombhe mortifica-
tion. ai their trcaisures cheque beng tossci acruss
the bank coursier wvili the cuirt suggestive remarie, leNo
lunds." In nat a icwq cases, aisa, therc la flot even
the foai ai auduîing the trcasurer's books, frein~ the
ribsurd ficar ai lis giIng allence or being tbaugbt ta
IiiipI> sometaisig lilce As daubt ut dit ofliclit. honour.
An) mi who wvould talcs offence nit such otn ordlnatry
business course being ioltawelt would afTord onqider-
able gicaunds for the very suspicions lie proiesses ta bc
sc sensitive About. lIn fact, In ibis as an the matter of
cauntint callecti<ns, no very sensintive miai wouhut a.
sent tae acî as treasurer tvithout insisting %spont lits
book% being t.idited aînd ever> o.u;per being seen tu
ta bc ltiol accaunicd for.

It niay, no doubst, be salid Iat cbîarch accouints arc,
alas, oinly ton camily àeua tîtat dise great wark ts
ta geL liolti ai the ione>, rather tlihan tu ao.o.ount ion
si, or leave traces afiv siu lias bccn spcnt. Very
traie, but if the chtircli bookkcclmang às sa easy a sait.
ter, the greater rcasoîî wliy It shoutti bc donc ilion.
ouglit> ami why evcrytluing connectedl wviti cclcsiéas-
ticil finanice sliould lx-sa arranged that an>' anc inter-
esteti coulaI, At nny Moment, sec exactly lit>» inatterk
sîtuoil, without at dificuit> bcbng put in bits tv.a, un
witîtout need fur apoiagy ber.ause ai lits persistent
ruriosity. _____________

Tif£ Si..iIOOL BOUK WNTiVRoI'JR.N 1'.

A IIOOK publisben?' quarrel promises ta become a
matr ai importance ta aI the people ofi On.

t.inio, ifnot to tliose utithe %% boise ui Canada. Sa far
as it inerely toncerna ths: aittics %uith wliui the
trouble bias originated, the genserai coitimunity lias
uie or fia intcnest. i is %en> liked> that mercI> sel.
fisi a.onsiderations bave had the chief, if flot the ex.
clusite influence on bath iches, and that, bati aIl thc
arrangements eitlier prapaseti or made been regarded
As mutual> advantageaus, an) cansideratiusns about
the public interests or the unnecessar> burdens laid
upon the parents ai school children wauld bave bail
little, if any, power ta effect a change. But while a
"merse trade difrerence" night bc very easily and
ver naturali> passei over in deserveti silence if flot in
absolute contempi, it is very différent tvben the ici.
tencsts ai the ratepayers are involved in the contra.
versy and that ta tbe extent ai thousarads af dollars
cvery yeair.

Many niay not bc aware that whcns a new tel ai
os Readers" avas introduceti into aur P>ublic Scbool5,
about clevens or twelve years ago, the copyright af the
wbolc set was secured ta the Province, not b> any direct
payment being made ta the compilers out ai the pub-
lic treasury, but by iii being afficially ruted that
thase publisliers, wbo askcd andi receiveti the pniviege
ai printing anti publishing the books in ques.
tien should divide Sjoao among the gentlemen wbo,
chieflywith scissorsand pasteldud thecnecessary lutcrany
wotk ai compilation. This remuneration ivas excetd.
ingly liberal, more sa than was ever accarded ta the
saine arnount oi independent litcnary wark in Canada,
cithen b7e(are or since. Wc say "lindependent nas
baving refcrence ta that whicb bas hat ta make ats
way by its awn mcmii, for compareti wuth thte Il rayai.
ties » wlaich have been gathereti in frm the fomced
sales ai" authomized Il publications, ibis honorarium
was, we suspect, but strait.

Untier tbis ruling, twa publisbing firmi paid eacb
Si,5oo, anti vent an for some years printing and pub.

lisblng the meries acccrding ta the regulatians laid
clown by the Council of Publie Instruction.

lJpon the resignation ai Dr. Rycnion andth ie ai'.
poiniment cia Minister of Eiucatiait forthe l'rovl«:o
certain changes were mnade In the sctiool book ar-
rangement. fi watt desclined, for instance, thit thoe
firrns tui 1i1d paliti thc Sj,ooo lhast *...d the exclusive
priviiege or suppîhyhng tilt I Itaders", foi a suihenl>
long tinte te remsuneraite tbemmselvcs handsoincty, anti
thînt therciono tlat lirivlege sboulaI bc withdmawn j andl
so the tracle Ina thmose 1 Readers" il as nmade absalutly
(tee ta nîl-under tha aId recognizeti megulations about
quaii, andi a maximumn retaili ttce. Thost who saw
tise itilvîlte tic> bail palaI for In titis way ccniseated
mnighst poslbly bc inclneti ta gmumnhle, but thcy cotald
net buelpi tiiemselves, andl ttierefore acccptedtbc situa.
lion, anal, set about making the best cf It. A iew
other firins went fnto dis worh, and attogetlier rive
%vers: veaitually encigeai in printng andi publfublng
ibose I lteaders.d In <lue time an "lunierstandIn;g
was comae ta, in cîber wcids Ila ring I was termcd.
anda Ali is niembers engaged te suppi> dise bookacliens
ata unliaormra-teoliscount. Tbis coniniieti tit one
ai tlit farma sectureti, or sali nt any rate thaî I hic)
secured, a pecullan and improved methoti ai binding,
far mncre durable, IL was allegcd, tian thai in genemal
use. Of caurse ail ancans wcre eonuîyc in taimpreis
the public witb the great advantage oibuyangconiy the
boaoks so boin. The public bought accartitngly, and
the otimer armas tound îlîcir busincss d&4.appeaning.
One ut thiie pnotcsicd that unless thîs kunai af bindang
were allawcul ta Ait, ai was absurdi> uinfaîr ta bc
abtîgeti ta t.hairgc as mutca for wlmat was proclaimed
bar anai %vidie ta bc sifrar, wbeîher it actuaity was
su at fiai. bu dise - rang " %as broken, ant hc bocks
imithcnîo salai for cughaty.rivc cents an the dullar-camc
clown ta sixty, waidi in umuat cases a corrcspondlng
lowerîingtttilae tsbiic. In rcher tacoeccetht atend.
itg îubislîen, rcsort lias haîit ec lier ail ta exclusive
datuig s0 tluat it wims tlauuglît lae would cua.her have ta
subînît or- go ouL i ofaci busanct>.. dutt lac uvili do
ticatlher. on is: cofimrry lic cairies the war into
Ainica, anal stiew> how that b> the s>îtciaa ai privato
copyrights securcil in autthaàotcd selacal books, pub.
lîshers anal conapIeas have for ycirs paît been nmaking
the hîuLiL lia> fot Lieu5e bookas iliausands af dollars
mure tîman calter scasan or equity wouid lustiiy.

WVc arecfnat inclineti ta prejuadgc auatters before ail
tiaat cars bc urgcd on bota aides la belone the publc.
Ont> me tannai but say that so fit as thangs have ai
yet gente, tise balance ai Argîumecnt anti reasonableness
lies witla tis offendung; nicniber of tht "rang," Mr.
W~arwick. I3licsatliat Lite 'nierat" aan" auttior-
atz i uol book laieu lttle if anytig ta do wiîh
the cxtent ai lis tirculation. Gooti, ba.dorandifrertait
st tit. be bougit, anti therefure, hc argues, sit as
simp> maonstraus fon writers ant publashers t0 dlaim
a permanent capyraglit an bookes which, altogetber
apart firan thear menuts, are farcet ient circulation by
tht arcrs ai the Departinent. A wrtcr cf abook for
wiiicli as an independent venture, bie woutd tbink
Ihimselihandsoincly paid b> a douc eur ai 3sco, unaler
the systent at present an cpenatîun among tht schoal
bookas, geis a ruo>atty an every copy sold> andi this
brings hlm a hantisome y-cally incarne larger than ail
he coulaI athenwise have sccurcd, and that at the
cxpençc oflali dise panent: oi the Province For in
stance, it is said that for mencly changîng the
systen framn currency ta the decimal plan, a roy-
aIty ai tivo cents on cvery capy ofithe snaall aritbmetic
useti in ait tht public so.bools bas beer. levicaIfor years,
and that fur latour for whiclî bundretis cf teachers
would have regardeti theniselves as bandsomely re-
muncra.teib> a chequefiSo5. WVhosbali sayhow
ann thousanti dollars hav.. been paiti for this alone?

With ailler bookas, Mr. Warwick alleges, thai the saine
abuse prevails, anti that the absolute copyrights cf
eather thiose in prescrnt use, cr others equaill good,
coulaI bave biern secuneti by the Dcpantmcnt nt a
tubhe on a twcnticta ai wha'. Is levieti evcr yeam by
those wbo have secured them To bring the matttr
ta a practîcal issue, Mn. Warwick offens, ifithe De-
pamtment do uvith Ait scbool books as st taid watb the
IlReaders," ta publiah, undera penalty ai $Sacoe in
case ai (allure, the wbole stries cf leautborized o
school books, at prescrnt belti under private copyright,
at very neanly one-bati of tht prices at prescrit
chargeti, and declares be wilask no privilege ian tht
mattern flt acccnded ta an> publisher wbo lakes te, go
int the business. Viswed i this lighi, this anatter
cernus to be no longer a nre trade squabble. The


