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SURCHARGED STAMPS.

Bv DR. LEGRAND, Se,ý) of Societe Francaise de 'ibe-oogie.

TRANSLATED BY M. R. KNiGH-r.

(Gontinîted.)
1. Every surchargre inodi'ying the value, die country, or the use of

the stftinp, oucrht to have been preceded by a (lecree or order, which
prescribes it. Ail the probabilities are in favour of this supposition. One
inay venture to say that to-day there exists scarcely a countrýy possessing
stainps which does not reekoià one or several collectors. It is for these to
transmnit to stanip journals, copies of thte dlecire or order. But that is not
enough. It is necessary that they seîid the very No. of thte local journal
w/thic/ pitblishes il; at 1ea4~t, that tiiey gi-e the So., the. date, the page and
,column where the decree tnay be found. It is not enough to copy it, it is
necessary that one inay be able to v'erify it in the collections of public
libraries, and that fur the edîtion of ;tamp journals, a sigrht of the f ragment
of the local journals which has beeti sent to imi, niay le-ave no doubt as to
the origin and autlienticity.

2. In default of this capital proof, there miay exist sufficient presump-
tiv;e evçidencee. Thus, so far as the EnigIýlih colonies are concei'ned, it will
be observed that the' surchargre of the Delarue ftin are very often in
Egy1itiani !eters and nmale with met hod. This ma * be consiclered as a
strongr pres-uinptive proolf; but the surcharge.l stanips of the British
Colonies, are far fronm being foune. in this state. It wvill stiffice to compare
with one another the' surcharges of the late .stainps of Cevioni, to recogrnize
that the irst, kniown to be of native origin, are not in Etryptian letters,
and vet their existence is not contested.

3. A third circunistance niay render probable the' existence of a sur-
charge in the' absence of a decret' or of the evidernce just refierred to. When
a cha-nf/e in t/he postal tari~f conipeil, the' creation of a newv value, and
recourse is hiad to a surcharge provisionally, haste is made to pnepare a
-new etarnq witkout surcharge, of the new value. It wvas thus withi the' 3
pence o? the (app. Is not this an indirect proof of the' genuitieness of the
siur-chargced stamp ? Al.so wlien a newv seies appears and we do notind in
it a stamp corredpofldifly 'in value with thte sc/agdstamips previoits1y
issued, wve may aflirin. that tiese letters are the mork of a forger. It is this
consideration which led uis to discredit the surcharge CUARTO of Columbia,
which no journal, althougrh the Philatteio Record May say so, has called.in
question until we nianifested our incredulitv before tht' Societ..


