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leather to which it is applied in tanning. A
seientist sent out by the department ol agri-
enltare spends wonths in experimenting on
the plants.  Ilv exaunines its leaves in every
stage of its growth; he tries the roots, the
stems, the flowers, and the result is worth o
thousand times the cust of all bis labor. if
the leaves are gathered in June, instead of
in the sl they will be richer in tannin than
the imported article, and the leather will not
be diseolored in tanming,  ‘This is but one
of the many ways in which the agricultural
department at Washington is benefiting the
people of the country.

Turning now to Lurope, let us judse, if we
can, from a few facts, what importance they
attach to agricultural schools and colleges
there.  In arecent report of a connmittee of
the French Nutional Assembly on a project
for the establishment of a new agricultural
college, the superiority of Germany over
Frauce, in spite of inferior natural advanta-
gos, is fully shown, and is cleamly attributable
to the better development of agricultural
cducation in that country and the more com-
mon and intelligent application of scientitic
rules in agricultaral practice.  ‘There are in
Germany alone 184 agricnitural collemes, be-
sides a great nunber of schocls of a lower
grade, reaching down to primary instruction.
Germany spends seven times as lavee a pro-
portion of her incume on agricultural educa-
tion as does France.  Yet the French Gov-
vroment Jast year voted $366,000 for agricul
tural cdueation alone. 150,000 of this
amount was for three agicultural colleges
and the National Institute at Paris, over and
above tho rocvipta  In addition to these col-
leges and schools of lower grades in Europe
there is o large number of what are termed
Agricultural “Stationy, where every kind of
research iz pursued that is likely to be of
value cither in agricultmie or horticulture.
Some stations devote their attention to a
single aim, while others do o variety of work,
accordung to the wants of the locality. There
ave sixteen of these stations in Austria, ten
in Sweden, three each in Russia, France and
Switzerland, two in Belsinm, and  one
each in Holland, Denmark, Scotland and
Spain.

In England, although there are no Govern-
ment stations such as described, there are o
number of private farms where the same
kind of work is done, the public getting the
Lenefit.  One gentleman, a Mr. Lawes, has
recently appropriated £100,000 to carvy on
a farm and Inboratory as an Experimental
Station.  These agricultural stations are
bring introduced inwo the United States in
the last few years, the old State of Conncecti-
cut taking the lead. North Carolina and
New Jersey bave one cach, while Guorgia
lias one aml propases 1o start another, and
New York grranted S10,000 in 1580 to start
one in that State.  The work of the Connee-
ticut Station is principally devoted to the
examination of commercial fertilizers and
plants and the testing and examination of
seeds

But 10u ask, what have thesecountries to
show for this vary Jarge expnditure in
schools, collegrs and experimental stations ?
I answer, Europe, coutaining an area less
than hzlf of this continent, with its northern
part an inenense plain and its southern very
wountainuuy, supports 2 popalation of neasdy
300,000,000, and from the sugar beet, 1 root
that we have uot Jearned 1o cultivate on this
continent yet, supplics hierself with from seven

to eight huudred thousand tons of sugar
every year, or about halt' the amount she re-
requires for home consumption.  Great Bri-
tair, with a population ot thivty-five willions,
or abont three hundred to a square mile,
oven with asuccession of bad harvesty, is sup-

lying two-thitds of the bread products for
Ror population. ‘The fuets, I think, ought to
satisfy reasonable minds that the expenditure
in Europe on agricultural education is not
wastul.  Now, coming nearer hume, what is
Canada doing to advance agricaltural vduea-
tion among her people 2 Nova Scotia, [ be-
heve, cannot boast of one public school or
collee where the scienee or practice of agri-
culture is taught.  And New Brunswisk and
Quebec oceupy the same proud position!
Ontario has a well equipped college and ex-
pevimental farm, awd iy sending out every
year a large number of men well taught in
the theory aund practice of their chosen
calling.  Professor Brown, of the Guelph in-
stitution, says: “J consider the problem of
agricultural education is being graduaally and
surely unfoldad in our case. Nova Scotin
has sent a few students to the Guelph Col-
lege, and I was glad to see that the Governor
Generals prize in one of the departments
was given to a Nova Scotian, wh'eh was the
next best thing to its being won by a New
Brunswicker, as no doubt it wonld have been
it there had been one there. I in - simple
Jjustice to the farmer boy, he should have as
zood 2 chance as the one who goes to college
to get what he can there to help him to at-
tain success in some other fields; ™ If, as “it
15 now believed, that energy, commion sense,
and intelligence will cverywhere outrun
energy, common sense and ignorance, and
that technical and scientific cducation will
confer on these who enter any profession im-
mense superiority over those who have it
not,” then the question arises, “is New
Brunswick doing all she ought to place with-
in the reach of those whose aim it iz to be-
com ¢ farmers, facilities for securing that edu-
caﬁoon that confers that imwense superior-
ity 2

)ln view of what is being done in other
countrics to advance agricultural education,
has not the time arrived for the Government
of New Brunswick to turn its attention more
decidedly in the same divection? 1 am not
disposed to complain or to bring any charge
against the present Government, orany Gov-
erumeng, in this matter. I believe each sue-
cessive administration of this Province, ol
whatever shade of politics, ever since Profus-
sor Johuston, the British  Gamaliel, relerred
to in Blackwood, was invited to vepert on
the agricultural capabilitics of our Province,
have shown astrong desire to do what they
could to advance the famning interest.  We
have a boast here in New Bruuswick, from
which the press seems to draw 2 good deal
of comfort, one that I think we all duly ap-
preciate. I refer to the fact that we have
wore miles of railroad, per capita, than any
other country or state.  And )acc from tie
utterances, as reported latley, of gentlemen
high in autbority, that yailroad extension is
still to be thie watchword, “ or the power be-
hind the throne” of the Government.  While
sarmers as a class, generally speaking, aught
to bie the Tast persons to oppase opening up
the country by railroads, it such rowds have
nothing to carry they are not the nost de-
sirable property, a« perhaps some expericuce
gained in this conntry sght testify.  Any-
thing that will add to the productions of the

country mint increase the traflic on the roads
already constructed.  But, to come to the
point at onee, it the Government hine money
to subiidize railroads, they can spave u few
hundreds to make a start on an agricultural
station in this way.  We have now, and will
have for the next ten years I suppose, what
is ealled & Government Stoek Farm.  What
1 wounld ask the Goverument to do is to place
on that faem and in charge of it, &t thoroughly
seientific and practical farmer, such @ man
as Professor Sheldon, who, as all renicnter,
wade a huriied tovr through, under the aus-
pices of the Government, the fallof 1880, Ir
this course was pursued, and the vight kind of
a man secured, the farm wonld then become
a weans of education to the people, and per-
haps cventually  become an  experimental
favs and school.  And now, gentlamen, our
business in theory has always been popular,
but practically to the man who is anxions to
control large wealth, or to the man who ix
ambitious of literary or pohitical distinction iy
has but few attractions.  In some lights farm-
ing is improving mpidl{, but probably for
some time to come it will not be attractive to
the clase of men just referred to.  Some per-
sons are concerned about the status of farm-
ing.  Thebusiness will be just what we make
it, respectable or otherwise,  Ifit is conduet-
cd in such A manner as to make it pleasant
and profitable, and I know of no reason why
it can’t, then it will be attractive, particular
Iy to the farmer. It those who ftollow the
business are grasping, narrow mimted and
ignorant the calling will be judged by them.
It,on the contrary, farmers are intelligent,
broad-minded, liberal in their views and re-
fined in their tastes—uature's gentlemen, as
they ought to be—then practically, as well as
theoretically, agriculture will be looked upon
as one of the noblest of all the ways in whicl
man is called to labor to supply the wants of
his nature,

The Assaciation next considered the
subject of changing the date of the An-
nual Meeting,  There was considerble
diversity of opinion as to the proper
time. A resolution fixing the date the
tourth Tuesday in January was finally
catried.

The cicction of officers for the ensuing
year, next taken up, resalted as follows ;

President—Samuel J. Cathoun, Al-
bert.

Vice-Presidents — Queen’s, S, L.
Peters; Westmoreland, H. Humphrey ;
York, L. Estabrooks ; St John, Thomag
Davidson ; Albert, C. J. Osinan; Sun-
bury, C. B. Harrison ; Northumberland,
Johu Johusoen.

On motion of Cal. Beer, it was resolved
that counties not alliliated with the As-
sociation be entitled to appoint theicv own
Vice-Presidents on affitiating.

Seeretary-=3ajor Arnold, re-clected.

Treasurer—R. E. McLeod, re-clected,

Fxecutice  Commitice—Queens, John
MeAlpine and John Slipp 3 Sunbury, W,
DL Perley amd I B. Mitchell 5 West-
moreland, W. Faweett and O, I Flew-
elling; King's, Thos Reach and A B
Hayes; St. John, James Shaw and J.
B Mamm; Albert, W. A, West and Jas,
McaAlmon,



