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REV. PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D D.

——

Passsr Dovoniner, the celebrated author of < ‘The
Family Lxpository? was born in London, June 26,
17027 His father, Daniel Doddildge, was an oil-
wnan, resident in London, and the son of vne of the
ministers ejected by the Act of Gwduimity, s
mother was the daughter of the Rev. John Bau-
man, of Praguc, in Bohemia, who was cumpelied
to forsake his native coumtry, in consequence ol
the persecutions which threatened to succeed the
expulsion of Fredetic, Elector Palatine. i,
Doddridge was the twentieth and youngest chld :
all the rest, except one daughter, haviag died ia
infancy.

It is not a little singular, that when Doddiidege
was borny he was laid aside as & dead child § but
a person in the 1oom obsesving seme motivn in
hin, took that care of him upon which the fame
of lifc depended. His parents were eminently
pious, and his earliest yeaws weie by then conse-
crated to the acquisition of religious kuow hedise.
‘The bistory of the Gl and New Testament has
mother teught him belore he could read, by means
of some Dutch tiles in the chimney-corner of the
room in which they resided. Ile was first sent
to schiool to a Mr. Stott, who instructed lim ia
tac tudiments of Greek and Latin § but from thas
scininary he was removed, when ten yeais of age,
to a f{ree school at Kingston-upon-Thames, of
which his grandfather Bauman had been totmerly
the master. 1le remained at that schou) thiee

cears, and was distinguished for his picty and di-
igence.

1n 1715, e was deprived, by death, of bis fa-
ther, and not long afterwards, of his excellent mo-
ther, of both of whom he always spoke 1 terms
of the greatest respect and affection.  In the same
vean he was sent to the schiod) of Mr. Nathamel
Wood, of St. Albans, where he commenced his
acquaintance with the learned and excellent Mr.
Samuel Clark, who not only became to Lim a
wise counsellor, and an affectionate inister, but
a disinterested, generousy and liberal fitend and
benefactor.. At that school, he greatly improved
himsclf in tae knowledge of the leamed langua-
ges; became perfect master of his native tongue ;
and accustomed himselinot only to form 1deas, but
widch propricty and clegance to express them.  H:
devoted much time o reading ; cultivated ataste
for polile literglure ; diligently studied bhistory,
both civil and ‘ecclesiastical; and spent a great
part of his time in the study of theolozy.

His piety now became more habituzl and evi-
dent; and on Febraary 1, 1718, he was admitted
a member of the church, uader the pastoral care
of Mr. Clark. In thal pear, he quitted the school
at St. Albans, and retired to the house of his sis-
ter, therc to determine on his future plans. From
the Duchess of Bedford he received an offer to be
cducated in either of the universities, as a cler-
gyman of the Church of England; tut whilst the

rapoesal inspired him with gratitude, he respect-
{fully declined it, because he could vot conform to
a church fram which he conscientiously dissent-
ed. Heapplied to Dr. Calamy for advice as to
the profession hie should follow, whe dissuaded
him from becoming a minister; and, in conse-
quence, he for some time reluctantly detetmined
to fe'low the profession of the luw ; till at Tength
a liberal offer of assistance and advice, which he
received from Mr. Clark, altered those determi-
nations, and hie resolved immediately 1o prose—
cute his studies-preparatory to becoming a dissent~
ing minister.

In Octoher, 1719, Mr, Clark placed him in the
academy of the learned and pious Dr. Jennings,
who resided at ibworthyin Leicestershire. There
Dr. Doddridge greatly improved in every branch
of literature 3 and, besides attending to all his aca~
demical studies, he, in one half year, rcad sixty
books, consisting principally of theolozy, and that
not in & hasty and careless manaer, but with great
seriousness and advantsge. Though young, cheer-
ful, and devoted fo the attainment.of knowledge,
he did not, bosvever, forget the mare important
concerns.of his.own personal religion.. He formed
some admirable rules for the regulation of his con-
duct, snd the improvement of his time; whichhe
;«:{ not mdere)y form, but cheerfully and iaviolably

ormed.,

In 1723, his tutor, Dr. Jennings, dicd, having
not lony removed from Kibwoith to Hinckley.
Soon afier his death, Dr. Doddiidee preachied his
first sermon at Hinckley, fiom the words, « I
any man love not the Lord Jesus, let him be ana-
thema, maranatha ;™ and $two persons ascnbed
their conversion to the blesstnx of God on that
<epmon.??  For more than a year he contimued to
preach at Hinchley and the nerehbouning places
when, haviag tecaved an invitatson fron the con-
uregation at Kibworth, he accepteld their offer,
and was these suttled s June, 17280 In that re-
tired and obscure vitlaze, thete wete no external
objects to divert hus attention trom the parsuit of
hes studies; anl his Lavanite anthars, Baster,
Howe, and ‘Tillotsen, hie read with fiequency and
attenticn. 10 lus pastoral duties he was not,
however, inatlentive 3 but inreli gimus conversa-
tion, and visits of mercy, he speut a suitahle por-
tion of s valtable time.  His preaching was
plain and practicals and whilst his niad was
richly stored with knowled.se, and his smagina-
don was lively, be made all is talents subser-
vient to the moral and rehizous improvement of
tie people conunitted to Jus care. Datiag the
whole 3 car he accustomed Limsell to ris+ every
morting at five oclock: and thuey as he would
sometimes say, he had toa ycats more than he
othernise would kave hal.

fn 1725, he removed to H aiharouah, thonsh he
continued to le ainister of the congiegation at
Kiswo.the  With Dr. Some, the dissenting minss-
ter at Hasborough, he became acqualited 5 anl
from his pnulence and picty detived many broe-
ites  ba 1738, he received invitatioas to settle at
Sottingham ; but fearful that they would water-
tere with i, spititeal welfate, he dechined, and
continued at Harborough; and in 1729, he was
shosen wsdistant t9 Mr. Sume.  In the same vear
Do Doddiidze, in conjunction with Dr. Watts,
Rev. M. Siun lers, Rev. Mr. Some, and others,
esteblished an academy for preparing 3 ouns men
for the work of the ministiy omonz dissenters;
and to thet institution he wes apnointed tetor. No
man was better qualified than D . Doddridee for
that situation, and the mstitation soan acquired a
just and wide-spread celebrity. The students he
instructed in every departmont of stience and
featning 3 and connected with all thew studies
their retigious improvement,  Towards the close
of the year, he vecesved an sovitation to settle at
Ni:thampton, in consequence of the removal of
Mr. Tingey, the dissenting mivistery to London;
and, urged by Mr. Some and Mr. Clatk to accept
the cally ke quitted Harhotoush December 21,
and immediately entored on his more arduous and
important duties.  Soon after his settiement, he
became sctiousiy ill; but on his recovery, in
March, 1730, he was sct apart to the pastoral
aoffice.

In this year, he published a tract, entitled,
¢ Free ‘Thouzhts on the most probable means of
Reviving the Dissenting Interest, cceasioned by
the late Inquiry into the Causes of its Decay:
addressed to the author of that Iaqairy.” That
tract was, on the whole, favourably icceived;
and, for its spirit and temper, deserves much
praise.  Tle performed the various duties of a dis-
senling pastor, with exemplary dilizence and af-
fuction. 11is serinons were well studied, and de-
livered with zeal and affection.  He watched
over his flock like one who had fo give an account.
He prayed with and for them. He visited the
sick; attended o the wants of the poor; admo.
nished those who etred 3 cautioned thess who wa-
vered ; confirmed those who were undecided ;
anil, in every respect, attended to the doctrines,
discipline, and practice of his church and congre-
gation.

In 1732, he published some admirable ¢ Sor~
mons on the Education of Children?> In 1735,
he yet further manifested his affcetionate concarn
for the 1ising generation, by his putlicalion of
& Sermons 1o Young People ;! and, in 1734, by
hig ¢ Principlés of the Chiistian Religion,” in
verse. In 1736, he published ¢ Fen Sermons on
the Power and Grace of Chist, and the Eviden-
ces of the Gospel;?” the three last of which, on
the « Evidencesof Christianity,’’ have been since
repeatedly printed scpaiately, and had received
great and well-merited praise. In 1741, he pub-
lished some ¢¢ Practical Discourscs on Regenera-
tion,?? which were welt received,, and by many
have been greally admired. In 1745, he pub-

lished, in conjunciion with Dr, Walls, ¢¢'The Rise

and Progress of Relizion in the Soul.™ It hogs
heen Lranslated into Dutchy German, Danish, and
French.

But the work for which Dr. Doddridge has been
so lons and deservedly celebrated, is ¢ The Fa-
mily Epositor,” centaining a version and paras
pinase of the New Testament, with critical notes,
aml the practical improvement of each section.
Of the doetrnal opintons contained insuch Exjo-
~itor, the leained and pious have, of course, en-
tertained vatious sentiments, according to their
various tenets 3 but critics and sctolars, and Chris-
tians of cvery sect anl party, have culogized it
with & candowr which did honour to themselves,
and conlerred yet sreater renown on the name of
Dr. Doddridre. In addition to the foregoing
works, ie published ¢ 'T'wo Sermons on Salva-
tion by Grace 3 a tiact, entitled ¢ A plein and
senous Addiess to the Master of a Family 3 the
¢ Meroirs of Colonel Gardiner;?? ¢ A Short \¢~
conut of the lafe of Mr. Thomas Statle 37 and
prepased < A proper aud new Translation of the
Muter Prophets, with a Commentary on them 3>
but tus, with other pieces similerly prepared,
have never been published,  In 1748, he revised
the ¢ Expssitory,” anl othier woiks of Archbi-
shop fershtony and tramstated his Latin Pelec-
tivus, consisting of tiwo voliaes, printed at Edin-
burzh.

At the ave of twenty-risht, Dr, Doddiidge mar-
ried a pradent, kindy and refigious wo nan, to whom
lic was greatly attached, and by wham > had sc-
veral cluldien.  To their education he paid great
ottention 5 and their moral and religious charac-
tets he endeavoured to form and improve, as well
by example as precepts

In December, 1750, Mr, Samuel Clark having
diedy Daddudge visited Bt Albans, to preach iz
funcral sctmon, and thete uabaply contracted a
cold, which continued to afifict him during the
remandee of the wiater.  Though his health gra-
Jually declined, e contintted to 2ttend to all his
ministeric! duties, tll, uaable any longer to pur-
stie them, he was obliged, in the autumn of that
year, to visit Bastol; but fiom that jouraey he
recuved no benefity and wasrecommended to take
a vovage fo Lisbon, ‘That advice hie followed,
On September 30, he set sail for that place § and
wtt Uctober 12, he landed at Lisbon.  From the
royage he derved some benefity 2nd hopes wete
entertained of his recovery ; but on October 286,
{731, he expired.  lis remains were inferred in
the butial ground bhelonzing to the British factory
at Lisbon, and their chaplain, the suceeeding Sun-
day, preached his funeral scrmon.  In England,
the intelizence excited deep and general regret;
and the congregation at Northampton erected a
handsome moni.nent at the chapel, to express
their aflection and regret 5 and his friend, Gilbeit
\West, wrote a suitable and elegant inscription.

Dr. Doddridae sustained all the selationships of
life with honour to himself, and advantage to his
family and the world ; so tiiat, as he approached
nearer to the eternal world, his path, indeed, re~
sembled that of the just, which is as the shining
light, that shineth mote and more unto the perfect
day.” For further particulars of this eminent scho-
lar and Cluistian, vide Dr. Doddridge’s Works
his Life, writtan by Job Orton; and also by Dr.
Andrew Kippis.

DEATIE WARRANT OF CHARLES 1.

Ws take from the Newhaven Palladium, the fol-
lowing paragraph in relation to the death-warrant
of Charles L., signed by an ancestor of President.
Hartison :—

‘TChere is a fac-simile of this death. whrrant, with
alt the signatures and scals of the Judges, now in
the Trumbull Gallery, ana perhaps the only one
in the country. It was brousht from England,
and presented to the Gallery by one of our fellow-
citizens, from whom we received the information.
of its being within our reach—and We took the:
first opportunity fo gratify our curiosity in an ex-
aminationof it, Tlhe signature of ¢ T, Harrison?"
is in a larze bold hand, and is more nearly like Jef-
ferson’s siznature upon the Declaration of Inde-
pendcace than any other name upon it.  Indeed,
e T’s in both' signataresare exactly alike. Bege.
jamin Harrison’s,though in 2 much smaller hand,,
has considerable Tesemblance to that of his ances--
tor.. How farin descent the late General was from.
‘Harrison the regicide (so called) we have not at

present the means of knowing, but it canbe easailg
ascertained. .Charles Liwas beheaded Jan, 30,1648,
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