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bigupon bis heart and filcd ii with ro-
Iliorse, and hoe resolved that in thc morning
he Should sulicit for is relcasc. H-e did so,

bssuit w-as fortunate, and beforo the noon,
blor.aild wvas at liberty.

Tlhat day, according to custom, Lady Alice
1wSseated in the fasily hall o receive bier

4luclrous tcnantry who carne to pay thieir year-1rdfts. lu a corner, apart from the othors,
~tAllan, apparently pcrsuing a book wiîli in-

tels intorest, but bis inid was othcrwisc oc-
CUI, j*,el The mystorious answers of tho fiend,
1h0 dreal of exposure sbould ho flot bo able t0
ýeet tihe demnands of Murdoch, and tho gnaw-'

!93ofa guil ty conscience, ail wcro busy witb-
1r i.Tenant aftcr tenant arrivcd, each pro-

ettcino his sîipulated suma 10 the Lally Alice.-
d', ark eyo of Allan migbit bo seen occasion-

ýllY to glanco to tbe piles of gold and silvor
Which becapcd the table, thon quickly return to
th'e Page again. "Ah!" thougbî hie, "but a
4'tle of that would suffice to set my niind at

and device was soon at workin bis guilîy

lýefore the business of the day w'as closed,the e'oning had corne, and Lady Alice, after
iher tenantry adieu, who were now on-

goying ber hospitality, and once more receiving
b m11ld to bier bosom, whom in ber bearî, she
I enover fairiy considered guilty, ordered tho

boOks and papers to be deposiîed in the iron
limest, wbieh we have before alluded to, and
ýhere was kcp the family plate, thon colleet-
4thi ie money into a leathern bag, she carried
it '5dîh ber to lier chamber for better security

Imi ae was able next miorning to counit il cor-
Cely.

a late hour the guesîs kept togethor, and
lit last tbey deparîcd, the only one wbo

%O'amned afoot was Allan. He had reîirod to
13Charnber, but his mmnd was fixed upon the

ýeeOMPlisheî of n certain oct-an act of
eýre-hrobberyofhis aunt. Hedetermin-

edbY the deed to evade the commission ofmur-
e1Whicb the night hag had prophecied would

b2ilhim and he thougbt that if bie could on-
te his aunîts chamiber, as he bad already donc,

ýNsecure the sum that wvas noessary for tbe
ifaretof Murdoch's tax, from tbemoney

ýe: licurt ho might escape detoction, lull
p hlshbhope-wbat can cover crime? No-

Was now midnigbit, and wiîb a sulent and
%temlthy pace be desccnded from bis room, and
ta5t'ling the door of bis aunt's, quicîly undid the

lobh The iow breatbingr of the wortby ma-
3 Z

tron felI upon is car like the aocusing voico of
justice--bis heart boat audibly against lis breast
-hoe pausemi, bis resoltition seomed to forsake

imii-lme wvas about 10 return, but the formi of
Murdoch stood bofore bits féered sighî, the
finger of dishonour scemed t0 point at bim,
the angel of repentance lied fromn bis bosorn
and hoe vas again in the o bs of the lomplor.
He gailncd the table and passingr bis bandovcr
il, t0 is confusion found tbat the prize was no,
there. Wbcre, wvbcro could shie bave placed
il ? At tîmat moment the moon burst brigbtly
fromn behind a cioud, darting ils bcams into tho
apartment witb a brilliancy almost equal to
tbat of day. Allan bebeld bis aunt reclining
swccîiy in siemiber, a smilo was playing on bier

ccd features, and ho thougbt that in the breatb-
ings of bier sleep she murmured a blessing
upon bis namie. Prom boncatb ber pillow ho
saw the sougbt for treasure, but how 10 seenre
it-no malter, it must ho donc-and cautiously
ho slipped the wallet fromn ils rcsting place, but
sliglit as was the motion il wvas onougb to awa-
ken the Lady Alice-sho sprang from ber pil-
low and uttercd aloud scroanm. Allan was en-
deavouring 10 escape from the room, but tho
ligbt Lof the moon revealcd is figure.

"lAh ! Allen is IL you ?" she exclaimed, ccwould
you rob your nant 1"

1twas plain ho wes discovcred, discrace was
for ever upon bim-tbero wvas no way loft 10
bury lime secret but l>y bier death-murder et
once took possession of bis beart-be seized
bis dirk, and the next moment buried it in the
hearî of Alice!

Her screams bad erouscd the bousebold, wbo
were now beard to ho burrying towerds tho
chamber. How 10 conceel bimself ho knew
not-he rushed mbt the hall, there stood the
old iron cbest-he knew the secret spring tbet
unlockod it-be toucbed it, the lid flew open,
and springing into it drciv the lid down, and
thus iay secure from observation.

Tho first who rcached the chamber of Lady
Alice, wvas young Donald, %%,ho bebeld the wai-
lot laying on the floor whicb in bis terrer AI-
lan bcd lefI behind him. Ho seized il, and the
domesties enlering and finding bim there with
il in bis band, their mistress murdered, and
horror rendering limi pale and speechless, nt
once con cludcd limaI ho was the assassin. His
former crime, whieh by many hed been dishe-
lc-ed, wvas now fuily creditcd, and the iii star-
red Donald was arresîed as the murderor of the.
Lady Alice.

Tho autborities of thet Lime were most sum-
mary in lime execulion of tli laws, and next


