
MElt LADIES. 4

edian," Wvho rose from an orange
girl to a great court lady. Ac-
cording to Frankfort MNoore hier life
wvas one of pathetie intercst. She
possessed a face of grreat attraction.

Elizabeth CuimbIerland, Lady Cav-
cndishi lentinec, 'Mrs. Cosway, with
lier w'ide-eyed. child-likce loveliness,
and the Hon. Lady Diana Sinclair,
ail hield high places ini the opinion
of the powers-that-were as to their
cliarnis, the latter figrure in flhc
1group posseSSinig sigular sweetness
of expression. In a portrait of lier
painted by Cosway, R.A., hie repre-
sents hier as decidedly beautiful.

Georgina Spencer, ie ever-fanious
Duclicss of Devonshire, is well re-
nenibered ini the annais of history.
The picture bv wvhichi slie is best
known is the one in a broad brin-
incd hat-the Devonshire lîat-with
sweepin g feathers, the introduction
of thie fasîxion givingS h.r the
pseudonyni of 4%The Duclicss of the
fcatliered hcand." She was the
daxgliter of Jolin, first Ear] Spencer,
Who was the great grandson of the
great Duclîcss of Marlboroughi. She
led tixe fashion and was the leadingr
spirit at the Ladies' Club). A Nvon-
derful picture of this 41Fair Qucen
of thic wigs" and lier baby danughter,
Lady Cavendisi-aftcrwards Count-
css of Carlisle-was painted bv Sir
Joshiua Reynolds.

Tlhere were two Duchesses of
Devonshire, as there wverc two
L-adies Hani]tonl, who were beauties
of vast interest iii their different
wavs. It was Elizabethlh Foster,
Duclîess of Devotshire-daughter
of Fredcrick Hcrvey, fourthi Earl of
Bristol and Bishop of Derry, whoin
WValpole called "'The Mitred Pro-
teus and Court lisliop"-wliose
famlous, picture wvas stolen soîne
tine ago and its loss wrapped in
sucli mystery. Shie took immense
interest- in literature and ail mat-
ters intellectual. Gibbon said of
lier Nvhen comparing the two Graces
of Devon -- Bess is mnucli nearer
thc levci of a mortal, but a mortal

for wliotn the wisest nian, historic
or medical, would tlirow away two
or thrce wvorlds, if lie had thcmn ini
possession." It was also lis opinion
that "if she chose to heckon thxe
Lord Chancellor froin luis woolsackî,
in full sight of the w~orld, lic could
not resist." lier studies were versa-
tile and thus hier'honse was the re-
sort of people of distinction. ln
the case of both ladies tlueir cliarui
priricipally lay in axuenities and
grace of deportment, in irresistible

Wlien ini a retrospective nuood anîd
thouglits take wing as far back as
our first parent Eve, .in imnagination,
we instixuctively cndow hier withi the
gift of physical beauty. Firstly,
because wc naturalir cannot con-
ceive aur work direct froua tlc huand
of God in any other light than tliat
of perfection. Secondly, because
the " hiuman form d1ivine" lias
always lueld its first place in tue
bountiful beauties of creation, es-
pccial it sens wlien w'oian wvas
"4new in grrace." And lastly, owing,
to the personal interest invested iii
lier b)v cach one, indiv-idually, a
feeling of chivalry and v-anity, coiin-
binied wi a. lering long-drawn-
out toucu of fainily 1)ri(le riscs to
prompt us Io belicre that shie was
endowed witli this divine gift.

1Since pignients liave beexu used liv
civilizcd inan, E ve lbas been a stock
subject for representation upon can-
v-as and lias been g-iven, acgain and
agrain, to the world, according to
cacha cuterpreters' acceptcd theorv
as to wliatw~as, the highest standard
of beauty.

Naturally, the only -,vorks known
to us are European, and hence
Mother Eve lias alvays been depict-
cd as a wiite skinned woman, al-
though Adam's namue alone iniglit
contradict the thought.

Authentic colour of the original,
therefore, bteing but a mere matter
of detail too trifling for a master-


