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oit the St-ottisb 1lorder;" Lockliart>s trans-
lations upen tlu li s the Vista of Spanisli
1ltlladlr\ Madamne de Clhenier in modern
(hecce, and Herder and Grimm in Gcr-
imiany, deserve the elernal gratitude of
tieir countrymien, for- their collection and
preservation of iliese unwvritten records uf
tlîeir nations' histury ; and whlat tibese have
donc for îiîeir respective countries,
(Y Rieily and H-ayes have donc for Ireland.
liîey liavcý ,atlbered together the scattered
ioiers strewni along -tic Iaîh of Erin's
isîotry, aîîd houid tlîem mbt a bouquet,

sweeter and more beautiful than any
foried froni tic rhythmical traditions of
uîber lands.

By tiiose wbo are inclined to depreciate
tîle ballad, iî shuuld be l)orne tru mind
that iii addition to its hbtorical impor-
tance, it is the -crin of ill î>oeical coin-
pu-iitiun, and tlie source fruni wbichi sprang
sonie of the grealest rnaster-pieces in ail
languages. Thle epic ai-id tue dramia,
zlhose 1wo miost î,owerfui interpretations*
uf the poctic art, are the one but an ex-
pansion, thîe ollier but a mectarnrphosisi
of tic ballad : wile tlîe Iliad is a series
ut ballads sung by their author, as hie
sîrulled tbrough the land of lits sires ; tlîe
Auneid, an extendt.d tale, surpassing tlîe
Iliad iii polki and rhetorical beauty, but
constrticted uipon tbe ballad pian. Shake-
sjieare's " Murchant of Venice " o'ves ils
orig.in ho an uld ballad by Gernutus, and
King Lear also is said tu have been iii-
sibired by au old jiietrical letcnd.

But both ils histurical importance and
ils influence upun literature are supcrseded
by ils intrinsic value, as tue Shiboleth of
truc luetic I.enus. Thougbi tic simplest,
il is aî the saie tinue the subliiist species
of î>octical composition ; and a nian's
success as a b)alladist may be taken as a
sure criherion %vbcreby lu catalogue inii,
cither as one of LÇa,îure'b poets, or as a
muere artificer in verse. For the balladist
inust be une wbo cani shut out tlie present
wvorld front bis sighît, travel back in spirit
l the hinies wvhercof lie 'vrites, thro'v hiiii-
self lieart and sui mbt th,.; events lie
records, auîd becumie for a limie an actor
ini the sceuies lie describes. lierc is no
roomi in tlîe ballad for f.-r-fetche-d nicta-
phor and hiighily-wroughit descripition. Tbe
Piut îîîust trust to the inspiration of
nalture, anîd tue language rnuost pour out

simple and strong, urîîranîmelled by the
dictates of Art. it was lu this wvay that
Humier, O)ssian and O'Car.,laui sang, -
blind old bards ail tbiree, -butt thoughi
1lIeaven's liglit %vas denied lb cm. tbe ligbit
of the soul lit up their iiîner being, and
ictured to themi the rushl of mighty

armnies and the bouts of god-protectcd
hieroes as vividly as if the sceries werc
being enacted befurec them ; and the shouts
of warriors and the clang of arm rang in
their cars as luudly as they did around
doomed Troy,or iu Oie clauunish wvars of the
Gael. None but tbe true poet is ever
thus inspired, and favored of the 'Muses
is hie wbho cani resign biniself to the potent

As far back, as the days of Amergin, the
chief bard of the Miincolon), the
baillad is knuwu tu have existed in Erin,
tbuugh the lime of its introduction is as
iiiyzteriuus as tbe idenîiîy of lier towver-
builders. 'l'be Irish bards were of îbree
classes, thc Fileas whli: celeb)rated tbe
glories of war and the niysteries of religion;
the 1.rehions, whu îîoctiied tlîe laws and
sang îlîen lu the people and the Sean-
achies. wbo îlayed the parts of historian
and antiquarian. 'Ln tiiese uld days nearly
cvery bouisebuld of any note bad ils
Seanaclue, wvho sang the deeds of the

huiychiefis in %Var, and îraced the family
streaiiî back to its source iii the dim agts
of the past. Th'le princes of tlie lpeople
were very partial tu the bards, and treated
thei with. faîberly love. Schools 'vere
fuunded fur their education wherein the
course uf instruc'ion lasted ý,cveî ycars, at
tie end of wvhicb time tbey received tlie
degree of Ollaib, %vlien they wvouId go
forth and sing lt e glurecs of their ancieti
chiefs, praise in s'veet song the rites of
their rcli'lion, or lift their voices in laud
ation of the scions of noble sires. 'l'lie
degrec of honor accorded thcm nmy be
gathered froîîi the fact, that wvbcreas the
coitmnin pL-ople 'vere allowed but onu:
color for thecir railmL11t, Uie bards Nvere
l)crmilted a robe of four diffuet sliades.
bnit une less titan wvorn by the king hini
self. The people îreated themi witbi the
deepest reverence, looking, upon thcmi aý,

hall~vcdbeins. Considering the supîer
stitious nature of the people and tlic a-,c
in which tlîcy livcd, this is scarcely 10 bt:
wvondcred ah. For even now, iii tlîi%
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