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NP~~ fF~EACE oil earth to nien of»~2 OOd li lon- di-,
ing ind cxlièc-c talion w is
at laqt: -iving2 place t(>

<~tilt- first glimmenirings of
ni' orn ; the jîeriod of
hecart sic- longing Wab
fast dr-awing to a (luse,

ý,i an dethwhich, for
;0 long a finie, had lheld

tie world in their agonizing clasp, wcre
soon to be conquered ; the spirits of
ileace and joy hiad once more returned
to the abode of mani, though, as yet, lie
knew it flot. 'Many long ages prviu
bY' the commnanci of the incensed Most

1-1b ad tbey -one hience, speaking
their last sid firewell iii the cars of that
gui'ty, fugitive pair, as they stood gazing
iii piteous wvoc upon the gates of Eden
just closed forever against themn. And
wvith theni %-ent ail that wvas brighîi and
gladdening on the earth, leaving naught
in thic heart oi n-tan but that aching void
which %-as destitied neyer to he filled
until their returti. Thc-n, indeed, tear-
staincd sorrow %vould have becomie hb
constant comipanion andi soon have sunk,
iii intu the sloualh of despond, had not

Joy, departing, left b-ind Hlope, lier-
first bol-nl, to buuy. imi up1 and to l)e
ain earnest of lier ultiniate return. But,
how long tu hini had been the! timie 0f

iviin., and h uw- heavv the burden %with
%Vihsorrow had loadLd liiiu ' ea, in

his innmost soul 'vas burned in ficry
c-haracters -'4 Man 'vas born to %vork and
%voman to %%v*ele" Ini mad frcniy had
lie rushied to alluring lleasure for relief,
but the sweets she gavec soon luî-ned to
bittercst gTail to corrode bis 'ýery vitals.
Then bad lie besougblt Knowledge, but in
response tu bis appeal for bread sbc had
given hini a stone. ln vain bad bie
attenmpted to satisfy his hungcred heart
'vitli the "flesh-pots of Egypt" ; it would
not cease ils aching, and now, rnaddened
'vith longing, froni the burning sands of
Africa to flic icc-chained regions of the

norîb, lie sent up one prolonged, agonized
groan for deliverance. And Io it II aS at
hand. That craving 'id neither the
magiýnifit< t:i of Inmperial Romie, the lite-
rature of clasù Greece, nor the v'o1uptu-
ousncss of the luxurious East could satisfy,
found %%heret% ith lt was appeased aniongst
the bleak his of judea. There, in the
liily ý,îable of Buthilihem, on that firs.
Christnmas eve, lay, the l3abe, " the new-
born Ibeingy," wvho was tu be the Deliverer
of Natiuns. With bin-u peace and joy had
returnecl to the world, îhough bis sur-
rotindingb wvere far miore indicative of
trouble and sorroiw, for that, which man
hiad forfeited by ]lis fault: had to be
boughit back, at great price. Overhead,
iii the beavens, hung that mystic star
hieralding to0 the nations his advent to,
their midst. Met, hu. - few understood.
that joyful message !Verily 'I H-e hiad
comne unto, I-is own and His own bad
received l-irn nuL." Aý few sheL.herds
only, juin their voices to the celestial
choir and sing " Glory to, God. in the
bigbest. and on eartb peace to men of
gyood wiIll" But as ages roll bs', other
voices take Ill the celestial chorus ; it
roils over the hi.lls ot Judea, across the
bitie waters of the Mediterranean, and
enfers Romec. A lierce struggle, and,
then, it sound-s forth front the v-ery palace
of tilt Cau.sars bearing the -'tidings of
g'reat jo)y - o Ille Uernlu:ý corniers Of Ille

îvold evry~ hreflling the hearts of
ien with a bliss whicb i> not of earth.
Yea, ilie spirit of Ch"Iristmias gladness is
;l)roid ; let us flot coldly close the doors
of our hiearts upon it, but let us take it in
and listIen to its sinali stili voice ; let us,
if its vicbory, hbsh for a fimie: thc 'orld's
fierce strife; let us dra%- dloser the bonds
of our commion bunmanity:; for, are we
not ail brithers, hieirs of the self-sanie
heritage, children of the self-sanie God,
and le t us join our hearts, as wve1l as our
voices, to that heavenIy chorus and sing
ini. ail earnestness 1'Glory be to0 God in
the higbest, and on earth peace to nmen of
g"od wiii.
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