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COLONIAL RELATIONS.TIE recent discussions lu tise House of Commons on

Cenedian effairs, were taken edveutsge of by seve-

rai members, te utter sentimenîts rallser insultissg 10
Ibis couutry. Thsis ia not tise firet lime we bave lsad
cause to complain ou titis score; indeed, Ibis mode uf
alluding f0 tiseir Colonies seeme 10 be getting ratlbert
fasisionable emo7ug a certain ciass o! Britissis polit icians.
Tise particu'ar occasion wbicb ceiied forth tise utter-
suces we at present alInde to, wes tise cousideretion of
tise bill 10 guarenteoe istereet on tise cost of tise lu-
tercoloniel Reiiway. Sncb meu as Mr. Lowe-, Mr.
.Aytoun and Mfr. Cave, seized ise opportunity to silude
t0 Brillis America, not only in a mannerhiiglily ujuet
and objectionable, but, lu our opinion, disgracefui 10
tisemselves.

lu asking Great Britain 10 guareulce four per cent.
Interest on tihe coat of tise Intercoloniai Raiiway, tise
Colonial Miistersoniy esked wisat tise Britishs Goveru-
ment bafi more tissu once promised. t in no great
borsu. lu graîstissg it, tise Imperisi Treasury us lit-
fle or no risk. Thiis country bas never failefi to meet
obligations. Wlîetever we bave usîdertaken to pay,
has always been paid attise day and attise bour. We
did not ask tise Itouse of Cousmous to pay a sixpence
oneurbebeif. Alliwe solicited was a simpe Ileudorse-
ment" of our securities, wbich, wilbout costissg tisei
Motîser Country on:e cent, wonld enable us 10 effeet a'
saving on interelt of some £63,000 per aunum. Underi
these circumetences, we conider tise impertinences of1
Mr. Lowe and bis backers very mucis ont of place, nnd1
cilculated 10 ercate feelings of alienation ansd ill-wiil
between tise people at borne ansd in tisis country.

-Possibly tise leading Statesmen tisougist tisatishe best1
ssubbing for tise Adullamite cisief, was to vote downi
tise ameudment 10 tise bill by au overwbelming ma-
jority, wiicb was certainiy doue. But il lias net
e3caped Colonial notice, thatM1r. Gladstone, wbo spoke1
in fevour of tise bill, did flot resesst tise unjust lanuage
of Mfr. L 'we towards ur, nor did any iesding Conser-
vative do so. On former occasions, sncb attacks bave
been answered by tise chiaI party leaders, and il basi
occasioned flot a litt1e remark bere that witb tise ex-
ception of Mr, Watkins, tise principal Colony of iler
Majesty seemed to be witbout a defender. Tise over-
wbelnsing vote lu favour of tise guareulce msy bave
been tisougist suficient rebuke for tIse anti-Colonial
Membes,, but Her Majesty's subjeets in Canada biad
a juet rigist 10 expect more.

Tise burden of tise attack upon Brithiî America was,
tit rse slsouid 1be made 10 und r ake Our entire de-
feisce, for- wLicli purpose tIhe Blitiis roops ouglit lu
be witlidrawn; fisai we mcassiy sosglist to ttsrow taxes
upon flise people o! tise Motiser Country whicis we
ouglît to beer ourseives; and some aven went se fàr as
te deccy Ceufederation as beiug a futile attempt 10
estais isis a nesv nation lu Opposition 10 tise Uuited
Siates, and ininuated pretty plaiuly tisat tisey (tise
speakers> wouid as soou be rid of us altogetiser as net!
Tisese are tise sentiments f tise Goldwin Smiths Scisool
wbo wouid dissember tise Iritisli Empire and reduce
il te a-third-rate power. lisese are certainly not tise
opinions sither of tise great buik of Britishs Statesmen
or of tise Brillis3 people; but we muet lu ail candeur
place on record our opinion, tisat if Canada le bo be
thus systesnaticaily eneered ntan ad inuuted iu tise
Bouse of commous, and isal witbout adequste re-
luke, (ioldwiu Seilh wiii soon net be witbout sup-
porters on Ibis side of tise water.

Thsis étiaring at Canada in Pas hument and lu tise
press, means oeeocf twe tisinge. It means eitiser tisat
pressure is souglit te be put upon Canada te force us
mbt a new Colai conuection, lu wisiclî we wili
have te de more, and tise Motîser Country lees, tban lu
tise pat; or, Il seane tisat a desire exiets te egg us on
te sever tise conneclion between tise two countries.
Unlese we are 10 suppose tîsat tisese et tecks are siusply
ebu Ilitions ofilI-nature, we tbluk tisey muat arise Irons
oeeof these two causes. Now, we conteudfita
whicisever of Ibiese causes be tise true ene, attacking
us aller tise manuer of Messrs. Lowe, Aytouu sud
Cove, le neisiser sensible nor deceut. If a change lu
our relations with tIse Motiser Country le descried, ]et
fh ha ome Geverumeut state wbst tlsat change is. Tise
people of Canada do net wisb te siirk any obligation
or duty devolilg upon them as a part of tise Emnpire.
We are wiling te do anything reasenabie. But we
meet emphatîceily preteet againet being continuelly
lectured and treduced without our evar beving fai ed
to perform any duty devolving upon us lu censequence
of our Colonial positon,

The desîre te continue connection Witise Britisis

Crown, le almoat universel tbrouglsout our country. s
This feeling is one 0f leyalty, and tise affect o! eneers s
to lishelect tisaI ilarises Irons- selI-iuterest," mayi
easily be unidersloofi. Xe feel tise charge te tbe utter- t
]y unjuet, and eur resentmerît le excited accordingly. c
If ansuperial Statesmen waut us te do more for our de-
fence, let thieon anfully sey se, and we wiil coneider
thieir representetione. If tisey wisb te use Mr. Lewest
unfair remark, tisat Great Bititeu sieuid seperetet
from bier Colonies bf-cause they wisis te tax ber, as tiset
Anserican Coloies onsce separated Irons lier as suet
wished te tex tisen, tise sooner wse kuow t)sat, tee, tiset
better. We hope and believe neifiser tise peuple ofi
Engiand uer tCanasda desire separation. But, lu anyc
evesst, let tisese usjust attacksosi Canada ceare, roe hti
if this conntry ever dees enter upon a new politicali
exience, we mey centisnue te love and reverencei
Gireat Britain, sud net seperate witis feelings of resent-1
ment sud isete sudsl as ai, imated our feiiow-culouiets
of unety years age.

IT L00K S W EL L!
E' ,reler te tise lu wiseat crop of Ontario. Tise

writer lias lateiy isad an opportusîiîy o! eeeing
some o! tise best wiieat producing districts et tise
Western province, aud bas ne hesitatiou iu seyissg tisat
seidons bas tise rsister wiient escaped wsitls lesi damage
from lise rigeurs cof our climate. Lest apriug aethIis
tise, tise prospect was not neer se geed as tisis yesr.
Tise freets o! tise previeus wiuter lied damaged tise
wbeet cou@iderebly andtIl bere spos'-the dreefioff
tise fermera-were by ne meaus uncemmon. This
epring fer legs eppears te have been winter-kilied.
Here snd there. ol'cosir e, pateises of landi cen be seau
wisere some damae lias been austaissed; but takiug
tise sections generaiy wisicis we beve seon, we bave
11111e isesitefloîs lu eyiug tisaI tisefali viseet sîdons
cornes Ibrongis tise inter lu better order tissuI libas
Ibis yesr. Tis it rallier ingular, inasmîscis as lu
soeaprte of tise Western peuineniea new did uot feui
lu sufficient quentities Ici cover tise fieldesud aford
protection fro tise froats, unullaler tise New year
came lu. During tisis tise, it was feared tise wisaat
wouid sufer; it le tilerefure exceedingiy greiifying te
know tisat tise growîng crops seldom ever louked bet-
ter go eerly lu tise siring. and tisat tisere is et present
every prospect of a iseusstil'ul crep lu tise feul We do
net wisb Ibose of unr readere wiîo are engeged inl ag.
ricîsture, uer lisosa lu commercial sud otiser pursuite,
whnse suctiese je closely couuected wifhîtisaI cof tise
farmissg commuuity, te teke it fer grentefi fres wbsî
we have said, tisat we are certain Our next barveet wiîî
be unusueily large Tiere are nearly four menthe te
corne and go before tise grain wiii be reedy for tise
ickle. During tisai period tise whseat bas te mun tise

genutiet o! severai enemies, sud il wiii be simeet a
miracle if it eutirely escapesinjury fremeome cof tsens.
Ail we eau ssy le-sud we thiuk our statement wiîî
appiy te Ontario genersiiy-tisat tise feu wiîest bas
net suifred so munis fren tise wiutem as Iuring tise
previens eue,tisat iuse pi unt looks treng sud luxuriant,
sud cossideriug tise backwavrduesa of tise spring, pro-
mises exccediugiy wcli. 'llien by remembering thet
we reeped e good barvesî asat feul, uotwitbsasdiug
tise rallier unfavesirabsu appeersuce of tise wisesî lu
tise Spring, we corne 1tiste beief tisat, il nottsîug un-
uiusi occursi duriug May sud June, we wiîî resp a
lerger one during tise preseut season Nfous vers-osss

PO0S T A LBREF 03Rf.

S INCE Rowland Ilili broacisefitise subjeet e! postal
retorsm, sud as iauglied et as s visieusry for .is

piise, tise world lias lied ample OPPertuuity o! testîng
tise far-sigisteduaes asd correctuese of hie views.
Tisera is probebly no social reforma of modemnlimnes,
sud certeiniy noue duriug tise preseut generatien,
wich lias beau productive of more gretifying sud
beueficiai resuIts. T'ise exemple set by Enghaud lu
adopting uuilorm sund modeiate rates cf postage lias
beau followed isy sîmeet tise wbohe civilized world,
sud tise afivantages tisat bave accrued 10 trade sud
commerce, as well ns in tise nuniseriese cosumunica-
tions of prlvate hUfe, enu scarcely bie ever-eslimsted.
Yet we are fair frons tiking tisatishe geai bas yet
i.een rescisef, sud believe tisaI a good desi resalue te
bis doue bel ore ail tise afivantages e! wblcb tise system
is capable are fully devehopefi. lu Engiand, perbape,
tbe establishsment o! tise Pennyrate, and tise obeap aId

admirable money order system, leaves little to be de-
fired; but tho time has corne when a great reduction
in ocean postage suiglit be advantageousiy made. Iu
the internai postal arrangements of the British Aneri-
can Provinces especialiy, there is great roons for im-
provemeut, and tihe establishment ofithe 'lDominion'
wisich wili place thse postal aiffairs of' tise Provinces
under one department, affords a favourabie oppor-
tunity for carrving out the much-needed reform. To
begin. Tise existiug rates of letter postage are far t0e
higis and tisere is littie doubt that they couid be mn&-
teriaiiy reduced witisout seusibly impairing the reve-
nue. On this head we have tise experience of other
couutries to guide us. Wben postai retorm was firgt
inugurated iu Euifassd, a threepeuny rate was tried,
sud so great was tise advantage feit to be, that lt oniy
remained in for-ce for isbout a year, when it was re-
piaced by an ussiform penny rate. Thsis was not do, e
without misgiviugs of' tie loss tbat miglit po8sitsiy ac-
crue to tbe revenue, ansd lu the Chancellor of tihe Ex-
chequer's officiai esti mates, provhiou was made for tise
anticipated deficieucy ; but il vt as neyer needed, andi
from. that lime to Ibis the Post Office Department bas
gone on incsecasing lu usefuiness and eficiency. as weii
as lu tise amounit of revenue it yieids to the Goveru-
ment. Weil, we contend that some sucis a resuit is
pretty certaini 10 foiiow a reduction of postagesliers.
We are pcrfectiy aware of the objections tisaI wili be
urged againatit. It wiil be said tisat tise long distiinces
to be traversed aud tise spar8eness of tise population,
wili prevent tise resuit we anticipate, andItisat tbeman
wbo objects or cassuot afford. to psy tisrecpcnce for
postage, i8 nult ]iktiy 10 write at. ail, boweser Iow thse
rate insy be. In tbe first of these objections tiscre le
some force, but il is one wbicb improved means of
communication and tise iucrease of population wiil
lessen every year, aud nothiug wiii beip te bring about
tbis resuit more tsan tise very reform we are advocat
iug. To tihe latter objection we demur altogether, as
coutrary to experience. Uniess tbe luhabitants of
Britishs America are slow to compreiseut and aveul
tisenseives e! a great advantage and cous Gaience,
(wisicb we canuot believe), tise reductiosi of letter
postage to two cents thbiaif ounce, wouid start inb
being a vast emount of correspoudeuce, wbicb bas
now ne existence whatever, isesides securing mucs
wbicis is now carriedon eurreptitiouàiy. Sucb bas belen
tise uniform resuit following tise reduction of postage
in otber countries, and tbere is no reason to suppose
tisat it wonld be differeut in tii, and even if thje reve-
nue should suifer some loas, tise great sud manifest
good 10 tise whole community wouid campeusate it
mauy times over.

As tise internai money order systemn of Canada wiii
probably be extended to tise Mas itime Provinces un-
der Confederation, tbere le not mucis te ie said on tisat
bcad, except tisat 10 secure its more general adoption
tise rates migist be advautageouaiy reduced; but with
regard te orders ou Great Britain there je great roont
for improvemeut. We flud that in Nova Scoti& a
meuey order ou Great Britain for £10 sterling costs
fourpence, whlse in Canada and New Brunswick an
order for tise saine amount cests one dollar. We
should like lu kuow wisat tise experience of tise Nova
Scotia office is of tise ciseaper rate, because if lavour-
able, tisere cen bs' no geod reaqou wby il sbouid not te
generally adopted,

Tisere must aiso be a revisiou cof tise newspaper
postage. In Nova Scotia sud New Brunswick, news-
papers passoIlirougi tise posI free. Iu Canada a post-
age is cbarged, now Ibis we tbiuk is altogetiser wrong,
and tisat consideriug tise great services rendered te
tise state aud community at large isy tise press, and
tise bighiy important part il perfors slutise politioi
education of tise people, uewspapers sisould te carried
free. It le certain tisaItishe press of tise Maritime Pro-
vinces, wisich le by ne means insiguiflceut. eltiser ln
numbessOr abiiiY, wiillstrenously oppose tise imposi-
tion of postage upon tises, andi wili be reedy to, make
cemmon cuýe witb tiseir Canadian coutemporeries on
tise subject. It may be tisougist by sorte that in Ibis
report we speak interestediy, but to0 fis we answer
tisatishe public is iuterested lu a far greater degree
tban tise pseas. We may be quite sure tbat if a news-
paper bas 10 pay postage, il muet eltiser charge a
isigiser rate t0 its subecribere, or else some portion of
sts usefuinees muet lbe impaired. Besides tise amount
of revenue luvoived canet be large, and, as bas been
aiready sisowu tise Maritime Provinces bave no news-
paper postage. It wiii tberefore simply ha a question
of whetber they shall corne under tise present Cana-
dian systen, or wheîiser lu thîs respect Canada shasll
&ive place 10 tiser. We certalnly tisink tliat every
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