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COLONIAL RELATIONS,

HE recent discussions in the House of Commons on
T Canadian affairs, were taken advantage of by seve-
ral members, to utter sentiments rather insuiting to
this country. This is not the first time we have had
cause to complain on this score; indeed, this mode of
alluding to their Colonies scems to be getting rather
fashionable smong a certain class of Britich politicians.
The particu’ar occasion which called forth the utter-
ances we at present allude to, was the consideration of
the bill to guarantee the interest on the cost of the In-
tercolonial Railway. Such men as Mr. Lowe, Mr.
Aytoun and Mr. Cave, seized the opportunity to allude
to British America, not only in a manner highly unjust
and objectionable, but, in our opinion, disgraceful to
themselves.

In asking Great Britain to guarantee four per cent.
interest on the cost of the Intercolonial Railway, the
Colonial Ministers only asked what the British Govern-
ment had more than once promised. It is po great
boon. In granting it, the Imperial Treasury runs lit-
tle or no risk. This country has never failed to meet
obligations. Whatever we have undertaken to pay,
has always been paid at the day and at the hour. We
did not ask the House of Commons to pay a sixpence
on our behalf. All we solicited was asimple * endorse-
ment’’ of our securities, which, without costing the
Mother Country one cent, would enable us to effect a
saving on interest of some £60,000 per annum. Under
these circumstances, we consider the impertinences of
Mr. Lowe and his backers very much out of place, and
calculated to crca‘e feelings of alienation and ill-will
between the people at home and in this country.

Possibly the leading Statesmen thought that the best
s1ubbing for the Adullamite chief, was to vote down
the amendment to the bill by an overwhelming ma-
jority, which was certainly done. But it has not
e3scaped Colonial notice, that Mr. Gladstone, who gpoke
in favour of the bill, did not resent the unjustlanguage
of Mr. L vwe towards ur, nor did any leading Conser-
vative do go. On former occasions, such attacks have
been answered by the chief party leaders, and it has
occasioned not a little remark here that with the ex-
ception of Mr. Watkins, the principal Colony of Her
Majesty seemed to be without a defender. The over.
whelming vote in favour of the guarantee may have
been thought sufficient rebuke for the anti-Colonial
Members, but Her Majesty’s subjects in Canada had
a just right to expect more,

The burden of the attack upon British Americs was,
that we should be made to und r ake our entire de-
feuce, for wlich purpose the Biitish troops ought to
be withdrawn; that we meanly sought to throw taxes
upon the people of the Mother Country which we
ought to bear ourselves; and some even went 8o faras
to dcery Confederation as being a futile attempt to
estab ish a mnew nation in opposition to the United
Siates, and insinuated pretty plainly that they (the
speakers) would as 8oon be rid of us altogether as not!
These are the sentiments of the Goldwin Smith School
‘who would dismember the British Empire and reduce
it to a-third-rate power. These are certainly not the
opinions either of the great bulk of British Statesmen
or of the British people; but we must in all candour
place on record our opinion, that if Canada is to be
thus systematically sneered at and insulted in the
House of (ommons, and 1hat without adequate re-
lLuke, Goldwin Smith will soon uot be without sup-
porters on this side of the water,

This rnarling at Canada in Pailiament and in the
press, means one of two things. It means either that
pressura is sought to be put upon Canada to force us
into & new Colonial connection, in which we will
have to do more, and the Mother Country less, than in
the past; or, it means that a desire exists to egg us on
to sever the connection betwcen the two countries.
Unless we are to suppose that these attacks are simply
ebullitions of ill-nature, we think they must arise from
one of these two causes. Now, we contend that
whichever of these causes be the true one, attacking
us after the manner of Mesers. Lowe, Aytoun and
Cove, is neither scusible nor decent. If a change in
our relations with the Mother Country is descried, let
the Home Government state what that change is. The
people of Canada do not wish to shirk any obligation
or duty devolving upon them as a part of the Empire.
‘We are willing to do anything reasonable. But we
most emphatically protest against being continually
lectured and traduced without our ever having fai ed
to perform any duty devolving upon us in consequence
of our Colonial positon.

The desire to continue connection with the British

Crown, is almost universal throughout cur country.
This feeling is one of loyalty, and the effect of sneers
to the effect that it arises from ¢ self-interest,” may
easily be understood. We feel the charge to be utter-
ly unjust, and cur resentment is excited accordingly.
If 1mperial Statesmen want us to do more for our de-
fence, let them manfully say so, and we will consider
their representations. If they wish to use Mr. Lowe’s
unfair remark, that Great Britain should separate
from her Colonies because they wish to tax her, as the
American Colonies once separated from her as she
wished to tax them, the sooner we know that, too, the
better. We hope and believe neither the people of
England nor Canada desire separation. But, in any
event, let these unjust attacks on Canada ceace, so that
if this conntry ever does enter upon a new political
exirtence, we may continue to love and reverence
Great Britain, and not separate with feelings of resent-
ment and hate such as asimated our fellow-colonists
of ninety years ago.

IT LOOKS WELL!

\, *E refer to the fall wheat crop ot Ontario. The
writer has lately had an opportunity of seeing
some of the best wheat producing districts of the
Western province, and bas no hesitationin saying that
seldom has the winter wheat escaped with less damage
from the rigours of our climate. Last spring at this
time, the prospect was not near 8o good as this yesr,
The frosts of the previous winter had damaged the
wheat coneriderably and *‘bare spots”—the dread of
the farmers—were by no means uncommon. This
spring far less appears to have been winter-killed.
Here atd there, of cour e, patches of land can be geen
where some damagoe has been sustained; but taking
the sections generully which we have secn, we have
little hesitation in saying that the fall wheat seldom
comes throngh the winter in better order than it has
this year. This is rather singular, inasmuch as in
some parts of the Western peninsula snow did not fall
in sufficient quantities to cover the fields and afford
protection from the frosts, until after the New year
came in. During this time, it was feared the wheat
would suffer; it is therefore exceedingly gratifying to
know that the growing crops seldom ever lovked bet-
ter so early in the spring. and that there is at present
every prospect of a bountiful crop in the fall We do
not wish those of our readers who are ongaged in ag-
riculture, nor those in commercial and other pursuits,
whose success is closely connected with that of the
farming community, to take it for granted from what
we have said, that we are certain our next harvest will
be unusually large There are nearly four months to
come and go before the grain will be ready for the
sickle, During that period the wheat has to run the
gauntlet of tevoral enemies, and it will be almost a
miracle if it entirely escapesinjury from some of them.
All we can say is—and we think our statement wil]
apply to Ontario generally—that the fall wheat has
not suff-red so much from the winter as Ruring the
previous one, that the plint looks strong and luxuriant,
and considering the backwardness of the spring, pro-
mises exccedingly well. Then by remembering that
we reaped a good harvest last fall, notwithstanding
the rather unfuvourable appearance of the wheat in
the Spring, we come to the belief that, if nothing un-
usual occurs during May and June, we will reap a
larger one during the present season  Nous verrong,

POSTAL REFORNM,

SINCE Rowland Hill broached the subject of postal
reform, and was laughed at as a visionary forl.is
puius, the world has had ample opportunity of testing
the far-sightedness and correctness of his views.
There is probably no social reform of modern times,
and certainly none during the presont generation,
which has been productive of more gratifving and
beneficial results. The example set by England in
adopting uniform and moderate rates of postage has
been followed by almost the whole civilized world,
and the advantages that have accrued to trade and
commerce, &s well as in the numberless communica-
tions of private life, can scarcely be over-estimated.
Yet we are far from thinking that the goal has yet
Leen reached, and believe that a good deal remains to
be done before all the advantages of which the system
is capable are fully developed. In England, perhaps,
the establishment of the penny rate, and the cheap and

admirable money order system, leaves little to be de-
sired; but the time has come when a great reduction
in ocean postage might be advantageously made. In
the internal postal arrangements ot the British Ameri-
can Provinces especially, there is great room for im-
provement, and the establishment of the ** Dominion”
which will place the postal affairs of the I’rovinces
under one department, affords a favourable oppor-
tunity tor carrying out the much-needed reform. To
begin. The existing rates of letter postage are far too
high and there is little doubt that they could be ms-
terially reduced without sensibly impairing the reve-
nue. On this head we have the experience of other
countries to guide us. When postal reform was first
inaugurated :n Eugland, a threepenny rate was tried,
and so great was the advantage felt to be, that it only
remained in force for sbout a year, when it was re-
placed by an uniform penny rate, This was not dore
without misgivings of the loss that might possibly ac-
crue to the revenue, and in the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer's official estimates, provizion was made for the
anticipated deficiency ; but it was never needed, and
from that time to this the Post Office Department has
gone on increasing in usefulness and efliciency, as well
a8 in the amount of revenue it yields to the Govern-
ment. Well, we contend that some such a result is
pretty certain to follow a reduction of postage here.
We are perfectly aware of the objections that will be
urged againstit. It will be said that thelongdistances
to be traversed and the sparseness of the population,
will prevent the result we anticipate, and that the man
who objects or cannot afford to pay threcpence for
postage, is nut likely to write at all, however low the
rate may be. In the first of these objectious there is
some force, but it is one which improved means of
communication and the increase of population will
lessen every year, and nothing will help to bring about
this result more than the very reform we are advocat-
ing. To the Jatter objection we demur altogether, as
contrary to experience, Unless the inhabitants of
British America are slow to comprehend and avail
themselves of a great advantage and conieaience,
(which we cannot believe), the reduction of letter
postage to two cents the half ounce, would start into
being a vast amount of correspondence, which has
pow no existence whatever, besides securing much
which is now carriedon surreptitiously. Such has been
the uniform resuit following the reduction of postage
in other countries, and tbere is no reason to suppose
that it would be different in this, and even if the reve-
nue should suffer some loss, the great and manifest
good to the whole community would compeusate it
many times over.

As the internal money order system of Canada will
probably be extended to the Maiitime Provinces un-
der Confederation, there is not much to be said on that
head, except that to secure its more general adoption
the rates might be advantageously reduced; but with
regard to orders on Great Britain there is great room
for improvement. We find that in Nova Scotia a
money order on Great Britain for £10 sterling costs
fourpence, while in Canada and New Brunswick an
order for the same amount costs one dollar, We
should like to know what the experience of the Nova
Scotia office is of the cheaper rate, because if favour®
able, there can be no good reacon why it should not be
generally adopted,

There must also be a revision of the newspaper
postags. In Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, news-
papers pass through the post free. In Canada a post-
age is charged, now this we thiuk is altogether wrong,
and that considering the great services rendered to
the state and community at large by the press, and
the highly important part it performs in the political
education of the people, newspapers should be carried
free. It is certain that the press of the Maritime Pro-
vinces, which is by no means insignificant either in
numbers or ability, will strenously oppose the imposi-
tion of postage upon them, and will be ready to make
common cause with their Canadian contemporaries on
the subject. It may be thought by some that in this
report we speak interestedly, but to this we answer
that the public is interested in a far greater degree
than the press. We may be quite sure that if a news-
paper has to pay postage, it must either charge s
higher rate to its subscribers, or else some portion of
it8 usefulness must be impaired. Besides the amount
of revenue involved cannot be large, and, as has been
already shown the Maritime Provinces have no news-
paper postage. 1t will therefore simply be a question
of whether they shall come under the present Cana-
dian gystem, or whether in this respect Canada shall
give place to them. We certainly think that every



