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It has always been found in the Secession
church, that when any conumnunity has begun to
Uitay iteelf inordinately sbout its teinporalities, the
epint of christianity lias declined wn st, individuuls
hiave been lilted up with self-conceit, and have
becotne unteachable, arrogant, aud obstinate, the
persons and spititual powers of the Elders have
10t been hounauted, wiitistets liave became abnox-
fous, and their administiations unprofitable, and
this state of thingsliss still eaded 1n the degrada-
tion and detriment of the comniunity, in the apos-
tucy of some, and in the vexation of all of its
members; and in the discredit of our profession
and of religion in general,

The Preshytery readily admit that every con-
gregation haya tight to be fully satisfied as to the
atate and wanagement of its own temporalities,
*They are awate that in many congregations of the
Hecession, these temporalitics ate put under the
care of mmanagerd, veated with differeut powers.
Nor are they ignorant that the judicatures to
which we are subject have ncver thought it ne-
ceseary to interfere with the managements of con-
gregationa, when their uffasirs were conducted
pesceably, and not incousistently with the eseen-
tial priuciples of Presbyterianism,  But they know
also that these judicatures never admitted any
principle, or sanctioned any practice tending to
tender congregational minagements 1ndependent
of Sessions : and that when opportumsty has of-
fered they have not fuiled eithes to ussert the right
of church olfice-bearers, to supenntend all eccle-
siastical nffaita, or to direct congregations to assi-
milate thetr masagements to the appointnents of
8 ripture.

In jhe spirit ot love the Preshytery must, there-
“fore, represent to the Session that in encouraging
the usurpatious complained of,* they have failed
in their duy, andare chargeable with a breach of
that trast which Clirist has reposed in them, and
fur which they are responsble. They ought to
have resisted, and must now resist, meekly vet
firmly, and for conscience® sake, every encroach-
wcnt upon the priaciples or order of that govern-
ment of which they are the functinnaries and the
guardians, Since 1he institutions of Christ are
rot only supreme in guthority and immutable ia
obligation, but the result of the tenderest care for
the church, and of wisdon which cannot err,~=to
sanction any deviation from those iastitutions, or
pubiversion of them, niuet be unwise as well as
uudutiful, and must be at once an injury to the
"ehurch and an indignity toits Head. Peace is
put to be purchased by mcans which involve the
condemnation of infinite wislom, or the derelic-
tion of the appointiuents of supreme authority.

It appears, indecd, that considerable harmony
obtains i the congregation ; and if they were of
one mind and of oue lieart in maintainiag scriptu-
ral order, such harmony would be in the highest
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and congregation to submit to the Divine institu-
tions in all things, and to bting every thouglit wto

caplivity to the obedicace of Clirist.  Let them

temember that every arrangentent incompatible

with the spint of Presbyterianisn involves, on

their part, nconsistency anid upostacy, amounts to |
insubordiuation 1o those judicatures to winch they
liave vowed subjection in the Lonl, and produces

asclusntin the church,

In the Secession Church the chaice of office
bearers is an acknowledged night of the counnu-
nity, and is exercised by them without control.=
L1 is therefure reasonable to supyinse that of the in-
dividuals, upon whom the choice in onr congregas
tious falls, a great proportion ute ulnost always
men of wisdom and true goudness, ns well as o
fair repute, individuals who deserve aad possess
the ¢ ce of the people amony whom they
preside,  Such no doubt is the churicter of those
whn now compose your Session. I they are not
sufliciently nutierous for the dischuege of all their
duties, let them be increased with the necessary
additions.  But let the important transaction,
which 8o deeply involves all the best nterests of
the congregation, be conducted witha right apirit,
and in the due order, and without precipitation. ==
Let the Seasion whose situation best qualifies, as
well ag eatitles them, to deterinine here, consider
maturely what accession of ntesbers they need
for all their functivns of coaplete superintend-
ence.  Let the congregation asscuble to choose
the specified numberjof” Elders or Dcacons: but
acting, which doubrfless they will do, asa socicty
of honesimen, men aaswerasle to God, Preshy-
tetiuns by conviction as well as by profession, let
them, using their hest discretion, propose and elect
for office nonc but such as are known to under-
stand andapprave of presbyterian prnciples and or-
der. And thechoice being ma e, Ict the congrega-
tion, as hasbeen the scope of 1ns address to advise,
willingly concede 10 the Session the unembarmass-
ed management of all the objects of their lunc-
tions. In particular, let extetnals be conducted
according to the institutions of Christ,

And on what priuciple caa any church decline
to commit the charge of its tempozalities to its
office-bearers,~-since to them it com:nits the spi-
yitual conceras of all its members, which are ua-
speakably more iinportant, aud which ou account
of the complexity and delicacy of their etrcum-
stances prescat fur greater diflizulties 7

Since every christian mast allow that it is al-
was most safe, as well as mast honorable, to fol-
low the appointments of Christ in the managemant
of Hlis own Churca, there is surcly no reason to
fear that anything injurious to the interests of the
congregation can result from the scriptural ar-
mngement of 1ts ecclesiastical policy, if the

degree creditable to themselves, and satisfactory
‘1o the’ Precbytery.  But unanimity in trampling
uponn the principles or the prescriptions of the
Wonl of God, isbut the more to be deplored ia
proportion as it is complete. And such is thehar-
ooy of the congregation ;—an agreementin con-
stitutions inconsistent with that crler for which
they, as well as this DPresbytery, profess to con-
1end: 'This harmony was no susteinable reason
for the Sess'on yieldiug to unsctiptural usurpa-
tions. The Gulatians, although indeed they had
contentions among them, seem to have beea very
unanimous in supporling great perversioas af the
christian systent ; but was the Apostle Paulthere.
fore sileat, ot did he thercfore refrain from testify-
ing sgainst thicir departures from undetiled chris-
tianity 7 ‘The Cotinthians aleo were unanimous
in certain abuses, aud even gloried ia them, but
sbis dul aot overawe that Apostie's enlighiened
and ferveat zeal @ and lie inttoduces his remon-
strances by telling the, what all church officets
ought to remember, caatinually,—'¢That it is
required 1n rtew.rds that 4 mag be found fuithfal,”

Tt way be proper to mention that this address
originated in eniscquence of cestain disputesin a
congregntion abont the management of temporali-
ties. The mwjotity of the Scssion having been
joclined 10 yield to some janovations proposed by
shat congregation, two of the Elders carried the
matter 40 the Presbytery. The result was the
prepanation of the document before us; and its
transmiseion a3 & seasonable and salatary instra-
ment of counsel to the Session. and cong:egation
where the disputes had atisen.

hange be introduced with prudence. and as the

consequence of that illumination in the truth
which it is the duty of all christiaus to attain and
10 promote,

In the event of the adoption by the congrega-
tion of the plan recommended, the Presbytery have
onc advice to offer 10 thuse who may b2 ordaned
to discharge the fanctions of e Deaconship,—
Let thematlect no concealinsnt of their manage-
meats, Lot them be at all tim:s ready, by candid
disclosures, to coaviace the p»aple that their afs
fairs are honestly, wisely, aud diligently managed.
‘This will confirm at ouce their owa justinfueacs,
and the peace of the congregativn. If they shail
satisfy the impartial and intelligent that they fear
no inspection, that they have no object but the
public good, and that they guile their affuirs with
discretion, suspitious reflectious, teasing imporiu-
nities, aad ceasorious scrutinics, will be weuried
out and cease, and they will so0n proceed in the
discharge of their office unmolested by the dis-
conteated and factious, and supported by the lo-
vers of order and peace.

Bat let the whole Session be trus to their trust
Let the Elders and Deacons attend each to their
appropriate objects. Let them on noaccount suf-
fer any part of their functions to be wrested from
them ; bat determine to resist every insidions or
vexstions proposal to divide those parts of their
mantgement which the scriptutes have cunnected.
To metifice scriptural order fur'the sake of allay-
ing discontents srtfully rsised, is a3 contrary to
policy as to duty. To hase present peace by
s surrender of right to &:’:puit of éacroachment,

expedient always unsuccessful. .
Yithin the bounds of this Presbytery, and in a
congregation once misled, though never to the
asineé extent as yours, the arrangements pow re-
commended have been adopted,  In the consul.
tations of tne Sesmon, and i many of the official
transsctions among the members of the congtega-
tion, the Llders andg Deacons mutually naste, yet
each order attends to ity peculiae uligs. The
judicial superintendence of all the alfuirs of the
congregation belougs to the Elders, winle the
1)eacons have the fulh nctive thanagement of thew
appropriate olgects, ‘I'he happiest effects have
foliowed the introduction and prosecution of this
plan.  Order nroge out of contusion, and the peace

] of that socicty g heen ever since more assured

than atany former period, .

As your Scasion aud congregation cannot cer-
tainly nccuse the Preabytery of proceeding in this
affair an u precipitate or suminary manner, ot by
the decisions of inere autharity, they crave in re-
turn a dispagsionate and conscientious considera-
tion of what lins heen now suguested,

If after all that has been said, it shall appear to
any of the members of the congregation, that the
Presbytery have not established their prineiples on
the point 1a question, the Presbytery have to re-
quest that such persous will forbear to act vpon
this suggestion s—a furhearance which, in the
present case, cannot vielate consaience. For
there are many rights which itis honorable 10 ye-
sign fur a greater good, And surely that man but
little values the peace of the church who would
disturh it mercly for the sake of exercising a little
authority, in common with his fellows; about the
tnode of managing an inconsiderable property.

The Presbytery will not detuin the Session and
congregation by eaumerating, but beseech them
to remeinber and to ponder, the important and va-
ttous urguments by which the scripture enforces
attention to order and peace,—not to peace oaly,
but to prace in conjunction with good order.

And now may the God of peace, that brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great
Shephierd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, niake you perfect in every
good wark to do llis will, working in you that
which is well-pleasing in His sight, through Je-
sus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever,—
Amen.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBY-
TERIAN CHURCII IN IRELAND.

Oa Tuesday fortnight (7th July), the General
Assondly of the Preshytenan Church in Jreland
commenced it3 annual session iuthe Rev, Dr.
Conke'schutch, May Sireet.

‘Thie Molerntor, Dr. Catlisle, of Dublin, preach-
ed the Synodical serinon.

Mr. Morgan was afierwards unanimonsly elect -
ed Moderator for the ensving year,

Dr, Killen, Conveaer, havisg been called vpon,
read a Report of the Commuttee of Cosrespoad-
ence with Foreiga Churclies and alson letter from
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States,

Dr. Brown moved the following resolutions :—

1. Rasolved—That said Comantiee be instruet-
d ta raise funds 10 aid 1he cause of the Reforma-
tion on the Continent of Europe, and to transmit
portions of it to the Waldeusian tribe for the sup-
port of retired pastors, and to the Evangelical
Sacietics of France, Geneva, and Belgiuta.

2. That a letterbe addressed to the ministers
who have retire:d from the National Church of the
Canton de Vaud, offering them the coagratula-
tions and sympathies of this Church.

3. That a lciter be addreased 10 the leading
Evangelical Reforiners of Germany, offering them
alsn our sympathy and encouragement. .

The ions passed i ly. .

It having beea arranged that the subject of
American Churchies, in connzction with slavery,
should be takea uz naxt, .

The resolutions of the Assembly passed in
1813 having been read, as also that portion of the
letter from the General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in Americs, which referred t0°the
advices aad remonstrance given by the Irish As-

sembly oa the suhject of slavery,a Committee
was appointed to take the matter into ’cogden-



