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prayer,—Awake ! awake ! O arm of the
Lord. as in days of old, and as in former
years.

REV. MH. CHINIQUY AND HIS
PEOPLE.

Our readers are aware that 3r. Chiniquy
and his people have been received into the
Communion of the Presbyterian Church (0.
8.) The Presbytery of Chicago, to which
they are attached, lately appointed a Com-
mittee to visit the settlement, and make a
porsonal inquiry into the condition and cir-
cumstances of these French Colonists.  The
Commtttee have discharged the duty laid
upon them, and have published astatement
setting forth the real condition in which they
found their brethren, and appealing in their
behalf to the friends of truth and of hu-
manity. The committee in their printed
statement and appeal say, “T'he case isa
new and unparatleled ane. in the historv of
the Church in this country. We have not
scen bodies of people, nu:nbenng thousands,
in their organized capacities of families and
churches, renouncing Romanism, becoming
eager readers of the Bible, and proclaiming
themselves Protestant.

“They are too, in some sense, a foreizn
element, speaking a strange tongue, but
thereby bound to one another, and to more
than 150,090 other inhabitants of the Guited
Staies, and to six times that number still in
Canada ; and through the whole million of
French-speaking Catholics, the effects of
this movement are thrilling with every day’s
intelligence. Al | strange  spiritual
movement is complicaiud with ¢ distressing
‘famine, occasioned by a second year of
failuie in all the stapie crops of a people
just starting in the work of opening their
homes in a new country. No industry, no
frugahty could avail under the circumstun-
ces to catry them through the waiting and
laboring time for another harvest. {Vinter
would come, hunger would come, women
and children must have clothing and bread
—ordie. Therefore farms were moitgaged,
cautle and horses, necessary to make farm-
ing possible, were mortgaged or sold, and
the proceeds consumed in sustaining pre-
sent life, They could do notl ing eise. But
this was not enough. The time was too
prolonged. Then went up the cry of dis-
tress which thrilled through the heart of the
nation, and the response began to come in
the various forms of charitable relief. When
this had brought present mitigation, the im-
pression was scught to be made that the
represemtations of the sufferings of the peo-
ple were unworthy of confidence, and cau-
tious friends were persuaded, that perhaps
they could get along with what was already
furnished.

“But the difficulty was, there weie too
many, and the tme ull anythig could be
grown out of the ecarth was too long, and
the people had no effectual way of helping
themselves, and neither hungry stomachs
nor hungry creditors would wait.  Clothes
would wear out, especially when they had
to bo worn without change, and provisions
could bear being eaten but once.”?

The Committee point out what may be
done in enabling these peopleto help them-
silves. It is suggested that means should
be supplied for the erection of places of
worship, about ten of which are required tor
the accommodation of these who have now
left Popery for the Bible, and also for the
establishment of a high Schivol at dt. Anne,
and other Schools at other points.

The Presbytery of Chicago had lately a
meeting at St. Aune, on which occasion a
congregation of a thonsand persons at least
assembled. Many wero unable to be pre-
sent in consequence of the want of decent
clothing.

The Committee state that the suffering
has not been confined to the French Colon-
1sts, the local Commuttee having extemted
assistance to more than one hundred fami-
lies of American bormn citizens.

‘The case of these interesting people
should awaken deep sympathy in the minds
of all. They have peculiar trials. We ob-
serve it stated that they have been exposed
to great trials from the efforts made by cer-
tain parties to unsettle their minds on the
subject of baptism. The Board of Publica-
tion has commissioned four Colporteurs,
who are all of French or Canadian origin,
to labour among the French settlers in
Northern Iilinois, and we trust such meuans
wiil be blessed for their establishment m
the faith.

We ought to feel a deep interest in Mr.
Chiniquy and his people. We know not
what an influence their movements may
exert o their bretaren in Lower Canada.
We behieve these movements are already
tellng on the French Canadians. Letus
earnestly pray that the time may be hastened
when our fellow countrymen, so long kept
in midnight darkness as *o spiritual things,
many be brought into the glorious light of
the gospel.

THE STATISTICAL RETURNS.

We trust Presbytery Clerks will be able
to forward in time, to the Convener of the
Committee on Statistics, full and correct ro-
turns from the Congregations within their
several bounds.

We regret that in the blank Schedules
sent to Congregations, the query as to the
number of Deacons was, in some way or

other, left out.  We trust that, where it 1s
possible, Minigters will yet supplement tho
return,

There 1s great difficulty felt each yeav in
obtaining full reports 10 sufficient ime. Wo
trust that there will be an endeavour made
by all parties concered to have the return
as full and aceurate as possible.

To A CorrEsPONDENT AT KEMPTVILLE.—
We have not been inthe habit of answering
such questions as those sent to us by @ sub-
scriber, nor do we think that any good wonld
be done by occupying space with the dis~
cussion of such poinis as those he refers to,
But if he will send his name and address,
we shall have pleasure ingiving hun wrnitten
answers to his queries.

Rev. W, Kix.—The Rev. W. King, after
spending some months in Ireland, Scotland,
and England, in behalf of the Buxton dis-
sion, came home with Mrs. King in March
last. Ie has again gone to Britain to finish
the work which he was unable previously
to overtake. Dr. Burns has accompanied
him. Mr. King, has remitted on accuuut of
the Mission premises at Buxton £350 ster-
ling. He has also obtained agrantfrom the
Mission Board of the Irish Presbyterian
Church of the amount of £150 per annum,
for aid of the Mission. In this, as in other
grants made to the Church last year, we
have the bestevidence of the friendly feehing
as well as of the hberality of the Church in
Ireland.

PArLIaMENTARY COMMITTEE ON WESLEY-
AN Mesoriars.—The Parliamentary Com-
mittee on the Wesleyan Memorials, with
reference to the University endowment rose
without adopting a report. It 13 understood,
however, that a majority of the Commu-
tee were opposed tojthe claims of the Wes-
leyans.

Axxiversany of Upper CaNapa Bioer
SocieTy.—The Anniversary of this Soriety
was held on the evening of the 23rd ult.
There was a large attendance, and the pro
ceedings wers interesting. The receipts
showed a very considerable increase during
the year.

—_—
ITEMS OF INTELLIGENCE.

PaTtacoxiay Misstos.—This Mission has
acain met witl, @ sad blow, in the massacre
of all the crew, save one, of the Mission
Brig, ¢ Allen Gardiner.”” While worship-
ping on shere, on the Sabbath, they were
attacked, and cruetly killed. The party
formed only a brauch of the Patagonian Mis-
sion, and brethren connected withthe Mis-
sion are still' wilhng to persevere, if
sustained by friends at home.



