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asg on during the next fourfeen hundred gears of whatis called the
Era of Christianity ; and what do you find_abont books1 A [ible wiill
cost a small fortune.  No printing societics to Iate—-no contris
butions of moncy to aid ita citcolation; sll books in manuscrpt’—
What was K Jge—what was | hat was the reading of
the Mhble ia those days? We need not answer,  Ages of oppression,
ages of datknesa tolled away, befoze the light nclosed 10 moaastties and
universities began to be ditfined among the people,  Bat even then, three
centurics more came and pasesd away betore the Bible was decmed a fit
book for the common people to posscss,  But now the power of the
pregs i maltiplyang copies, and 10 teducing the expense witlun the means
ol most people, has eatsed the difusion of the Bible to an extent, wheeh,
aan historical fict, becomes wonderfal, Lot us look at the present dide
fusion o} the Senptutes,  Almost unaoticed, 1 has been makwg its way
into all languages and among ail nauoas; and who shall eay how mach
of the Social Movemeat, in the preacnt age, (the Amencan Age) is due
1o the principles of that book,

"The modesn movement of the Bible dates back but compasatively a
fide while. “T'hie translagion of the Bible from Laun, Greek and Hedzew,
began to maltiply soon after the art of puntng began,  The vlie neces-
«wly caused the othee,  Bat the nuinbet of copies in the vulgar tongues
were few till the Bible Societiea bexan theie cateer,

The tanstation of the Ihite by Kug Jaues, bastened sts mtroduction
autony the people 3 bat i the year 1777, when the subjat of prntng
the Bible was betose Congress—it was estmated that thege were only
Jour nuilions of prnted Bibles i the world !

At that time, theie were not less than four Aundeed nuilians of adull
persons i *he wond ; and of these one hundred mitlions professing Chns-

uans! There wae, therefore, in exstence, one Bible only to cach one
hundreed adult persons!  Now fct us tahe a Jook at the Bible movemeat
sloce,

‘Ihe old Continental Congreas onlered 20,000 Bibles ta be smported
from Ilolland, Scotland and elsewhere, In 1731, Congress approved the
cdition of the Bible, published by Mr. Aitken, of Faaladelphia. It s
since the * Declarawon,” therefure, that the great ditluzion of the Bible
has been made, and moat of it, since the year 16800, Let us now look at
the statistics of thas ditlusion,

Copics.
fzitish and Foreign Dible Society, instituted in 1604... 20,000,000
Amnierican Bible Secicty, smatituted in 1816, . 6,000,000
British Depot in Patia, instituted in 1820 2009211
Sweedish Socsety iostituzed in 1808...... 564,373
Netherland Socicty. 271,733
Frankfort Agency, intituted in 1816..... SN 301,027
Westemberg Society, instituted fa 1812, 464,567
Prussian Society, at Beslin....ee.. 127,191
Russian Bible Societivs Insti 943,569
Calcutta Suciety, i din 1811... 491,567
Madras Society, instituted in 1820, 462,505

It is supposed that other S ot d
number of Bibles fssued by the Bible
copies!

_ Thishas all taken place since 1815; but it must also be taken into
view that in the same time vast numbers of copies have becn issued by
Bookselling establishments, Tlhiere mus:, therelore, be at least wenty
times as many copies of the Scriptures in the wotld, in propostion to the
seading populntion, as there were in 1800.  But thus is not all, the Bible
has beea translated into nearly one hundred and fifty diferent lane
guages and dialects, of which ten are languages of Afuca,and three of
these on the western coast,  The remarkable feature of this transaction
i3, that to all batbasous nations of the world ¢he Didle is now the Mes-
senger (the only Messenger) of literature and knowledge ! Itis the bovk
of civiization where not one ray of any light bad previous 1

1 will make the whole
Societics at least forty millions of

i

ations of the human mind, is this memeble determnnaton of sennbie men
to wenry the pitience of their readers and hearers, when stnving to pleass
or profit them,  We will not say that thie teadency to length is ueuelly in
proportian to the want of depth , or in vther words that men are dhsposed
to be long, as they ful to be able to wiite or speak to edification,

4 THE DIFFICULTY OF LEAYVING oFT)”

“1 am amember of a eongregation where | have the prvilege of lise
teaing to a teuly good and able man, who from Sunday 1o Sunday gues
forth, to a connderable, though, 1 fear, duninishing avdience, the lessons
of wisdom and truth. ‘There §s scarccly a single seemon which, for
seorpragal accaracy, gond reasoring, and correctaess ef expreaion, tught
not be putinto a hiotspressed volume.  But Lam grened 1 eay that our
venerable teacher Tabors 10 & trying and soticinnes lcanbieaking cxe
tent under the * dulicolty of leeving ofF™  Forgetting, of unable to discern,
the * proportion of thinga,” and acting upon this broad, but, I think, erros
acous maxiny, that * it g imposable to have tow much of & good thing
he doca not hiestate, in lus alidierees fiom the pulpi, o lay upon the weak
bache of lus congtegation whole mountuing of inatraction, which they are
unable to bear. Moy L, sir, ventare, through the medinm of yous ¢olumne,
of which he 41, [ Joubt not, A« he ought to be, a diligent ieader, 1o suge
gest 1o our venerable fuctd that hie shoald gine a ittle caretnt consls
deration to the duty of ¢leaving off,” and ece whether, ta occopying
euch an unusuat fength of Gie an his decouteea, hie 19 not violatng thove
proportiong to which the above witter wouild hinve lum give heed 7 Als
low e to refer to n few of these violatione.—Can a man, then, be il
to have aduc regard (ot Lodily infirnaty, when he eends baif the meinbers
ot the fanuly home with a head ache—or to tental irfirmty, when he
calls for long-rustained and deep atiention to what cught 1o nwaken the

i ivns of vur nat 10 the weeukness of the delicate, the
tidgetiness of the young, o the drowainess of the ald—ot 10 that pecul
ity ol vur mental constitution through which cvery unpression losea eomes
thing of ite force by repitition=when ke nails us to & reat from which
we ate longing 1o escape,

1 have read that M. Westey thought a single hour, supposing the mind
to be carneatly occupicd, to be Tong cnough for any religioun service T
slould certainly convider 1his as what § called somewhat * shott come
mons” But I do think that all the brevity which is consistent with
the soletnmty of the subject—the vatious dunies of the sactuary—with
prayer, praise, ond the teading the word of Godeywith the munistrations
of the pulpit and communication at the table of the Lord—is & delt
fairly due by a mimster, both to hia congregation and to the great tzuths
of which he is the apostle, For how can truth find an entrance fnta
the heatt of o man who is fast asleep 1= Y, (Nlaereer.

————

THE INFLUENCE OF CALVINISM.

The influence of Calvaniem on the human mind, is thus eloqueatly
descnbed in Banctolv's new volume of the History of the Umted Stateat

“On the banks of the lake of Geaeva, Calvin stood forih the boldes
reformer of his day ; not personally engaging In political intrigues, yet, by
promulganng great ideas, fonmng the recd-plot of tevolation 3 bowing
only to the Invinble ; acknowledging no © but the
choice of the laity, no patent of nobulity but that of the elect of God, with
its seals of eternity,

Lather's was sull a Catholic religion ; it sought to instruet all, 1o confirm
all, to sancufy all; and o0, under the shelter of Pancipalitics, it gave ese
tablished forms to ’roteatant Germany and Sweden, and Denmatk, and
England.  But Calein taught an exclusise docttine, wlhich though t ads
dreased iteelf 10 all, reated only on the choren,  Lutheranistn was therefore,
zot a pollucal'puny 3 iticluded prince, and nuble, and peasant,  Calvine

the obacurity of basbarism. This is a feature the world had nevee be-
fore presented in its progress,  What effect wall it have on the future na-
tlons? Who can know? We peetend not 1o say; but we do recog.
mse it as onc of the most remarkable featszes of the last half century.—
We make no estimate of the inoral and spinitual diffasion of sacred hzht.
But we think that §t3 influence 13 felt whese it 18 never suspected.  Its
prnciples are  working out by mea who do not acknowledge
us authonity.  Such 18 one of the singular anomalies of the human mud.
But, pernaps, not ualike some of the operations we see in the natwral
worlit around us  The geass sees not the geatle dews that fail upon it ;
nor do the froits acknowledge the ripening cnergies of the descending
sunsbeam. ~ Yet the grass grows and the fruuts ripen ; and we may hope
that thus too the human miad will grow and tipen uader the influence of
the sacred volume.

NEVER DID A LONG THING,

A distinguished preacher being complimented on one oceasion for the
Lrevity and interest of his public services, replied, 1 euppose, [ have done
some wicked things in my Jife, and I know Ihave done many foolish things,
but I never did a long thing”

O that they who write for the public press, O that they who make pube
ke speeches on great occasions, O that they who preach sermogs and lead
the prayers of the people, would think of thig, and take a Jesson t}

ism was y & whereser 1t came, 1t created divisions ; s syine
bols as set upon the * lasntutes” of its teacher, was a flaming sword
By the sude of the ctesnal mountainy, and perennial snows, and the
artowy rivers of Switzerland, it establishied a rebigion without a king.
Fortified by its faith in fized decrces, It kept possession of its homes
among the Alps. It grew powerful in France, and 1nvigosated between
the feudat nobility and the crown, the tong contest, which did not en

ull the subjection of the nobilty, through the centia) despotsin, pltparej
the snn of that despotisin, by promoting the equality of the commnons.
It enteced Holland, ingpinng anindustnious nation with heroic enthusmsem §
enfranchisiog and uniting provinces; and making burghere, nnd wea~
vers, and artizans, victors over the highest order of Spanish chivalry, over
the power of the Inquizition, and the pretended majesty of kings.  {t pene-
trated Scotland, and while sts whithwind bore along persuason amang
1he glens and mountains, it shrunk from no danger, hesitated at ao ambite
ion ; it nerved s rugged but hearty envoy to remst the flatteries of the
beautiful Queen Mary: it assumed the cducation of Ker only son ; 1t dj-
vided the nobility ; it penetrated the masscs, overtumed the ancient
ecclesiastical establishment, planted the free parochial echool, and gave
a living energy to the principle of libesty in a people. 1t infused fiselt
into England, and placed s pleberan sympathies in danng resstance 1o
the countly terarchy ; dissenting from discent ; longing 1o introduce the
reign ot righteousness, it invited every man to tead the Bible, and made
itselt dear to the common mind, by teaching, asa divine revelation, the
unity of the race, and the natural equality of man, it claimed for stsel§

One of the most extraordinary phenomena that we krow of in the opes-

{frecdom of and with the authoritative words of prophets and
apostles, spoke to the whole congregation; it tought new truth, deny-



