knowledge its guldance, these are a
conseless testimuny to valdity of lts
clalms.

But, I am answered this Is a tiased
and partisan testimony.  So volatile
are emotions, so fine is the bourd.ry
line between credulity and inte ligent
convictions, that we are nct ju tfia
in accepting such proofs as final.

Turn we then fiom ths mighey
argument of internal cvidence. Crown
we logical reason as arbiter in the ad-
judication. The Challenge of Faith' is
to the test of external prcof; Chils
tlanity is true, by her hist:y. Her
claims are established by the m gty
argument of fact. She atks no cin-

cession; shrinks from no Investiga-
tion; submits her calms to (v rys
challenge of reason, and pr calins

herself proven by th2 unanswerabl2
logic of history.

What are the proofs that she claims?

1. The testimony of the MHistoric
Scriptures.

A mighty marvel in the literature of
the world are these sixty-six buuks,
written in far separated epochs of
time, and in far distant sursoum: dings

in the hstory of the world
Sole surviving remains of a
far removed era of ecarth, last-

ing while all els» of law, of c.viiza
tlon, of art and custom have p.rished,
their every existenceis an arctaolugi-
cal miracie. Written in the midst of
every possible stage of enli htenment
and culture; ra tasing in (xpre sion,
fn form of speech and in collateral de-
claration of the ideas and b.:liefs of
their time, they yet eahibit a un'ty of
purpose, a singie central idca, that is
inexplicable upon any hypothesies of
merelv human happening. Purportlig
in no degree to be a treatise on cosmi«
cal sclence, they yet declare in the
idlom of their day the great funda-
mental truths of natural liw, and the
quibbles of fanciful interpretation and
the cavils of inventive skep ic'sm
aside, I challenge the result of the
much vaunted conflict of scierce and
the religion of the Bible.

Entering into the ethnol gy and th:
history of the developmant (f th2
race. only in so far as is necessary 1o
the complete unfolding of thecir pur-
vose, I challenge the voice cf carven
monument and the testimony of de-
ciphered hieroglyph, as the archaeo-
logist turns from his quest to the re-
cord to substantiate his conclusions.

Dealing with the relative affairs of
wmen, only in the light of the founda-
tion law of God, I read here the basis
of the pandicts of Justinian, the Cole
of Civil Law, and of all the preczpts
of righteousness and order the wo ld
has known. Admirs wi'h me the
beauties of thought, the exactness of
expression, the thrilling periods of
¢loquence, or the soft syllables of
rhythm in the world's great sto e of
letters, and I shall find for you here
their matchless and incomparallz ex-
ample. Seek you clear and inctisive
narrative. Read with me the siup2n-
dous sentences of Mgses, or the splen-
did narrative of the Xings; 1lqo%k
you for stirring eloquence; turn to
the days of Israel and listen to her
Judges and@ Kings; love vou the
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drama: look upon the days cf gyp-
tlan captivity, or see the splendid
sctting of the story of the b.autif.l
Queen; soek you satire and excoriat-
ing wrath;—read the pro.h ts of the
cantivity. Would you hz2ar ithe poct?
Learn the language of bird and flower
and softly beaming star? Listen then
to the sweet songs of Isalan; harken
to the mighty symphonics of Job, or
hear the Shepherd King tun . hig harp
to Nature's key and sing the beauties
of his Maker's world,

Here is a book that, all the lit ra-
ture of the earth jerish.d, wouald still
preserve its loftie t idea s and en-
shine its grandest possibilities. Its
little pastoral of Ruth, sad Voia1e,
exceeds In beauty anything of Homer
or the classies of earth The chast:
beauty of Greece and tte sings of
Italy, land of the passions, have never
eaualled it. Bacon f,und in it hig in-
¢piration; Milton caught .ts sphit as
he sang his mighty epics,By.on mad:
it his lterary thesaurus; Mac.iulay
said of its trauslation, “"Th. I3ngl sh
Bible:—a book whilh if everything
else in our language shiull perish,
would alone suffice to sh.w the w.ole
extent of its bheauty and power.”

But grand as i3 this Look in ali (his
that makcs it unique, it finds its pecu-
lfar charm its mightest meaning as i1y
arpose turns upon the futnre, a2d in
type and symbol, {= word and p.ratle,
it paves the way fr Chit in pr.-
phecy. In claining 1e peccy ¢s o
basis of wproof, Chr's.anity staacs
uniaue among alt the faiths of time.
Other religions Lka.e had mighty
founders, other faiths hav.: develup @
voluminous literature, hut their hooks
and their c-e:ds have p en posthuam-
ous. Christlanity a oae looks Lack to
where the grey-haiccd prophet s r kes
his harp and sings the glory «f th2
Day-star that <hould rise uron the
world. “To declare a thing lLefore it
comes to pass,” says St. Ju:tn
Martyr, “and then to bring it to pass
according to that dsc'aration, this or
nothing is the work of God.” The
prophecies of the Bible ara explicit.
In the c-ursz of preparation for ih i-
final culmination they tourh much ¢t
the merely secular histery of time.
Empires, nations, mighty citizg, glor-
fous in their might and resistless in
their strength, are toughed by the in-
spired finger. and the crumbling ruins
of the centuries are witne:s to the
exactness of the foretelling.

And through it all th:re runs the
great burden of prophecy; the com'ng
of Christ; the advent of the Virzin-
born; the degradation and iznominy.
the cruel death and the mighty vic-
tory, and the setting up of the King-
dom of Righteousness. In the fuliness
of time these prophesies are fuifilled.
Foretold agcs before, they find their
perfect accomplishment, as even type
and symbol, mysterious in their use
and institution hecomes reclized in the
one great central figure of time.

That thkete prophes'es: exist s in-
disputable fact. That these prcphes-
ies are fulfilled is indisputable history.

What is the conclusion? That it is
a mere happening: that all this came
from a mere chance, and an ingenjous
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contortlon of words atd tleas? \Why
then, alone, of all the Lterature of
earth, is thls strange comb!t at.on ex-
istant only here? Why, if it could
happen so, has {4 never happened else.
where and again? Why sthoull thxre
Hebrew Seriptures, gathe:ed up from
many cdifferent centurles, alone afford
this miracle of fortu.tous prophe.y?

Shall we say these are trorgerf:s,
clever colngidenc.s, centrived to sub-
stantiate an existant and to Le proven
fact? Nay! but the volce of history Is
agalnst us.  In thes2 books are all
that was holiest and st to a mighty
nation. They were the ccde. the law,
the national archives, the very ttle
deed of the great Hebrew ¢ m:moa-
wenlth, Treasured for centuries with
a care that precledes th? po:sblity
of the change of a sngle word.
they stand, crystall zed in tker Im-
perishable Hebrew, the be:t authent -
cated literature ot the wo.ld. Bict
them out, and you destroy all history;
disprove them, and all th2 ages past
sink into oblivion. Make tham but
human preducticns, it yoa ca~, or
admit that “Holy me n of old saake as
they were moved by the Eoly Ghost;"
you change not st ll the fact, mighty
in its significance, that tacs: Serip-
ture s furetell the Christ, ard on them
Christianity rests ler claim cs tte

Truth of God, cm: down frm
Heaven,
IILT find my scc.nd argument n

the Person of the Histori: C ret

That such a per.on as Jesus Chr st
lived, that He taught and gatherad t>
Him a band of followers; that H: was
apprehended by the Roman law at the
instigation of the Jewish prie:ts; w.s
tried, condemnzd, and (ru § e.it .es:
are component parts of huoman his-
tory. While in dotal tle natrative is
confined to the New Tostaa ent. Jos-
ephus reverts to the fact, and there is
extant a letter ¢f Fliny to Trajan,
givng the facts «f hs tral and crucl-
fixion.

That He lived. that is hiztory: wh3
He was, that is hi tory too, as the re-
cord of His life and of Bis wo.ds is
spread before us in the Ho'y Go pel.
And here zs we face this newer Scrip-
ture, I come to you with the same
challenge. Take these books of ter
Newr Testamnent. Elghteen centuricg
have passed over them since the name
and influence of the subject of th ir
story changed the calculation ¢f the
world, and wrote the years Anro
Domini, the year of our L2ud. Tak?
these books and try them. They ask
ro allcwances; they claim no uniqu:
canons of investigation; ttey chal-
lenge every test ¢f authorstip ani
authenticity. Place them b, -your
Livy., your Caesar, your Sernela, your
Mercus Auretiug, and prove them by
the same tests, and you can over-

throw their claims to author-
ship, or shift them from thelr
place in time, by the same logic

their place in time, by the same lcgile
I shall prove to you that Alexander of
Macedon is a myth and that Caesar's
Commentari<s are the prcduc'i n of
the seventeenth century.

These books are history, and on
their .pages is spread the portraiture



