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heart of the sinner in order to conversion? Froin the discussion of
these and similar intercsting and important questions we, in the Mean-
time, purposely abstain; our object being to coneentrate due attention
upon that woric of t/we 81irit which, in connexion with the text, has
been broughit under consideration. Let the important practical
doctrine bce dcepiy impressed upon every Christian mmnd, that, the
energy of the lloly Spirit is put forth ct/icaciously for the conversion
of sinners, in flic way of strengthcning those whom lie empioys to
preacli the gospel to ail nations for the obedience of faith;- and that
every Christian should be more or less a preacher-every man teacli-
ing bis neighbour and bis brother to know the Lord, until the timne
when suchbteaehing wiil be no longer necessary, because ail shall then
know the Lord-the object of the teaehing nco so urgently required
being then fuily attained.

The work of the Spirit, as it lias been at present under considera-
tion, is the chief work of the Spirit with which Christians have practi-
cally to do. It is this work of the Spirit to ivhich SCulIPTUPLE IINCI-
PALLY DIRECTS ATTENTIO.N. While other modes of the Spirit's opera-
tion (miraculous endowinent excepted) are at most but incidentally
allnded to in Seripture, that to which. we bave at present direeted
attention, meets us nmore or less in almost cvery page. Theories and
disputes about a direct and inysterious operation of the Spirit bave
sad!y divertcd attention from, that which is crnpliatically t/we iSpirit's
iworlc in conversion, and hence the few conversions that take place
among us. Facts furnish abundant evidence that, wbere due attention
is practieally given to what we bave denonuinated the work of the
Spirit, the people of God, insteadl of ha-ving to ery, 'vith soirow, Il Why
art thon a stranger in the land !" are constrained, with thankful joy,
to exeiaim, IlWhat bath tho Lord wrought! Not unto us, 0 Lord,
not unto us, but unto thy naine give glory., chidren of Goa, 'be
entreated. Wait upon God that you may renew your strength. Be
strengthened with ahl might by bis Spirit in the inner mnan. Be strong
i thec Lord, and i- the power of bis migbt--then, having put on the
whoie armour of God, take the sword of the Spinit and wield it on
ail sides in bis strengtli. Thon shail thxe work ýof thec Lord appear
unto bis servants, and bis glory unto their children. But what is the
sword of the Spirit, by 'whieh the sinner's beart is to be subdued ?
What is the bread of life, with whieh the renewed spirit is to lie fed ?
The Word of God is quick and powerful. The gospel is the puwer of
God unto salvation. The Spirit doos not convert by power accom-
_panying the gospel. The gospel itself is the power of God. The
Most iHigh does not ripen the fruits of the earth by power aceonpany-
ing the sunshine. Th sunshine is the power of God to ripen the
grain, In hike manner, food is th1e power of God to nourish the huniai
body, and so is the gospel itself the power of God to couvert, the sinner.
The spirit tcstýfle of Civ-ist tbrough the instrumentality of bis owu
people, in whom lie dwells.

Lot Clinistians, thon, filled with thxe Spirit, declare good news te


