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tinct. Ilence it happened that during the synergistic contro-
versy, sume of them again embraced the Augustinian theory in
full. " The greater part of them, however, believed that all they
wanted was a more systematic adjustment and connexivn of the
opinions they entertained; and this conviction was undoubtedly
the principal reason for that caution; and in direct oppos
ition to the polemie spirit of that age, they evaded a controversy
on the subjeet, It was, thercfore, not until 1561, that a formal
dispute on this subject occurred, between the Lutheran and Cal-
vinistic divines, the oceasion of which was the celebrated Zan-
chius, at that time Professor of Theology, at Strasburg.”  This
is a correet and impartial statement of the fuets in the case, which
never has been, and never can be suceessfully controverted,’”

If the Manual of the Lutheran Church, from which the above
extract is taken, be worthy of our credit, then it follows that
Melancthon had no sympathy whatever with the Culvinistic
dogma of predestination, and Luther the Prince of The Reform-
ers renounced it, and stigmutized it, toward the close of his useful
and laborious life.

We would like now to show from the Manual that the Luther-
an Church believes that the atvncmicnt was made for all dhe hu-
mun racc ;—and that gruce is resisiible, but space forkids., We
shall probably do so in our next number.—M.

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

Having in last number entered upon this important and ex-
tensive subjeci, having defined what we understand by the term,
and having also shown from seripture that God is a sovercign, we
are now in sume measure prepared to look at one or two of those
manifestations of sovereignty, which the Divine Being has given
us. We shall begin as near the beginning of our subject as we
can well get, by observing that, GOD ACTED AS A SOVE-
REIGN IN PURPOSING TO CREATE.

That matter has not existed from the unbeginning ages of past
duration, is one of the first principles of natural religion. There
was, and in the very nature of things, there must have been, a
period in past duration when our world had no existence. There
must have been a period when no planet revolved around the sun,

* Pp. 164-168.



