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The persons are not mere offices, or modes of revelation, but living
persons of 11We living ()od.

Nowv, as to, the essential relations of the three, the Seriptures speak of
each precisely as if each were a living person, and not a muere officiai relation
of the one person ini three different connexions, or adaptations:. And we are
also fully justified in the belief that in the personalities of the living God, iu
whom is ail the fulncss- of ail tlîings, society exists. The bean-ideal of society,
as it is but imperfectly wvroughit ont in the social relations of aîigels and meni.
Society iii its first and higilest form, first and best of ail in the Godhead. And
society aniongst the creatures of God in its best estate, but a feeble and yet a
noble imiage of ,ts blessedness and glory as it is in the perfect social relations
of the perfect three in one.

To go fully inito the Scripture proofs justifying these statements, wur)id
break thc thread of our greneral course. To say this rnuchi seeined necessar-y
lest the reader should be" stmnlbled by the thoughit thiat the glory duie to tihe
Fatiier and tlic Spirit wvaý ail given to tbc Son. Enougli lias beeîî said to showv
the Nvay clear for full trust iu Jesus for full salvation. There is no fear of
hionoring the Father or the Spirit too littie by hionoring the Soni too inuchel.
The deeper and fuller and stronger our truist iii Jesus, the sweeter and riclier
the indwvel1ingy of the presence of the Spirit will be. And the more \we have of
the inldwellini"g presence and inivorkingç, poNver of the Spirit, the hîgher Our love
and veneration. -vill rise for the Father. Havingr the Soli we hiave the Fathier
also. And trusting the Soni, we reccive the Spirit, wlio reveals to us the
Father and the Soli. riuhl trust iii Jesus, therefore, briiîgs th e fulrevee of
hionor due to the Fiather and the Soli and the Spirit, whîile, frorn the Triunie
God, grace, mercy, and peace are multiplied to us, and so the angrelie song is
fulfilled-"l Glory to God ini the ighlest., and on earth peace and good wvil1 to,
men.»

To return for a moment to the apostie, and to the Pentecostal scelle:
Once wlhen Peter wvas lu self-confident nood, the 'Master told hlmii that Sattan
liad clesired to hiave hlmi that lic miighnt sift hlmii as wheat, but that lie hiad
prayed for M that his faxith should not fail: and lie added thie proplîctie
charge, "Wlien thou art converted "-that is, converted again, for already long
before Peter hiad becii converted-"' strengythen thy brethircn."

Satanl did have the apostie, and did sift hlmii, too, but the prayer of Josus
was anlswered nevertheless. Peter wvas sifted but saved, as many others hiave
been. The chiaif of self-confidezice ivas ahi thireshed off and wiinoived awvay,
leaving the wvheat in its naked initegrity.

By and by, on the day of Pcntecost, the time came for the apostle's second
conversion. The IIoly Spirit, the promise of flic Fathiei-, wvas received by the
Son and shed dovn. iipon imii and bis fellow-disciples. Fire crowns sat uponl
their heads. and Nvith othier toues they spake of flic wonderful works of God.
The toncgues of lire and tongues of eloquence were, however, only the outside
symbois and the outspokzel manifestations of tlic glorlous worki Nvroughit in
their hearts. They kîîewv somcething of Jesus before-but now for the first they
begani to comprehiend the lcngth and breadth, the dcptli and lieighit, and to
know the love of Christ whiclî passeth knowledge, anîd to be filled wvit1 ail tlic
fulness of God. And now for the first the wisdomi of God ln the plani of
redenîiption began to iinfold to their viewv. Greot as w'ere the external signls of
thiat work, the internai wvork itself wus far greater. And it wvas the beginnn
of a iife-iong process, lu the course of whichi, more and mcre, from, day to day,
thec tlingiçs of God Nvere uîifolded to tlîemn, and more and more they were
transfornied. into the imaitge of Jesus.

A great wvork was -wrouighit on that day-a wvork to be hiad in evcrlasting
remeinbrance. Many were thien for the first timie convinced of fireir sins and


