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The winter of death and the grave must
soon come down uponus all.  No work can
then be done for God : no geed sown; no
harvest gathered. Tet us so live and do
that we may rightfully lift our eyes to the
Happy Land whosc flowers are never blast-
<d hy winter, whose shores are never duark-
ened by death; where Christ’s presence
makes perpetual summer and where those
who had sown on carth in tears enjoy a
acaping time of endless joy.

s
PREACHING AND HEARING.

The present generation of preachers sel-
«dom make their sermons extend beyond an
‘hour; the vast majcrity scarcely exceed half
an hour; but there is hero and there a man
capable of speaking and even of riveting the
.attention for two hours. This can be ac-
complished only at the expense of most dis-
tressing and destructive physical effort; and
we cannot say that we cver saw it done to
-edification. The current has set in so
strongly in favour of brevity, that a sermon
10 be acceptable must be cither short or
very brilliant, or very powerfully delivered.

1In lately reading of the illustrious John
Howe we were struck with the difference
berween his day and our own in this respect.
“The following was his manner of spending
:an ordinary fast day. He bhegan at nine
«’clock in the morning with prayer which
lasted a quarter of an hour, ““in which he
begged a Blessing on the work of the day;
- and afterwards expomaled a chapter or
Jpsalm, in which he spent about three quar-
ters of an hour ; then prayed for about an
‘hour, preached for another hour, and pray-
»ed for about halfan hour. After this he re-
dired and took some little rcfreshment for
about a quarter of an hour more, (the peo-
ple singing :all the while,) and then came
again into the pulpitand prayed for another
hiour, and gave them another sermon of an
hour’s length; and so concluded the sexvice
of the day about four o’clock intheevening
ahout halfan hour or more in prayer,”

This certainly was & heavy day’s work for
‘minister and people : who but the carnest

and mighty Purifans ‘could 'have stood it!

We imagine however that we should sit de-

lighted for seven hours listening to incompa-

rable author of the “ Living Temple.”
Under some men half an hour scems long-

er than a whole hour under others : and in
like moanner the time fecls short and the

work of preaching is casy to the minister
who is addressing an attentive and docile
congregation. It may be hard to listen to
dull sermons : but who can tell the anguish
of preaching to & listless, sleepy, scorning
audience ¥ If you wish to blast and wither
everything genial in the preacher’s heart, if

Yyou desire so shrivel up his soul as with the
frost of intellectual and moral death, listen

listlessly to his discourses I The serious
gait, the attentive car, the eager eyc, the
glowing cheek marking a sympathizing and
anxiously attentive audience,will open ficod
gates of eloquence whercotherwiseall would
be apparent drought and barrenness. Thus
ministers and hearers act and react on each
other. Bad hearcrs make a dull preacher;
and a dull preacher generally manages to
secure bad hearers.

A Princeton Reviewer has well said that
force in preaching does not mean * vehem-
ence, much less violent extravaganzas of
argument, or noisy appeal, or mock pathos,
or profuse imagery, magnificent or vulgar,
or stentorian explosions, with proportion-
ally formidable gesficulations, stampings
and grimacss.  Much of this sort often dds-
troys force. The most gentle, deliberate,
tender, subdued modes of address are often
the most effective, and therefore the most
forcible.” We have never scen or heard &
truly great preacher indulge in e\travaganz
gestures and violent noises.

Vinet, himsclf one of the most eloquent
of modern preachers, has remarked that to
be cloquent is “net to add something to the
truth but to reuder to it its own: it is to
pat itin possession ofits natural ady: anmgee.
1t is to remove the veils which cover.it; it
is to leave nothing bemeen man and the
truth.” The great. object ofthe pre.xcber i8,

-ought to be, to dojustice to the truth; and

the hearer should alway be'in search, not
of eloguemce -but of: truth. First the true,
and then the good, and last of all the beau-
tifal!



