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‘%t Home any Forefgn Wecord,

July

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
HOME MISSION, 1871-72.

John Angell James of England said, a
little before his death : * If American Chris-
tinns see their daty aright, they will, for
some years to come, give their main strength
to the cause of Home Missions.” If that
eminent and devoted servant of God read
correctly the signs of the times, snd saw
correctly the great duty of the American
Churches, the department of missionary
work, under charge of this Board, is not
inferior to any other in intrinsic magnitude
and importance. Itclaims the prayers and
support of our whole people, It claims the
fostering care and watchful superintendence
of the Synod.

REVIEW,

The close of another ecclesiastical year
calls for a review of our position and pro-
gress. Atone time, in truth, the Bourd
thought that they must neceds report the
very opposite of progress, but now, by the
good hand of our God upon us, we fecl that
we can mcet the Synod with a statement
which will show cause for gratitude to tht
Head of the church in sending labourers
into the ficld, and for increased fuith and
activity ih prosccuting farther the work of
Home Evangelization.

A year ago we had, besides owr Galic
Catechists, to whom reference will subse-
quently be made, fourteen Homg Mission-
aries, including ordained Ministers, Proba-
bationers, and Theological Students, acting
as Catechists or unlicensed Ivangelists:
but this number was soon reduced by the
call and_settlement of Messrs. Stirling, E.
Smith, Carr end A, McKay, and yet again
of Messts Nelson, Grant, and K. McKay,
by which changes Scotsburn, Middie
Stewiacke, Alberton, Middle River in Cape
Breton, Baillie, Lake Ainslic in Cape Bre-
ton, and Rich:zond, N. B., attained settled
Pastors.

Our labourers were still tarther reduced
in number by the return of the Theo-
logical Students to prosecute their studies,
and by Mr. J. Allan’s return to Edin-
burgh: and for a time, we were reduced
to a minimun of four active Agents, so
that, for a short time, no Presbytery, how-
ever great the urgency of its demands,
could have more than a single agent, and
the majority of Presbyteries had none at all.

With feclings of gratitude and joy we re-
cord the gradual change from four to not
less than cighteen agents, all told. ¥rom
abroad we received two ministers in the
fall of last yewr—Mr. David Drummond
from the Colonial Commitié of the Free
Chureh of Scotland, and Rev. John A. F.
Sutherland from New Zealand, known to
most members of Synod, as formerly one
of our own ministers; and these brethren,

cordially welcomed, entered at once on the
work, and have_ continued giving good
service ever since. Moro lately, Rev. Mr.
Allan of the Presbytery of Massachusetrs,
and Rev. D. W. Cameron of the Presby-
terinn Church of the United States and
formerly of Wost St. Peters, and Mt
Stewart, have given us aid, but whether to
co]minue long in this field we cannot yet
tell.

The Spring season brought us, not only
the two brethren last named, but quite a
reinforcement of Probationers from various
quarters. Mr. John Allan returned trom
Iidinburgh and accepted appointments.
Messrs. Thompson, Meck and Leishman,
from our own Theological Hall, were
licensed and sent to different Presbyteries.
Messrs. Simpson, McNeill and Rosborough
have returned with License from Princeton
and are also at work. Besides these, we
have five Theological Students from Prince-
ton and New York Theological Seminaries,
engaged in our home ficld. ‘Two of these,
Mr. Gillis and Mr. Richards, are natives of
our own Provinces: the other three, Mr.
Pollock from Princeton, and Messrs. Iale,
and Gerhard from New York, are Ameri-
can Students, who have responded to an
invitation from the Board to come down
and take part with us in doing the Lord’s
work in the Lower Provinces. ‘Lhat many
members of Syuwod would prefer Proba-
tioners we know, but being unable to ob-
obtain thetn, we felt constrained to send a
cordial invitation to these earnest young
men, to come as they were to our help ; and
while we are persuaded that they will
prove a valuable accession for the snmmer,
we believe that, having seen our need, and
made acquaintance with our ministers and
people, some proportion of them will return
and-cast in their lot with us.

Let us now look at the year’s work in its

‘bearing on different portions of the church.

CAPE BRETON.

Last year we were able to report to
Oynod that two Gslic Missionaries, Rev.
Adam McKay from Ontario and Mr. Alex.
Grant from Scotland, were supplying
vacant congregations in the Presbytery of
Victoria and Richmond. Both of these
brethren, as already noticed, accepted calls,
and are now Pastors of laree congregations
with good prospects of uscfilness and of
support.

Having alrcady referred to the arrival of
Mr. Drummond, the gratifying fact ve-
mains to be added, that he can preach in
the Gelic language, and he has been en-
gaged ever since his arrival in supplying
vacant congregations in both the Presby-
teries of the island of Cape Breton. From
an early date in September till near the st
of March, he preached in West Bay, St
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