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Lor ever In their mouths. To any question
respecting their opinions they commonly re-
ply in his verses; as when iunterrogated con.
serning their ideas of the state of the soul af -
tor death, a poetical Gipsy made answer s —

44 Nor soul nor lave divine can dies

Although our frame must perish here,

Still Lmger hape prints to the sky 2
¢ ‘Thus sings the poet Das Kubeer.””

They believe their souls to be particles of
the universal spirit, in which it is after death
absorbed. In this life, feasting and drinking
constitute their supreme good ; and every
kind of crime may be expiated by p'entiful
tibations, except, perhaps, the indiccrect dis.
“closure of their opinions to strangers, which
ischaracteristically punished by rubling the of-
feuder's noseagninst the ground. They callin
the aid of a Brabminical astrologer, to fix on
u lucky name for their children, notwiti:stand-
ing that they profcss Mohammedanism ; and

_pevmit the urchins to remain at the breagt un.
til five or six years of age. This praclice, to-
gether with the violent exercises which they
are taught in their youth, probably tends to
curtail the livesof their women, who.generally
handsome and engaging, pass the morning of

“their lives as tumblers or dancing girls. "They
have no fixed dwelling:; but wherever they en-
camp, erect temporary huts with light mats
of sedge or rushes. ‘'hey o about in com-

“panies, like our strolling players, hiring their
services for a stated period, genera'ly a year,
to a sirdar, or manager.

a8 In the uppar provinces of Hindoostan, the
Jittle escampment of these people are frequents
1y very regular and neat, being thers formed
By(he sirki ( rushes) entirely. Each apurt—
ment, though not much lrger than a mastiff's
kennel, has its own particular inclosure or
courtyard. generally erected in sucha manner
as to become a species of circumvallation tothe
whole portable hamlet, whichy at first sight,
reminds a traveller of Lilliput or Fairy Land.
The appearance of the people alene can undo
“the deception, and then even one cannot help
’wondering where so many men, wom i, child-

~yen, and-ather domestic animals; maoage (o

sleep or shelter themselves from the storms
which somelimes assail these itinerant people.'’

The men, who are’ remarkably athletic, prae-
tise not only juggling in allits branches, bat
perform feats requiring the most consum-
mate agility and prodigious strength. Ma-
ny of them obtain a livelihood by leading
about dancing-bears or monkeys.  Others,
impatient of the arts of petty roguery, become
Ducoits 3% aud assuch, says their historian,
are no doubt often hanged. They inter their
dead, he observes, and the only cerema:y
scems o be to forget their sorrows, by getting
completely drunk immediate'y afterwards
Litt.e more formality accompanies their mar-
rage.

. Intheir habits, the Gijsics are far mors
uncleanly than the ordinary Hindoos, and
devour all kinds of food, even the dead bodies
of jachais, bullocks, and horses. They somes
times, in addition ta their profession of jug-
glers, employ themselves in cullecting medi-
cinal herbs, and in catching mungooses,
squirre's, and the bird calted daho, which they
usz as fuod or medicine.  The women practise
physic, cupping, pa'mistry, and taittoving, to
which the Hindoo women are still addicted s
and usually sally furth in the morning from
their cr.campment, with a quantity of herls,
dsied birds, &c., to exhibit their skill among
womeu of the neighbouring villages. Should
they not réturn befure the jeckals eryt is
heard in the evening, their fidelity is suspect—
ed, and they are pusished by their husbauds.
The follawiag song, in whicha juggler de-

# Duka means robbery, and in the active
form becomes dukyt, nctorious for thewr dee
predations s pirates in the Suaderbund
travches of the Ganges, by the tame Decoits.
If we m.y credit very respectable zestimonies
of the fact. those Dukyts are frequently guilty
of sacrificing human victims to Kali, unde?
arcumstaunces of Lorror and atreciy scarce!y
credible,  Asiatic Researches. vol. vii. p 465.

4 Bishop Heler, in describing_the cry of
the jackal, obsecrves, ¢+ The noise wasquil,
cqual to that of an immense pack of hounds
with half the rabble of a county at their heels
except that the cry was wilder and more dix:
mal.”” Vol p 287 : !
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