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*PICu ERYTIiR0CEPHLALVS, (Linn.)-TiiE :RPiD-HEADED WOODrEesiEîr.

SPECIFIC CHA-tucTEts,-Hcad and neck bright crimson, t/uit colour
descending on the fo)reneck, and rnargined ithl a senilanar.
band of black; back, 'wings, and tail, glossy bluisli black;-
inner secondaries, ruipp, and louer parts, pure white; 3Joung
vîith t/w lîead and nec/c birownisli grey, streaked with dusky,.
edged wit/t grey ; secondary qui//s, ye/lowish w/hite, barret.
ivit/î black ; lower parts, greyis& white; t/he sides, strcaked
wit/t dusky. Maie, 9,1'à; Peina/e, 8. Audubon's Synopsis,,
page 184. T/ce speciftcîme isfron t/he Greec, (Eryt/traios,)

t red; and (Kephale,) t/he head. Breeds fronz Texas to .Novo
iS'otia, and t/trougitout t/te British Provinces.

The Red-headel 'Woodpeckier-thce most common and the most obsorved,
of ail the tribe in LÇortli America, subsists partly upon isseets and in part
upon vegetable fuud. Wild cherries, apples, Indian corn, and] varions hinds
of berrnes constituto a portion of bis food while they arc in their season, and
in making bis selections hoc is kuown to, exerçiso the tastc and judge mont of
a connoisseur. The Indian corn is taken in its rieli succulent milky state ;.
and in the orchard, if you wi,,h to find the earliest and swececst apples, you
have only to approacli those trees on or ncar whiéh our red-headed friend-
may ho seen loiteriîîg. "Ihougli this bird (says Wilson,) occasionally
regales himself upion fruit, yet bis natural and inost useful food] is insects,
particularly those numurous and, destructive species that penetrate the bark
ant] body of the tree to deposit, their cggs and larve, the latter of which ar-
well known to-makie immenjse havock. That inisecth- are his natural food],
is evident from, bis wudge-formed bill, tîte length, elaisticity, and figmre of bis
tongue, and flic strength and po.,ition of bis claws, ns weIl as from bis usa
habits. In fact, insects form, at lenst two-thirds of bis- subsistence, and bis
stoni'acli is scarcely ever fount] without them. lIe searehes fur them -With a
dexterity and intelligence, I may safely say more than humas; ho pereîves
by the extenior appearance of the bark whevre they lurk- below; when ho is
dabious, ho rattkas vehemently on the outside vith bis bill, and] bis acute ear
dibtinguishes thse terrified vermin shninking within to their inost retreats,'
where bis pointud and] barbet] tongue sGon reauhed thlen. Thse masses -of.
bugs, caterpillars, and] other larvw, which I bave taken froni the stomachs cf
these birds have often surprised me. These larvS, it sbould be rernemberet],
feot] not only oa 'the buds, leaves aud hlossonis, but also on the very vegetable
lite of the tree-the alburnuni, or newly foriig bark aut] wood; the
cousequence is, that thse wliole branches and] whole trees decay under the
silent ravages of these destru.ctive vermin. WilI any one say, that taking
hai a dozen or half a hundret] apples froni a troc is equally mainous, with
cutting i.t down? or that the services of a useful animal should not be
rewarded with a sinail portion of that whick it -bas contributed tu preservo?

We re oit i th beev'en laguge of the seniptures, not to muzzlce
MIotth of thse oz that truadeth out tihe cors, and wby âhould, sut the &utne
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