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Detevinary Jepartment.

The Prevention of Disease.

It would, indeed, be an admirable arrangement,
alike for humanity and for the lower creatures of cre-
ation, if tho uaches und ills whiech escaped from
Pandora’s mythic box could be ngain secured, and
locked up beyond all chance of fattening on health
and life.” To bunt down and cxterminate sutue of |
the ills that flesh is heir to is perfictly feasible,
Others, we fear, must be accepted as part ol the prim !
eval Jurse.  Many ailments, such us those of a scro-
fulous character, have become very firmly implanted
in the animal system, they bave assumed hereditay
powcers, so marked that generations would elaps
before their subtile remains could be thorunguly
climinated. Another large cluss of disease, alike
men and apioals, spriog frun the caternal arcame |
stacces amid which loving crratuies aic placad.
Extremes of cold and Leat, sudden cshanges of wmiper
ature. overcrowding. and hard work. sap the vigor
and jeopardise the healih of thousands,  Under more
carelul management, disorders of thur cisss,alihougu |
they canoot be aliogotbor dvne wway waih, nogut
evident's be mat-rially diminished i number and
severity.

The diseases which we may  contdenily  hope
cilirddy to blot vut, ace thuse winen resiuic fiom cun-
tagion. Lord Robert Montagn bas stated tiat since
1842 one willion and a half of cattle have Lecn
destroged in Great Britain and Ireland by contagious
diseases.  The specific organic poisons or contagions
which generate such diseases cun usually be isolated
or destroyed , in other words, fresh subjects on
which the poison can fasten may be kept bevond its
reach. and thas i is killed. as it were, by starvation
or the poison, as rapidly as it is evolved from the sich
crivfected Convan s ds wairalisad o wbbal of iis
vitality by disinfectints. s onr readers well know,
the cattle plague, which is probably the most viru-
lent of the contagious disorders of animals. wus in
this way banished from our shores.

We would gladly apply the like principles to the
prevention of other disorders,  But this cannot be
done effectually with diseases which, like cattle
plazie are propagated nainly or eatirdly by counta
gion  In the human subject, the diseases d(-ponding’
upox contagion alone are more numerons than n the
luwer animals. Yhey include smallpox, scarlet fever,
and Lher eruptive complainge, with the worse class of
typhoild and typlus fesers. The eruptive fevers more
especially are not productive except by cuntagion
only. In the lower animals the chief contagivus
diseases which have occurred in this couniry are
cattle plague, cow-pox. and sheep-pox, strangles in
horses, hrdropliobis in dogs, with the pleuro pnen-
monia epizootic in cattle, mouta-and-foot discuse n
waitle, shecp,and pigs, and glanders snd 13 phowd
fusa in hurres. But unfurtunately for out sucass
in extirpating these diseases, they do not, like cattle
plague . cow-pon, or varivla ovina, invariably spread
by contagion wlone  Under certan conditivns they l
appear tu be deseluped de nate. Uvercronding as
siated Uy produce moath-and-toot disease.  Exposare
in railway trachs. or in unsheltered pastures during
severe weather. 14 believed to develop pleurs pnen-
1onta.and such cages subsequently assume cuntagivus
properiies, and become the sources of extensive
discase. Glanders in horses more frequently depends
upon close foul stables, bad feeding, colds, or over-
work. than on contagion or inoculation. Gastnc
fever and icfluenza amongst horses, although occa-
sionally spreading by coawagion, are more generally |
traveable 10 ouker caunes, and form a surt of connect-
ing lLiuk between contagious aud non-conligivug
dizeases,

Constderations such as these increase the difficul-
ties which stand in the way of our summarily getuong
rid of diseases like plenry pucumonia and fout-and-
wouth disease. Mr. Barclay, Aberdeen, in his sensible
paper, read a few weeks ago before the Scottish
Chamber of Agriculture, proposed that efforts should
be made to stamp out the pleuro-poneumonta ¢pzootic |
i the same way as was successfully done with thej
1ecent atuack of rinderpest, by slangbtering all ani
mals affected, and by « local assessment providing
cowpensation for the stock thus destroyed. Mr.
Barclay states that the average loss of animals
attacked by plenro reaches from €0 to 90 per cent.
This is much overstated ; under rational management
one-half of the cases attacked should be saved. But
even with this larger proportion of rccoveries, it is;
cerwinly sound ccunemy at once to slaughter lhci
first cases that appear in any berd, and by scgrega-
tiui and disiofecuon, cadeavor to arrest the further
epréad of the complaint.

Th wotable redaction in the ravagea of plearo
pucumcnia, and also of inouth and-foot dirensoe,
Sniing the prevalence of the cattle plagne and whilst
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the movements of stock were restricted. indieate
how greatly such dizorders might lie held in check
by preventing the movement of all animals afforted
by s'ich contugious maladies, or which have heen in
comwunication with infected animals,  The appear-
ance of contagious dizeage on any farm, or i any
cairy premises, or nmongst any st of stock. shonld
at once be reported to a properly constituted Ineal
authority. From infected premixzes no animal should
be removed alive withont a speelal ovder, nor until
the premises be entitled to a clean bifl of healdh,
Fines shuuld be exigible tor any stouh labiouting
under ang cotitagious dizcase, and hept withivut inf o

mativn baving Leen given of the occurrence of sucl
sickness ; fines woulll also be fairly impoxed for any
direased stock traveiing on any pubise voad.or taken
wty any marhet-place 00 TunBay siow N mag-
het places, faies, swportant 1adaay loading - Udivtis,
shuuld be undet strict inspecuon. o all railway ot
other journeds extending over cight or ten hours,
provasion shuuld be wade (0f tee teediug and wates-
g of the sioch, wud Jor tueu Jelvec o livan
indoment weather, The atication of tae Loai-latan
ought to be dirccied to the itteinal arrangounnt of
the stock traflic of the countiy. Ve teguice to be
protecicd Ltom discases alrcany 10 o nnast as weil
as fiom thuse windh thitcatcs ws fion abiowd.  donk
Brivish Jdgriculturist

ehe Jaivy.

Cow Management by London Millmen,

I the Journal of the Rogad Agncudtunal society,
Mr. J. C. Moiton thus deseribes the management of
ety cows, by the leadig London mukmen.- -

~ Having got your cows welt purchiscd, the point
Ul e AL impuslancy 15 o loon Lacin pTupaay. bt
invariable tuod in Londgn cow sheds is grams (hrew-
ers” or distillers” graing, the spent barley ov other
grain after veing well washed or * worked ont” in the
process of Lrewing and distithng.) with mangolds
and bay in winter. and grass insummer.  When first
the cow is received juto the shed, it is imporwnt that
she be gradually accustomed o bo aew ood. dSie
should thardfor socdise duting the st wadh Tatle
bat green food. grass or clover, or vetches in the
summer, and mangolds and bay m the wmter, with
bran mashes, into which grains may be gradually
introduced, unul. a5 sh tanes to them, she nay at
length be treated as the vbers aree. - Whad tlus wan-
agement generally is, 1 tahe from the stitenents o1
two men, neither of them very large dairymen. but
both successful managers.  Mr. Sumpton. o1 Lol
Warner Street, Clerkenwell, who usnally milxs about
thirty cows, describes hisday’s work as fullows:

The cowmen cuter the stied at S aum., and proceed
to undh, Lo the case of e whwolesule itk trade,
whoen e Jdeadars who Luy the taih Qo e tnslhing,
one good man suflices for diurty cows. The conman
then only helps of necessary ot milhing tune, aielsees
that the worh is thorvughly dutic- iy twain busitess
being to feed and temld the cows, 18 be has any rewson
to suspeet that & con s not mulhed wud, 1t s lus daty
tu his master to Sinp” her, fu. Lothing fnguras a cow
more than impeddect mullang, and if he ~uieeeds in
acting unother half-punt from her, his master wall
give bim od. or ls for it, and fine the dealer that
amount for his servant s default. When not only
wilking, but serving the customers av shops and
houses has to be done, three men are 1equared for
30 cows. They begin milking at 4 ., and finish
between o and v, Abuut a bushicl aad o hads of goaing
18 then given between cach Paii ol cons, and they
arc partly Jeancd oot and via e grane an dong
a truss of hay (3 ewt.) is dwvided amongst 12, In the
meanwhile the menlive been serviag the milk; after
which they have their breahfase @about oam.)  After
breahfast tme a bushicl of Chopped Luangolds, weigh-
ing 50 or 6O pounds, is given to cach two cows, and
the cows receive another trnss of hay amongst 12.
The cowshed is then cleancd oet, and the cows are
bedded and left. At 1 pan. tulking recomnmences,
and very mach the sawme teeding as before 1s gaven,
At 2.30 grains are given as before, follow ed by the
same quantity of hay, 2and then (and only then during
the 24 hours) the cows ave freely watered.  They
again receive a truss of hay amongst 12, and are left
for the night.  The graing ure eiher hrewers' or dis-
tillers’ grains; the former are ag much inferior o the
latler in valuoas they are in price—the one at present
costing 3d. to 4. a Lushe), and the other £, and 9d.

In the case of conag in beavy milk —also in the case
of thosc rapidly lusing their milk. which must be sent
to market as quichly w8 Lossibic ills common t.,
give two or tbree quarts of pea meal nixed up with
the grains ‘mnm’mg and evening. each cow th\.\s I
cdiving that quantity daily  And when the milking
i» coming to an end, for three o1 fui weeks before
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the cow is sold, she may receive two or three pounds
of oil cako in addition. A full buskel of grains, half
a bushel of mangolds, one-third ofa truss of bay, and
five or six pounds of pea meal, in the cuse of the fat-
ting cow, ure thus the daily ration in a London
cow-house. The grains at 2s. a quarter, the hay at
£6 u ton, and the mangolds at 20s. a ton, cost 1s, 3d.
a day. and with meal or cake, the daily allowance
may cost from 18, Gd. to 1s. Y. per cow—10s. to 12,
a week,

In summer time the food is grass with graing, and
meal if neceseuty.  Must  cow-keepers, except the
very smallest men, either have a small suburban
farm, or by a few acres of vetches, clover or grass,
and cart it in themselves.  When it is bought daily
at the con-houge it cosistrom 1s. to 1s. and Jd. o cwt.
duriag the summer, and the cows receive about that
quantity daily, given to them as fast as they can eat
it, morning and evening, with their grains,

Of course the proper feeding of the cow after she
has been well buughy, is the sery essence of the busi-
ness of the cow hecper. Tt is a prouf of guod manage-
ment when she i3 £0 treated that no kind of food
which she receives shall pall upon her taste.  The
maxim is never *overdo acow withany hind of
foud. Some cons arc eaceedingly greedy ios disiill-
ers’ grains, and they 3icld w vary largd quantity of
milk upon them but it is easy to *over-do"a cow
with grains; and she should be nlways stinted of her
favorite foud, oF shie will get sich of i, as I have geen
often enough in the case of this very article—disill
ers’ grains 7
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The Devon as a Dairy Cow

Tur Devon may be called medium, in the quantity
of milk she yields, and in its quality, superior. The
older, ur unimproved race, were somewhat noted for
the quantities of milk they produced, as well as its
oo Pnality A gallon of Devon witk yielded more
butter than that of' almost any other breed, as it does
now, except the Alderney. But the improvers, in
the attainment of a finer form, and beavier substence
in their animals, perhaps sacriticed somewhat of the
quantity ot milk for the more Jiberal devolopment of
lesh, well Knowing that both flesh and mitk could
not thrive cqually together in the same animal; ol
thonahy when the milk ceased, the flesh came en with
due rapidity, under genevous feed.  Yet with an eye
to biceding ber solely for milk, she is well fitted tm
a dairy cow. Docile in temper, casy in keep, plac-
able in dicposition, she is readily managed Iier
nidder i soft, tidy in shape, with thin, siiky hair upon
it, clean, taper teats, casily drawn, and every way
satisfuctory to her keeper.

We have kept thoroughbred Devons thirty four
years somefimes as high as twenty tive or thivty
{not all milk cows) in number. Muany of them have
been excellent milkers, and some of them cxtra-
ordinary for their size  We once hail twn three yem
ol beifers, with their firet ealves which guve for
<gme three months after calving. on pasture only,
with steady milking, an average of eighteen guarts
per day: and from cows which we have at ditlevent
times s01d to go 10 other States, the accounts of their
milk have been equally good 1t is but fair o say,
however, that after we commenced crossing onr cows
with bullz of later importatians, some filteen years
after the commencement of the herd. the large milkers
were not o numerous, although the cattle from these
crosses were fomewhat finer. The bulls we used
were apparently bred from stocks bighly improved,
withan effort more to develop their feeding propertices,
than for the dairy.  .Mier all our Devons yielded, on
an average, quite as much u1s apy common cows wo
ever kept with much less consumptinn of forage

Withal beralleged defieiencies, the Devon possesses
the inherent gualities of a good milker. Iler dairy
facultivs may be bred out of her by neglect of that
important item, and with a view to give ber an carlier
maturity, and more weight of ge<h; but even under
that system, she will occasionally pcrsisx, as wo have
known in varions instances, in giving v large flow of
milk, exceeding many common cows of cqual size.
On tbe whole, from the accumulated accounts we
have received from time to time, coupled with our
own experience, wo pronounce the Devons, as arace,
when bred with an eye to the development of the
driry quality, congidering their size, and consumption
of fuod, good duiry cows, both in tho qlmn!ity of milk
they give, and the butter it yields.—ZL. F. Allen’s
American Callle. e,
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23 The wilk train on the Housatonic Railroad
began running from Pittsficld, Mass., October 1. A
sear ago this business was begun s an experiment,
when forty four cans of forty quarts each were the
whole quantity cnt, which bas increazed to three
h\marc:{ and forty daily  Ten caus are promised
fromll‘iluﬁ(m. ~hich doubtless wi'l be increased
tenfold.



