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DE LIANCOURT AND SIMCOE.

By Mr. James Bawn, Jr., ToroxToO.

On the 20th of June, 1795, the Due de 1a Rochefoucanit-
Liancourt crossed the Niagara river at Fort Erie, with the
intention of extending his travels in North America, by a
trip through Canada. The narrative of his journey appears
in the second volume of the first edition of his ‘Travels
through the United States of North America, the country
of the Iroquois and Upper Canada,” Paris, 1799, and in the
first volumes of the English translation, two volumes 4to,
London, 1799, and four volumes, 8vo, 1800.

The number of lines omitted in the English translation
has always afforded room for surmise, as to the reasons
which led the translator to delete them. The scandals spoken
of in the suppressed passages are not such as would be made
public by a gentleman at the present day, hut they are not
worse than many others in books issued from the press at
the beginning of this century. The happy discovery of a
letter written by General Simcoe, in answer to one from
Phillips, the publisher, enquiring whether he would object
to a complete and accurate translation, reveals the truth of
what has been long suspected, that the suppressions were
made in deference to the wishes of General Simcoe, and
that it was by his express desire, that the report of his
speech at the closing of the 5th session of the 1st Parliament
of Upper Canada was printed as a supplement to the second
volume of the Svo. edition of 1800, Accompanying the letter
is a review of the book in detail prepared under the instruc-
tions of Greneral Simcoe, intended for publication, but which
does not appear to have been printed.

It is easy to see from the Duke's Travels, that though a
royalist and refugee from his native land, he was still a
Frenchman, earnestly desirous of visiting his kindred on
the St. Lawrence ; so that in spite of the ackrowledged kind-
ness and hospitality of General Simcoe and the officers



