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TROOE tROM SACRED HINTORY 21HAT TUE DIVINLLY

INSTITUTED AVIOSTOLICAL SUCLESSt N CONTINULD AXD

INCREASED IV EFUICIENCY DURING LUL FIRST CENTU-
117 OF TUE CHRISTIAN ERA.®
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Soon alter our blesced Lord’s ascension, Matthias
was chosen in the room of Judas at the instance of
the apostlo Peter, (Acts 1) Withintwo years after
that cvent, Saul of Tarsus was converted and com-!
¢ is+i med by the Saviour to bear his name ‘* before,
Gentiles and kings, and the children of Issael.”  St.!
Jrand asserts that he was not behind the very chief-)
¢+tof the apostles  Lake them ho was an ambassa-’
dar for God. (2 Cor, v. 20.) Like them he pro-'
claimed the terms of reconciliation and pardon to
gmlty men.  Ie baptized (1 cor, 16:) He excom-|
municated (Tim. i. 20:)  He shewed forth the
Lord’s death in the Bucharist (1 Cor. xi. 23:) e,
yuled the people whom he had converted (see his’
epistles ;) and lastly he appointed persons to assist
him in the performance of his momentous duties.
(Acts xiv. 2351 ‘Tim . 3; Tit 1. &5,

Soon afterwards we find Barnabas associated with
St Paul, and travelling with him throughout Asia
Miwnr —Barnabas is represented as performing the
same offices with his coadjutor, such as preaching
‘Actexii §:) confirming the churches (xiv. 223)
ordaining clders in the churches which had been
faunded. Like St. Paul. Barnabas is also invested
with the title of an apnstle.  (Acts xiv 4, 14.)

Silus is mentioned in Acts xv. 22, as ¢ chief man
among the brethren »  We find him travelling
through Asia Minor with St. Paul, aud exercising the
<ame aathority with that apostle and Barnabas.—
I.ike Barnabas also he is described in Scripture as an
apostle. St. Paulwrites (1 Thess. ii. 6. comp. with
i 1) “We[i e. Paul, Silvanus and I'imotheus]
suight have been burdensome as the Apostles of
Christ ,

A similar charge was commitied to Titus. Let
Lis powers in the istand of Crete be considered.—
"' him are specified the qualifications of the infe-
vior clergy [13t.3.6.3  His credential from St. Paul
ys ¢ for this cause left 1 thee in Crete that thou
«houldest setin order the things that are wanting and
~vdain Elders in every citg asi-had appointed theo.”
[Tit.i. 5;) and again ¢ A'man thatis a heretic, after
1. first and second admonition rejeet? [iii. 10—
‘e government of the church, including the pow-
ers of ordination ard excommunication, is commit-
« 1to Titus personally. ‘Titus was also an apostle
s name as well as fact  St, Paul speaking of him
savs, (2 Cor vui. 23]  Whether any do inquire
«of Titus he 1s my partner and fellow-helper concern-
1 you, or our brethren be inquired of, they are the
wmessengers [literally the apostles] of the Churches,
a~d the glory of Christ.”

Epaphroditus 1s also to be included in the same
iugh rank.  Although little is known of his history,
et the strong expressions used by St. Paulin regard
10 kim, shew that he is to be classed with Barnabas,
Silas, and Titus. ¢ Yet I supposed it necessary to
send to you Epaphroditus my brother and compani-
en in labour and fellow-soldier, but your messenger
Tliterally apostle] and he that ministered to my
wants.”  [Phil ii. 25.]

Andronicus and Junia [or Junias] Rom xvi. 7] are
1 be added to the number.  The “apostle thus res-
pectfully alludes to them: ¢¢Salute Andronicus and
Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow-prisoners, who are
. { note among the Apostles; who also were in Clirist
before me.”

Another striking instance is that of Timothy. One
ofthe churches established by St. Paul was that of
Lphesus.  Having remained in charge of it more
than three years, he discovered the utmost anxiety
forits prosperity on his departure. [Acts xx. 25.]
Ju this state of feeling he appointed nis companion
‘Timothy to the flock and to superintend its spiritu-
alwterests. [1Tim i.8.] In his first Bpistle to
this 2dmirable man, it is plainly implied that Timo-
thy was an apostlein fuct.  He was astewardin the
heuse of Gad [iii. 15;) He authoritatively declared
th¢ terms of pardon and salvation {2 iv. 5] He
raed all ranks of Christians, servants and masters,

¢ From the Church,

THE COLONIAL CHURC !I M AN,
1 women and elder women, ehap. v.] vernment, under Christ, and of every ministerial of.
young men aud elders, (ib.] deacons and the wives fice amoug Christian people.  Ifit could be shewa
of teacons, Lishops {that s eiders, preshyters, or that the Apostolical succession has been lost orig.
priests] and their famties [che o) and inally he terrupted, it would also follow that the ministry las
had power to eomnut the teachmy of the truth  to biccome eatinet, aad that no authority remains oy
farthful men who should be able toteach others also.” earth to besecch men in Clirist’s stead to ho reeop,
{2 T, i 2 Prmothy also boye the name of an ciled to Gudo— 10 be conclr sed in owr next number,
apostle. “T'his is applied to him by St. Paul in the, -
text quoted above, m common with Inmsell and
Silas or Silvanus: * We (i. e. Paul, Silvanus and’
'l‘iumlhcu‘s] might hav'c‘beon Lurdensome as the:  Upon the croel persecution raised ngainsl the Pro.
apostles of Chist.” |1 Thess, n. 6.—1. 1.] itectants, under Queen Mary, umong grest numbuy
I'lms we lave a distinct mention in Seriplure of who fled the kwgdom tu seek for shelter, several
at least nine apostles i addition 0 the cleven 1mine-:went and rps,.,cr]”m Geneva, which is a commune
diately commussioned by our Saviour.  That therejueaith governed without a king, and where the re-
were many more 1s obvious from two passages {2 limon, contrived by Calvin, is ‘without the order of
Cor xi. 12 and Rev. ii. 2] in which false apostles are B':sho;.s. When the Protestant faith was restorel
mentioned. ‘These could not have been, nor could; by Queen Lliz beth, those wlha fled to Geneva 1e.
they have pretended to be,any ol the original eleven, turned nmona the rest home to Bugland, and were
or of the nine whoso names are given above, 'l‘heir,«_;ro“-n s0 ﬁn';d of the government and religion of the
nssuning the title of ptace they had left, that they vsed sll possihle endea.

[Eh:ip. vi] .\-om

TR FOUNDERS OF DISSENT.*

ausible.
those ot gainst ceremonies and distinct habits of the cleny,
last evidence on the subject which we shall
adduce fram Sc and State under that great queen, as well as her
Asia, and found 1 the second and third chapters of,
those of the Church established. And these wers
contained at the time in question many members andiyt suffic
ff many laudable and edifying institutions of
‘those committed to his charge.  Each of these res-{ment of Bishops ; which, having been ordained by
the word ¢ Apostle.” In one of these churches, viz {1500 years. And all this they did, not because
telders at the time when Paul bade them farewell,
degrees, to quarrel with the kingly government; be
‘people, with autherity to rule the whole Churcl
commonwealth, or gozernment of the people.
* L » * L4
doubtless graatly increased, we still find that the| Those wicked Puritans began, in Queen Elizabelh's
ower w
65.
patience. and how thou canst not bear them whichipave the whole goverument of the Church distolved.
In cach of the remammg six episties, the ** angels *japolished the whole order ; and, at Jast, which s
mended indvidually for their respective merits.—l)jke Jerohoum, mude pricsts of the very dregs of
by them in comimon with Matthias, Barnabas, andjow they modelled it upon the murder of their Kio
i _As long then as the Seriptural history of thels) and twenty several sorts of government, the natior
their number increasing.  We find also that, inclu-|geed.—And thus were Simeon snd Levi disided 1
‘These Apostles are not distinguished from other mi- SONNZT.

Apostles proves therefore that,
there were enough of others who had tns title to.vours to ntroduce both into their own country; at
‘make their pretended clum to it pla Andighe same time continually preaching and railing e
hers wmust have been, ordained not by
Cl'lr‘isl; but by men who had his commission. |taxmg whatever they disliked asa remnant of pope.
t The ! \ . 1y,aud continued estremcly troublesome tothe*Church
ripture 1 derived from the epistles
dictated by our Saviour to the seven Churches ofj.uccessor King James I. "These people called then-
selves Puritars, as pretending to a purer foith tha
Revelation. We learn from these remarkable pas-
'sages that although at least onc of these Churchcs‘ﬂ,e founders of our dissenters. They did not think
,.cont jent to leave all the errors of Popery, bat
ministers, onc person alone was regarded as the headthrew o
iof cach, and was held responsible for the conduct olju,e Primitive Church, and, at last, even the govern
ponsible heads 1s denommated an ** Angel” a termythe Apostles themselves, had continued without in-
sigmfying messenger, and almost synonymous with terruption, in all Christian Churches, for sbose
C.
that of Ephesus, there were many Christians andjthose things were evil, but Lecause they were kept
by the Papists. From thence they proceeded, by
‘that is soon after the year 60. Timothy 2s we have
'scen was placed in charge of clders, deacons, and cause, as I have already said, the city of Genen,
h.—ito which theie f-thers had flown for refuge, wasa
“fn the year 96, when the book of Revelation was
‘written, and when the Church of Ephesus had
¢« angel” possessed-ihe-same supreme aod apostoli-yime, to quavsel-only with surplices and other habite
cal hich ‘Tithothy had exercised i the year, wti the ring in matrimony, the cross in baplim,
¢ Unto the angel of t ;
write = I know thy works and thy labour and thyjof higher importance; and, at last, they must oeeds
are evil, and thou hast tried them winch say they are\This great work they cowpassed, firt by d-privies
'apostles and are not, and hast found them lars.jihe bichops of their seats in parliament; then ther
lare hold accountable for the spiritual condition of their original design, thuy seized on all the church
.their scveral churches, and are blamed or com-jlands, and diwided the speil among themselves; ard
{'This ugrees precisely with the tenor of the charge.neople. This was their way of reforming the Church
' committed to the cleven by Christ, and discharged’ A5 to the civil government, you have already hear
Paul, Silas and ‘Tunothy, Titus and Epaphroditus,|ang discarding the nobility. Yet, clearly to sho
1"‘"“39 and Andronicus. what a Babel they had built, after twelve years
' Church continues, that is during the first century,lorown wea-y of their tycanny, was forced tocalli
we find the successionof aposties continuing, andithe son of him whose life those reformers had sact
;ding the seven angels and the traitor Judas, no lessiyacol, and scattered in Jsrael.
{than fteenty-cight apostles are mentioned in Holy Writ. AR -
nisters by their miraculous powers, for cven the
Deacons Philip and Stephen-{Acts vi. 8—wii. 6] are

The young Communicant.

'rcprescnted as working many miracles. Nor a}n;c il Hecioleth ——l-- v fect
i ing s mters of the;Hail young disciple,—thou whose early
'they peculiarly distingmished as the wniters ¢ young ple, o e Sworkd have fed,
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Testament are not mentioned as apostles. But allj g~ eautiful !—to heed the heavenly call
of the apostles who are particularly noticed are de-| " Fre the full freshness of thy morning prime,

scribed as alone governing all classes of the {)eoplc Before the dark clouds threat, the mildews fall,
of God, and judging the tribes of the spiritual srael.‘ Or o’cr thy temples ereep the frost of time:
None but Apostles are recorded as ordaining to any!So, from each wile that luseth from the fold
permanent office in the ministry : and from them! Still may thy chosen Shepherd hold thee free,
alone the elders {or priests] and deacous are repre- And from all ill, tll life’s briel hour hch‘om—
sented as deriving their appoinlt)mcntsl to fc‘cd tho'Tig f(:‘t'if: g:mg"ﬁ. éfl\::l):cfg; :l;(;:i'?i‘:::)a‘:'c.
flock of God, to Laptize, to celebrate the cucharist, Ry AN

or to cxcommunicart)c. They alone admit to apos- thl;‘:)::“""" shallshred the rose and toss
tolical authority coadjutors like ‘Timothy and Titus : s s
with power to perpetuate the sacred succession., *From Dean Swift’s Scrmon on the <ia
fn short, apostles alone arc t

he sources of all go.|Zing Charles L.
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