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Lis the worst news the world has had to hear.” Sych ideas are founded upon

atotal misapprehension of the whole problem, How can one “ cease to do evil,
learn to do well,” unless he has knowledge to poi

How, then, can teaching in Sunday-school and church be justified ?

I'do not by any means wish to ignore the difficulties of this qQuestion. Ac-
cepting ““ religion ” ag synonymous with “ morality,” there is stijl an immense
usk before us to make the mass of men amenable to the dictates of a high
morality. Whatever may be the ultimate object of human life, it will be admitted

of some superior —some almighty Being.

Now, I submit that correct conduct depends essentially u
knowledge. The corner-stone of morality is justice,
iven circumstances and to choose the right course, involves the necessity of
knowledge and reason. A person who acts in what may be termed a correct
moral or religious way merely from habits acquired through inherited capacities
o through compliance with the will-power of those in

authority, is little better
han a slave. To know the right from the wrong, and to consciously choose to

Ppon intelligence and
To be able to Jjudge of

nintelligent man who simply believes what religion he has been taught without
quiry, abnegates his rights of manhood, and i
onscience,

It is childish in the extreme for the editor of the Mail to settle the matter
put of hand, as he does when he

says, * There is not the smallest possibility that
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