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by the skill of fanciers. Iii the direct work of im- the possession of great plasticity. The recent pro-
rovin- the quality of the featlered stock of a nation, duction of a buiff duck and the probability of the pro-
we nieed, therefore, fanciers and a fancy. ductionl of a bile ItCk in the near future, give further

But iii aquatic fowls we have ahnost lost sight of proof of this quality. Ducks, too, cati be reared

these fundaiental facts. We have left tieir breeding successfully in narrow quarters and without access to
largely to men who are interested only iii the pro- ponds or streatus. 'ie writer kept a trio of Elast In-

duction of meat, for these fowls are seldoi kept for ditans in a run about 20 x 4 feet, and raised tiirty-
the production of eggs. And what lias beei the three young frotu them iii a siigle :eason, the young
resuilt ? Outside of the Pekin duck water fowls have having a yard only about twenty-five feet square.

been largely neglected. The exiibits at our poultry And what one catI do, another cati do also.

shows are strangely lacking iii water fowls. Where l)ucks are such rapid growers that they prove
ten ien shouîld be breeding ducks or geese tiere is highly profitable to raise for thieir flesh. Thîey enable

hardly one man. And the perfection of these fowls one to possess the imiible six pence which always and

lias lingered. Mr. George M. Austin, of Mansfield, everywhere beats the slow shilling. And more than

Mass., the veteran dealer in fatteied geese, who that, they are much easier to rear than the youog of
markets front io,ooo to 25,ooo geese aiiually, recently the ordinary domîîestic fowl. In1 I897 out of thirty-six
told nie that, while lie could purchase a fewv thouîsand duckligs hatclied, the writer reared thirty-three.

of very good green geese in Nova Scotia, the product The other three were killed hy a hen whien a day or
of Canada was so inferior in quality that it did not pay two old. I 1i 89 ic writer reared ex nry ducklig
himi to atteilpt to liandle it. If the breeders of geese hatched. With chickens there is always more or less
in Canada would imbibe something of the fancier loss, and then thîere is the " irrepressible conflict

spirit and improve the quality of thteir geese, there with lice. A duck hatcied is ainîost a duck raised.

would be a large denand at highly profitable prices and there is no fighting with lce to be undergote.
for then. Better geese and more of thet are de- The food for ducklings may be coarser ii quality

manded, and the breeders of Canada hlave here an n- than is used for chickens. The writer, however, has

worked field capable of yieldinîg thcmn richi returns. fouînd the followinîg mnethtod of feeding satisfactorv for
his purposes : equal parts by imeastre of corni imeal

It is truc that, oving to thei lack of plasticity--the and whîeat bran, an(d fron one-htalf to two-thirds as
quality which renders themu easily imioulded to the will itcîx -rotd bee! scraps as thtere is of ileai. Tiat is.
of the faucier-there is not likely to be a highly cutilti-
vated fancy in geese. The fancy, too, will be more or of ieit lran together, lie should add one quart or
less limnited by the requireients of these large fowls, tlre pt
for one who bas not abuidant pasturage cani nlot hope added about a itaf pint of flue grit, aud the whole
to iake geese raisinîg a profitable industry. Yet iixcd with col< water and fed ratier toist. With
plasticity is not wholly lacking in the goose, and tliere picîty of water to <rizîk and tic above mixture fcd
are thouîsands who have the iecessary pasturage, and tlrice daily, lus ducklitîgs have thrivet reiarkablv.
te goose faîie% is capable o! cotîsiderable expanisio. Wlie oune cosiders tae beait. of aquatic fohs,

'ro ducks these Objections dIo iot apply. The ducl,- tic case with wich they cati be reared, and tir
possesses a1 plastic niatuîre, as is proveti by the breeds value as profitable poultry, lie ses the nlee< of a fatîcv
we flou possuss. The beautifull white Aylesbuîry, the iin thein, thiat tuev îiiav becoine miore getteraliv ctilti-
large w-hite Pekii, the black Cayuga, the lovelv louei vated and tliat tliev ttea iprove as rapidl as otter
vith its parti-colored ptitage-ote of the îost beau- feathered stock. No braii of poutltrh kepiig is

tiful o! doîestic fowls-the crestel w'hite, tie proiflc miore ieglecte, ntoe is capable of tore iproveiett,
Idiat Rutter, tle gray and w-hiite Calis, and the and ntoe offers for tue fandcier thre aeerous or more
irridescetît black ]ast Itdial, are aIl ccrtainly des- certaie rwards for itellige t skill direte to the
ctedaits of a co apîtiiot ancestor, ai t e grcat aria- ibeprovetiet of eher beauty ot utilitxs, or rather, lt
ion shown ini thesu IbrctWS, ihi size aend color, proves it be said, to both beauty aud utility.


