
* t*.- - - . .

1.~
THE LATE DONALD FRASEIt, D.D

Presbyterianism lias sustained a grea
loss in the death of Dr. Donald Fraser
For over twenty ycars he as been a pro
iiinont figure in the world's metropolis
He was by birth and educationa Highlandler
being borni at Inverness in 1826, where hi
father was slieriff. After graduatingin th
University of Aberdeen he caine to livi
for a while -with relatives in Canada, buî
so'on returned to Aberdeen to complete hil
Divinity studies. His first charge -wa:
Cote street church, Montreal, where lie iý
still personally remembered by a larg
circle of friends. After cight years ir
Montreal lie accepted a call to lis ol
home in Inverness, and in 1870 lie under,
took the pastoral charge of the great con-
gregation atMarylebone, wlere.heremained
until his sudden death fron pneunonil
on the 15th of February last. On his com.
ing to London the University of Aberdeer
conferred on himn the rare distinction of an
honorary D.D. - During lis twenty-twc
years of ninistry in London, the present
magniflcent church was built, and the coin-
municants' roll lias rarely been under cight
hundred. Dr. Fraser is the last but one
of tho male side of his family. His brother,
Colonel D. Torrance Fraser, is well-knowin
in Montreal, especially in connection witli
Sabbath-school work. The followingsketch
of Dr. Fraser, taken fron the British
ïWeckly, will be read withi interest.

While in lhis first charge in, Montreal
lie began to publish a volume of his pastoral
papers showing inuch of the briglt and racy
wisdom for which he became well cnown.
.His faillo travelled, and lie was called te
the pastorate of the Froce Higli Church,
Inverness-a position of influence and im-
portance. It was the leading church in
the lighlanîds w'here English alone was
prcached, nd represented a more liberal
spirit than that which prevailed around it.
The regular audience was reinforced by the
large number of visitera wlio stream throughi
Inverness in suminer. Dr. Fraserpreaclied
to an audience always crowded, and during
soine montlis of the year very varied.
There wvas then no Cathedral in Inverness,
and the controversies whicl have broken
tle peace of the Seottish iHiglilands werc
just beginning. Dr. Fraser took his place
as the "star" minister of the town, though
lie ias never te be conpared for a monent,
either in oratorical pover or intellectual
strengtl, to Dr. Kennedy, of Dingwall
-perhaps the greatest preachier who lias
ever risen anug the Celtie racc. But Dr.
Fraser was mnuch more a man of the world,
less exacting, less austere, casier to under-
stand, and uîuclh more easy te satisfy. le

as showier, too, but never could usa even
the English. language as Kennedy used it.
His popularity steadily increased ; lis
churcli was enlarged ; and lie was unmed
for many vacancies in leading pulpits. If
we imistako not, ho was called is successor
to Dr. Guthrie in Edinburgh and Dr. Kirk-
patrick in Dublin. Yob le never stood on
the highest ground as long as lie was mn
Scotland. Ili church courts lie had little
influence, and the very conmuendable atten-
tion lie showed to the proprieties provoked
more amusement than admiration. Ii
short, lie ivas looked upon by many as a
popular preachuer, and nothing more-a
character that does not go far iin Scotlanud.
He proved afterwards that lis capacity
'as very imiuch underrated.

All the oleven years lie spent in Inverness
the conviction that London was his proper
spliero doepened in his mind, and when le
was called to succeed Dr. Chalmers in the
Marylebone Presbyterian church lie ac-
cepted. I is the barest justice to say that
the succeeding years have shown that lie
and the congregation were aliko wiscly
guided, Il. London Dr. Fraser's gift of
graceful oratory found full scope; and wlhen
it lis best he was not surpassed as a plat-

fori speaker by any manî of his timîie.
His preachiig swifbly attracted attention,
and his churhl became crowded. Ili the
end the fine building now' occupied by the
congregation, and with seats for 1,800
people, was built for hi, and he minuis-
tered there te nearly the largest coigrega-
tien of his denomnination te the very last.

In Englishi Presbyterianismn he immiie-
diately becaiîe a promiient figure. It was
remarkable that a man who could hardly
secure the barest footing beside the Free
Churclh leaders succeeded almîost at once in
becoming the head of the Presbyterian
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clurch in England-a body certainly not
destitute of able mon. But this position
was accorded te Dr. Fraser beyond dispute,
and lie showed hiniself an excellent mail of
business-clear, prompt, 'accurate, and
courteous. His picturesque figure, crowned
with .silver lair, lis musical and ready
speech, commanded the'attention of all.
He willingly teok upon hiniself great
burdens of labor-opened new churches,
managed the College Committee, and took
a ehiief share in preparing a new directory
of public worship. He hîad a distinct con-
ception of what the Presbyterian church
in England should bc, and worked very
lard te realize it. Iln his view it was net
a Dissenting body, and ouglt not te reckon
itself with such. It should, on the con-
trary, lay stress on the fact tlat in Scot-
land Presbyterianisn is established, and
is' the religion of the Queen. It ouglt
rather to learn fromt Episcopacy than from
Dissent, and this especially in the imatter
of vorship. It ouglht not to take a political
aide and specially it should net assume any
aggressive attitude te Established church es.
The calculation was slirewd. A body cf that
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lis last public speeches was devoted te
spurrimig on Lord Hartington (as lie w'as
then) te greater exertions in the câuse of
the Union. It is certain that his visits te
Scotland greatly chilled th feeling of the
Scotch Presbyterians outside the state coi
nexion te thoir English. brethren ; equally
certain that it lias turned away the enthu-
siasmi of iianly Scotchmien in England wo'lio
think, riglhtly or vrongly, that the truc
representatives of the Freo and United
Presbyterian churches in Scotland are te be
found in England in the ancient Dissent-
ing churches. For oursèlves, we believe
a clear distinction should bo drawn between
a church and a rat-trap, and that the
Enuglish Presbyterians are essentiallyliberal
and democratic. Timo will-soon show.

Dr. Fraser's preaching was at tiies ad-
iirable-nobly eloquentand evangelical to
the core. His books do not represent lis
real power ; lue nercilessly excised. fromu
them everything iiin the nature of " clo-
quence." But lis volumes on the Bible,
publishued by Messrs Nisbet, are sound and-
useful, and have 1ad a well-deserved popu-
larity. Like otliers, Dr. Fraser was great
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kind, witi churches planiited inîgod suburbs
of largo towns, was sure to draw muany
Scotch fanilies, ai-l also many more or less
dissatisfied with the Church of England,
ivho yet could not lring themlselves to eat,
the spiritual bread of Dissent. It was also
likely te be a hluf-waîy lieuse for discon-
tented Nonconformnists. Of aIl these classes
Dr. Fraser believed therp would be more
and more in tintes te couie, and thit the
Presbyterian church would be a hîaven for
themu. Accordingly lue took a veheencit
part in opposing disestablishnent in Scot-
land, visiting the North for that purpose,
and occupying pulpits in the church of
Scotlanud-lamenting aIse on establishment
platforuns the folly and the weakness of the
present Free Church leaders. Sonue im-
puted very mean motives te hiin for this,
but, as we believe, without a grain of jus-
tice. He was no doubt at timnes sufficiently
provoking, but lue felt strougly. Ai aria-
tocrat to the finger-tips, lie hated the stigna
of Dissent and everything that savored of
the new' deniocracy was loathsome to im.
Whether Dr. Fraser's policy for theE nglish
Presbyterians will prevail or not, ib is too
saou te say. If neutrality in politics were
possible it unight, but,it is not. Ono of

an the subject of editinug, and in a rash
heur undertook te show practically how it
oughît to le doei, For soni tie hue issued
weelcy the Outlook, but it did not attain,
and w-e cainot say in conscience that it
deserved, success. Dr Fraser took this
failuro te hearb, and wevnt te the Mediter-
rancanu for threo muontls.

His thieological position i is very hard te
define. He had iany huaids-eacl grasp-
ing somnething. One took liold of Mr.
Spurgeon ; one of the Midnuay Conference ;
one of the Higher Critics, and se oun. His
last publishied worls conltaii a distinct dis-
claimier of rigid views oi inspiration ; and
lue was inudependent in somie disputect
matters of practico. Nowitihstandinug, lhe
continued te the cnd a friend of Mr. Spur-
geon and a " supply" at the Metropolitan
Tabernacle. The best aide of hiumu was acn
in his Mission work, of which the late Pro-
fessor Ehlmaslie used to speak w'ith greut
adumiration. To this lue devoted himaself
quietly, but with untiring devotion and a
simple hîeart. There the deep religious
character of the manî appeared, and it was
plain beyond doubt that in luis inmost lia-
ture he was a profound and loyal believer,
and ua faithful ininister of Jesus Christ.

A MOTHER'S POWER.
Mrl Moody says that whien lie was in

Oxford; and when the young men gathered
nighb af ter niglt iii a spirit of carelessness,
it seemed as, though le woud net be able
te touch their hearts or léad any of thei
te Christ. * He noticed in the congregation
several women wlio were associated with
sone of the undergraduates in the univer-
sity, and lue announced that the next day
there îwould be a prayer-miueeting for the
mothers of young men in the iiuiversity.
Fifty of thien came and spent the after-
noon in prayer, and that night many young
mon were pressinginto the kinîgdom of God.

There was a mobther who hîad a son grown
te mnanlhoeod, living in the outskirts of the
village of Sonierville in New Jersey, and
this young man liad commenced te lead a
dissolute life; and one nighut lis imother
pleaded witli hin that he would net go out
and spend the evoning away fron lier, but
hie insisted upon it. He said, " Mother,
l'in not goinug to be tied te your apron-
strings, I am going te go ;," and ahe said,
" Please try and ronemnber every momtent
to-niglt that until you come back I amn
going te be on my knees asking God te
save you ;" and the young mai withi a rude
gesture and with a muttered oath sprang
away fron his mother, and hue went out
and spent the nlight in an indecent carousal.
At four o'clock in the morning lue caine
home. He luadn't thought of luis iother
in all of those hours. He saw a light
siniing out from between the blinda ; and
lue turned the shutters and looked in, and
there was his old mother dcown on lier
knees, saying, "God save my wandering
boy." He wvent up te lis ron ; le lay
down upon his couch, but lue could net
sleep. He finally knelt down and as hie
knelt there it seemed te himîî as if the Re-
deener's powercamîe from that other rocmiî
whiere the praying muothuer knelt before
God, until lue cried out, " God bo miierciful
te ie a sinnuer !" God saved himuu that
morning. The word wènt out into the
lieuses round about of his salvation, and iii
three weeks fron that ie there were
between two and three hundred of the
young people of that vicinuity thlat stood up
there in the church and confessed that
they accepted Christ as their Saviour.
This son that was led to Christ by that
prayer of lis mother was the father of Dr.
Talnage of Brooklyn and the father of Dr.
Tahnage of China.-Rev. B. .Fay Mills.

THE WORK OF OUR SUNDAY-
SCHOOLS.

The aide of tho question whiclh does
somuetimoîes cause us serious anxiety, is the
relation of Suiday schools to the father-
hood and imotherhood of the future. If
is not yet fully riealized that culturing for
the parenthoiod of tho future is the wnork
of our Sunday Schools ; at least the culture
of the highuer moral and religious father-
hood and iotlierliood is. Again anud agtinu
is it necessary te plénd vith our teachers,
that they have to work for " the life that
now is." uas well as for " that which is te
cone." What duties call for the energies
of parents ? What difficulties perplex pa-
rents b Wliat scenes try the patience of
parents? What moral forces are at the
comiimand of parents ? Thuere is a science
of homte life and relations which we, Sun-
day school teachers, should be skilled te
teach.-Smn ciay Shoo0l Chronlicle.

SEE THINGS.
In ene of his essays cin self-culture, Pro-

fessor John Stuart Blackic gives the follow-
ig admiirable advice concerning books and

As there are «persons who seemu te walk
throughi life Nith their cycs open, saing
nothing, se there are others who read
thirough books, and perhaps even cran
themselves with facts, vithiout carrying
away any living pictures or significait story
whici migut arouse the fancy in ai luour
of leisure, or gird thiemn witih endurance in
a moment of difliculty. Ask yourself,
therefore, always, when yo have read a
chapter of any notable book, not what yon
iaw printed on a gray page, but what you
se pictured in the glowing gallery of your
imagination. Have your fancy always
vivid and- full of body and color. Couit
yoursolf net te know a fact wlen you kiow
bat it took place, but then only when you
ce it as it did take place.
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