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assumption, not only to the sauctity of so many
thousands of holy Bishops and other Clergy of
whom the Catholic Church has been abie to boast
inevery age, but cven to numbers of virtuous Jay-
men, who hate soluntarily remained unmarried,
and yet heen models of purity and holiness!  We
shall briefly state the advantages of celibacy,
and refute Mr. White’sdisgraceful deduction. A
single life is of itsell a more perfect state, and more
becoming the clergy, than the use of marriage,
St Paul teaches this clearly (I Cor. vii* 32, 83),
where he says that the unmarried careth for the
things of (he Lord. When the heretic Jovinian,
first broached the doctrine that there was not more

merit in a single life, the Church unanimously con- !

demned bim.  Letthe duties of a priest be consid-
ered—administering the sacraments, particularly
<confession; attending the sick, and even persons
-with the most infectious disorders, and liable to be
«alled at all hours of the day and night. That he
must he the father of the poor; of widows, of or-
-phauns, and the consoler of the afMlicted and desolate.
How incompatible are all these {)ainful funct:ons
with the solicitudes of 2 married lile! A married
“priest, morcover, could never sccure for himself
the respect and confidence essential for the success
«of his ministry; and particularly the great confid-
ence necessary for bim as a confessor It is eas
o conceive this from the conduct of the Greeks
-towards their married priests, and the little respect
alnd confidence of Protestants towards their minis-
ers.

But to whom is the practice of continenco pain-
#ul? To those who have not always been chaste.
*To these whogre infected with the too common
Jepravity of manners in the world. Let the causc
Re removed, and virtu~ will soon resume herrights.
“Where scandalous irregularities bave diggraced
he clericai profession, zi\ave they been found in
ghose who were zealous and laborious ip the dis-
«charge of their duties; or rather, in thuse svho ne-

Tected prayer and study, and were unfaithful to
ﬁneir charge, idle'and dissipated; aod intruded into
the sacrcd ministry by family ambition and
“dntrigue, and witheut any real vocation?

Protestants have not alwayr disapproved of cel-
ibacy with the virulence of Mr, White. NMr,
Thorndike’s judgment is worthy of attention: ‘A
single iife is a safer way to perfection in Christian-
ity than marriage. So is the profession of the
glergy,—and the grace which our Lord, and St.
Paul after®him, owns in themthat do this, is nota

eculiar temper of the body, obliging him that

ath it tolive single, and him hat hath it not, to
marry, buta siugle zeal, to waive that which God,
makes lawful forus, that we may  the better come
{0 his kingdom.”

Here a learned Profestant judges a_single life

2o be <“a safer way to perfection;’’ and Mr.t‘Whitc,
who nuow calls himself a Protestant, proclaims st any
injury to public morals, ond that there s no alter-
native hetween matrimony nnd the grossest pro-
fligacy. Deeply do we sigh over the man that
could put forth snch shamcless declarations as
these' * Weare unwilling to charge him with hav-
ing never known the purity of a holy priest after
Gol’s own heart: weare unwilling to chargehim
with haviag had the most abansioned characters for
his assactates; and we feel great veluctance to de-
file onr pages willisonue catracts in his own words
though they are recessary to vindicate our insulted

Y [l most priests wade through the reiry slough of a vic-

of God from those of their tyrannical ciurch, tram-
pled both under foot, in riotous despair.  Such are)
the sources of the knowledge T posscss. God, sor-
row and remorse, are my witnesses.””  Soan after
he mentions one of his particular fricnds, who after,
being promoted to one of the highest clerical dig-,
nities in Spain,** sunk at once into the grossest and |
most daring profligacy,”” of which he gives an in-
stance too abaminable to appear in these pages. |
Afer this come the following remarkable words: 1
had loved him when both our minds svere pure; 1
loved him when Catholicism had driver us both,
from the path of virtue,”’ &c. Such avowals need:
litle comument: butif fuch was the character of|
Mr. Whitc and his bosom friends, we will not en-’
dure that the venerable body of Fathers assembled )
at the Council of Trent should have it asserted of
them with daring and impious calumny, and with-
out any attempt at proof against even one individ-
ul,that of *six-hundred bishops, few could have
cast the first stone at the adultress.”” Nor can we
read without indignation, the broad assertion that

ious life; having the happiness to know from person-
al acquaintance with so many ornaments of the
Catholic priesthood, and so many other respect-
able sources of conviction, how far such 2 charge
is truth, from and aven probability, The innocent;
are nothere to suffer for the gutlty. the venerable
body of Catholic Clergy is not thus to beimpeach-
ed because Mr. White's friends, some Spanisb ec-
clesiastics, sacrilegiously broke their eolemn
vows.

Mr. Whitcisanadmirer of Erasmug. #Has he
forgotien that great man’s satirical condemnation
of the eagerness with which the reformers flew to
matrimony?  ““This is the way then that they
crucify themselves! The reformation secems to
have had no other cnd but to transform monks and
nuns into husbands and wives; and this grand
tragedy will end like the comedies, where all are
marvied in the Jast act!” It doesnot appear that
Mr. White has married; butin the first Dialogue
of his Pro. :rvative, page 24, he signifies that he
should Lave had 1o scruple about it. St. Paul,
however, amnexcs the guilt of damnation toa
breach of a vow of chastity. And St. Augustine
declares his opinion thus; ¢“I am not afraid tosay,
that {alling from clastity vuwed (o God, s
worse than advltery.”

On this subject we shail mu.ke but one more
observetion. Inmaking only a general use of
knowledge acquired as a Confessor, which Mr,
White has done according to bis own acknowledg-
ment, in pages 130, 138, and 135 of his <‘Evidence,”
he has acted as dishonourably as man is capable of
acting. Thoughhe might cease to consider the

c!crg{. The following are Mr. White’s ownac
knowled

how much they disclose ofthe character of their|
authrr, and decide U such a man be an immacul-l
ate witness or judge of the value of celibacy.
Speakiug of such ceclesiasticsas were his own in-
timafe fricnd, he says: “The coarse frankness of]
associate dissolutencss, left no sccrets among the
spiritual slayes; who, unable to separate the laws

ments; and letthe rcader consider welll)

obligation sacramentally, he could not, asa gentie-
man and a man of honour, consider the trust so re-
posed in him but ag mostsacred and eternally m-
violable; und though he hasnotbetrayed individuals
he has reflected upon whole badics, in a manacr
which renders him for, ever unwortby of confi-
dence.

To be continucd.

‘The following lines on the loss of time were written by the
Inte Rev. Dr Geddes, to the well known tune of the
Cotwden knolls ; a profane ballud, composcd. like matn
others, by tho beottish reformers for the faudable pue-
sasp of tregning away people’s minds fiun the Culhon.

Tymns ; onc of which was sung to this sweet and s !
coinair The mnsic of this, and of severnl other sub
hroc and plaintive Scottish melodies, is supposcd ths
production of the unfortunate David Rizzio.
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0, the years ! the many, mauy years,
‘That'1 have spent in vain !

O could I with my sighs and tears
Recall them back agan !

But no. they’regone. They’re ever, cyer gone
No power can them restore .

And all the motoents 1 have run,
Are lost for evermore.
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The health and streogth, that God mec lent
‘F'o save my precious soul,

1n vice and folly hive I spent,
Sinning without control.

And now the prime of life is past
My force, I feel, decays :

Then let me mansye at the last
My few remaining days.

Let me, with broken heari and mind,
Revise cach guilty hour ;

Perhaps I mercy yet may find, .
And live, and’ sin 0o more.

What though my crimes more numegous are
Thaa stars in” Winter's sky 1

TWhat though again they’re redder far
Than scarlet’s decpest dye 1

One_saving drop of that dear blood,
Which from the side did fall

Of Him, who hung tipon the wood,
Can soon expungo them all.

Have merey then, O gracious Lord !
And my remittance 1si;;lnl !
The more thy mercy doth accord,
The greater glory thine.
‘I'hou surely hsstnot said in vain :
DMore i’oy inheav’n iz e
For the lost ahet?, that's found cgain,
Than those, thut never stray’d.
T}ﬁ' grace minc aid, no more I'll stray :
o more misknow thy voice.
Where thou, oy shepherd, lead’st the way,
That way shﬁ be my choice.
Xf casual falls retard my pace,
With speed again Pliinse :
With specd I’ll reassume the race,
And run, and gain the prize.
—e——
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